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Outhreaks. According to the
survey, Uganda has reported
eight outbreaks of Ebola and
Marburg between 2000 and
2016.

BY EMMANUEL AINEBYOONA
eainebyoona@ug nationmedia com

KAMPALA. As the country
battles an outbreak of Marburg
inthe eastern district of Kween,
anew study has named parts of
the country that are at risk of
registering Marburg and Ebola
outbreaks.

Published in Plos, a California
based research Journal on Sep-
tember 5, the study indicates
that Uganda has reported eight
outbreaks of Ebola and Marburg
caused by filoviruses between
2000 and 2016, more than any
other country in the world.

The study conducted by the
Uganda Virus Research Insti-
tute, Makerere University and
the Norwegian University of
Life Sciences, predicates several
geographical locations in the
country that are likely to suffer
outbreaks of the two viral hae-
morrhagic fevers.

It also indicates that Uganda
is home to fruit bats, which act
as reservoirs to the filoviruses,
mainly responsible for causing
the haemorrhagic fevers.

“Potential outbreak areas for
Ebola and Marburg virus dis-
eases were predicated in the
West, Southwest and Central
parts of Uganda which corre-
sponds to the bat distribution
and previous filo virus out-

breaks,” the study reads in part.

For instance, the study indi-
cates that areas in the western
rift valley districts of Bundibu-
gyo, Masindi, Kibale and Hoima,
Kasese, Kabarole, Kamwenge,
Bushenyi and Ibanda are at high
risk of having continuous Ebola
outbreaks. It also predicts that

WEDNESDAY, 0CTOBER 25, 2017

Daily Momitor

WWW.MOMITOR.CO LN

KEVIESTES

= Alow risk
for an Ebola
outbreak was
predicted in
north-eastern
Uganda and
northern Uganda
in the districts
of Kitgum and
Pader. Unlike
predicted
potential areas
for Ebola,
predicted areas
for Marburg
are mainly in
the western
sub-regions of
Ankole, Tooro,
Bunyoro, and
Rwenzori region
extending into
DRC. Areas in
the north and
eastern have a
low presence
for Marburg
outbreaks.
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New study names Marburg,
Ebola hotspots in Uganda
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eastern Uganda and other areas
thathave notreported outbreaks
before as potential outbreak
hotspots. Dr Luke Nyakarahuka,
the principal investigator, said
the current outbreak in Kween
has been directly linked to the
fruit bats since the first proba-
ble case was living around a cave
inhabited by the fruit bats.

Dr Nyakarahuka said popula-
tions residing near habitants of
the fruit bats and other primates
like monkeys and baboons
should be vigilante and take cau-
tion as they interact with their
surroundings. “We used species

distribution modelling to pre-
dict where filovirus outbreaks
are likely to occur in Uganda to
help in epidemic preparedness
and surveillance,” Dr Nyakara-
huka said yesterday.

Dubbed; “Ecological Niche
Modeling for Filoviruses: As
risk map for Ebola and Marburg
Virus disease Outbreaks,” the
study indicates that fruit bats
are distributed all over Uganda
with a high distribution around
water bodies. In central, Lu-
weero, Kayunga, Mpigi, Kam-
pala, Mityana and Nakasongola
districts were predicted as

potential areas for Ebola out-
breaks whereas in the eastern
part of the country, it is mainly
the Busoga region along River
Nile and Mbale district around
Mt. Elgon that were predicated
as potential Ebola hot spots.
DrMiriam Nanyunja, a disease
prevention and control officer at
World Health Organisation, said
last week that the country was
at risk of several other Marburg
outbreaks due a high presence of
fruit bats and other primates.

See related story on Marburg and
editorial on page 14

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

