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Choosing lead attractions in Uganda was hard
for the Sunday Vision team because the Pearl of
Africaoffers a variety of mind-blowing tours.
Titus Kakembo zeroed in on these

In the lead of preference comes Murchison Falls National Park, which had 70,000 visitors
recorded by September 2017. The Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) director of tourism
and business services, Stephen Masaba, reveals that nowhere else, the world over, can a
tourist see a predator so easily.

While there, one cannot miss the hippos performing their sub-marine ballet while hiding

away from the sun. JE il
Monkey business in the primate city, which

chimpanzees, red-tailed besides white and

“The park offers excellent wildlife viewing in the largest and oldest conservation area in
the country,” says UWA's Jossy Muhangi. “The River Nile bisects the park, passing through doubles as a tea country on the foot hills black colobus monkeys. As if that is not
:vs:rvte:e-’::z:m (23 ft gorge), before tumbling in spectacular 45-metre (147 ft) waterfalls of Mount Rwenzori, has brought in many enough, there is an opportunity to spend a
SR X er'ﬂne Rift Valley.” tourists. Kibale Forest is popular for having day with rangers habituating some primate
nu of attractions there comprises elephants, lions, buffalos, giraffes, vultures the highest diversity of primates in the East families.
Being in an area that grows tea, there is

:::’e tr::“l‘(e?. Murchison falls also hosts the nation's largest population of crocodiles, African region.
Hicoo sqp ro'r’l;lﬁhe stores of Lake Albert. The park also supports many birds, Including The forest received 12,000 visitors last plenty of photo opportunities in the beautiful
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Maoahinga's most striking featur d
three conical, extinct volcanpes DgStare its
spectacular Virunga Range lhaf "esf ?f the
the border reagion of Uganda, Congoa ong
Rwanda. Maahinga forms part of thear:d
jarger Virunga conservation area, Wh.lcrl‘lqh
includes adjacent parks in these countries
The volcanoes' slopes contain various
acosystems, are biologically diverse and
their peaks provide striking scenery.
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. Kidepo Valley National Park received
bookings of 8,000 visitors by September.

The tourism manager, $leven Nyadru, says

the parkis visited by diplomats, journalists,

school children _and. the corporates.

“The destination is known as the Jumbo
jamb oree, as 1}}e population of elephants has
been swelling in the recent past. Our bull,
who has a ‘dual citizenship’in South Sudan,
le 3ls0 rclume_d after two years,” Nyadru says,

© SWe feared it C.O“!.d be a victim of illicit

paching acuvity. y

Masaba attributes Kidepo’s popularity to

* improved accessibility by road and air.

& “Animals are ﬂeem_g war-torn

jos ghboul'ing countries to séek refuge here,”
says Masaba.

* "““CNN declared the park to be the closest

" one to what Alrica was 100 years ago. This is

pesides having the biggest herd of buffaloes
in the world and migrant birds fleeing the

~ harsh winter in Europe.”
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£3.000 \(|m‘ mber this year, we had logeed a sum of
Wil fe '\\|l’l'('v|\. says Stephen Masaba, the ( Jeanda
WIVices ority ditector of tourism and business

N Phis s good becauee last year, the same
v attracted 90,000 visitors for the whole
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MUqaﬂda Witdiife Authority says the majorlty of tourlsts destined there are
erested In spending 60 minutes with the primates that are globally on the

verge of extinction. Stephen Masaba, the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA)

director of tourism and business services, says: “Lataly, Uganda 15 the praferted

destination, bosides Rwanda and DR Congo where qorlilas are afso found.”

e UWATs 6fforing $600 permits this season. We are victors when It comes to

o price war as wa charge $600, while it I5 31,500 In Rwanda. Forelgnars based

e 9ot a discount. And Ugandans pay a subsldized fee of $h250,000 only.”*

En route to sea qorlllas, a tourfst Is treated to a varlety of other attractions,
Including forests, birds, mammals and reptiles. Upscale hotels are compating for
cfients with budget tourists. Consaquently, the price per nlght ranges batween
$10 (sh35,000) and $1,000 (sh3.5m).

Mount Elgon, located in eastern Uganda, logged 4,000 visitors. Adventurous
travellers find it an exciting alternative to the more strenuous climbs elsewhere
throughout the year. It is still less congested, has many wild animals and a
milder climate and lower elevation.

Climbing the peaks does not require special equipment or technical
experience. The shortest Sasa trail, but toughest route to the peaks, traversing
the community land, allows one to explore Bamasaba farming settlements ang-
culture. It takes four days. 5

There are other ascending routes comprising Sipi, Piswa and Sasa. This
allows a traverse of the caldera and a visit to the hot springs.

i Mount Rwenzori attracted 3,000 scalers, although it

i hit the headlines as being part of the seven summit

i promotion of Mountain Climbing in Africa.

i "Rwenzori has a character of its own; there are

i different climates, plants, horned chameleons,
mammals and birds,” the area manaqer, Jamas Okware,
says.
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Lake Mburo National Park had seen 25,000 visitors by
September this year.

“It is the only park in the world where animals and
people live in harmony,” says Stephen Masaba, the
Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) director of tourism
and business services. “During the game drive, zebras
and antelopes are seen in human settlements grazing
or gulping water. It is the nearest park to Kampala city,
Mbarara and Masaka.” 5

He says tourists visiting the park increased following
the introduction of boats and a concerted Tulambule
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campaign.

The chief warden, Godfrey Matanda, says: “Here urban
children learn how their ancestors grazed and milked
cows, besides appreciating the biodiversity in place.

“There is a campaign going on 10 encourage
communities in the neighborhood not to kill wild game,
but conserve it. They earn 20% of the Teventre-from UWA'*
d gate collections to improve their livelihood.”
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