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Unlike most of Uganda's 
graduates who sit back, 

~ waiting to be employed, 
hiarmani Julius Nyanzi, 27, 
et up PROF BIORESEARCH 
mpany at Masanafu, a 
suburb from which he 

“products,such as perfumes, 
‘mosquito repellents, 
fresheners and pesticides, 
among others, writes 
Herbert Musoke 

3 
catlon and Innovativeness 
from my childhood,  started 
{nnovative. 1 got the inspiration 

of doing research and innovations 
il n Top Class at Aidah and Tofa Schoolin Kawaala In 1994, We 
o 10 have film shows at cinema 
jsand at school. 

‘When 1 was in Primary One, we had paka Muteesa Il and Idi A fim 
at school. | was with my frend, 

na.but since 1 did not have the 
00 for the film, we were chased out 

nd 1 felt we were cheated bocause uring the sampling. | s them 
holding flms then expose them 1o the Jight and pctures were pojcid o the 

orwhite cloth, which I et was not 

‘Suuna, went to his father's 
set and got a knob that we 

the films. 
ely, when we cast the 

e sick. When | ried e sick-When 
e ang needed 1o ches them, 
Soked at oxalis sore (Kanyecbina) 

and cven made powder out of i, but it 
also did not work. I was disappointed time. 
During my Alevel holdays 

myEmlflg, I wanted to 
‘Makerere University lbrary and 

| boratory, bur 1 was told 1 had to have 
‘2 university identity card. 

* Before joining university, | used to 
myself sciences and do my own 
on what plans can be used 10 

healhy sugara home. During 
Senior Six vacation,inested ino 
o dscoered stevi, which is 
forsugar, but was not avalable in 

wlm'muimd Toowledg: on 

Nyanzl arranging his products at 

mushroom seed production and tisue culture at Kawanda Research Centre inWakiso. When I joined Makerere University fora degree i botany, chemistry pharmacology, | gota job at Buloba Agro Research Technology asalab attendant. My salary was 5h200.000. 
My first association 
1n2012,1 set up and registered a Community Based Organisation (CBO) in Masanafu, Kampala and named it Bio Communication Network (BioNet) The association recrited over 50 youth 
members and employed over 200 ‘people: We also trained community ‘members in poulry, mushroom farming, among others, 2l for ree. In 2014, we joined the Kampala Community Based Organisation competiions about CBO that have helped change lives of the youth. We ‘were promised a sh5m award, but we never receved the money: This created 

B Spread out the business 
to other countries in 
Africa 

osecuredland i v f2i] 

Nyanzi savouring the 
isweet success of stevia 

Equatorial Mall outlet 

‘mistrust among members who thought 
I received the money and never shared 
with them. This made it dificult to 
continue with this CBO because the 
youth wanted to share the money. 

Establishing Prof Bioresearch 
Disappointed. | esablished an income. 
generating business, seeing as our 
CBO was not for profit and we were 
not professional in whatever we 
were doing. Because of its emphasis 
on professional services, we caled 
the business Prof Bioresearch at 
‘Masanali in the very place where 
BioNet was in 2014. We also registered 
he company with Uganda Natural 
Chemotherapeutics Research 
Laboratories in 2015 because all our 
products are medicinal. 

1 tarted with shs0,000 to collect the. 
steva leaves from the airport and | 
was doing this alone. It was during my 
last yearat university. | got stevia from 
the US through a frend. He sent me 
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Joyce Naiweylso: 
Nyanzi shows youth le, st st e havetobe  Ryanzibeca 

+ I have continued to participate in different exhibitions in Uganda and 
East Africa. | also opened up branches in Mubende and Masaka, but 

| my employees misappropriated the money. | have since maintained 
+ one selling outlet in Kampala. The company has dilferent departments, 
| Every week, we hold departmental 
and conslder accounts. | have workers with different experis 

meetings to review perf mance 
ces and 

qualificalions, but | maintain a supervisory fofe. | procured a van that 
transports the products from Masanalu to Equatorial Mall n the city, 
My wife s in charge of finances and ) alwiays move with my daughter 
around laboratories, to acquaint her with the workings of the trade. 

leaves, which, using my tissue culiure 
skill.i soaked int Iish potato water 
and water hyacinth extracs, enabling 
me to grow it ocally. 

Making money from stevia 
Itarted multplying the plant and 
consulted with lectures at Makerere 
University. They said it would be 
helpful for people with diabetes 
and, they too, helped to market my 
products. | started making money 
from selling scedlings at sh5,000 and 
Twould make about sh3m per month. 
Ithen thought of making powdered 
stevia | asked my grandmother at 
'Masanafu for space to plant more on a 
large scale and she gave me one acte of 
land in 2014 that | am stll using. 
One tin of 1803 of powdered stevia 

costs sh15,000. It went wellas | sold 
tins getting between sh100,000 and 
530,000 per day. This motivated me. 
I planned to partcipate in exhibitions. 
So,1 went 10 Uganda Manufacturers 
‘Association in Lugogo to book an 
exhibiion sl for the 2015 trade fir 
‘The stalls ranged from $1,000 and 
more. | almost gave up, but on my way 
out I meta friend who enabled me o 
secure exhibition space at the Small 
Scale Industrics at shs300,000. 
T1old my mother, who then had 

awine making business, about the 
opportunity. She gave me the money 
in exchange for selling her wine. [ 

Musa Muklibl: 
Uganda needs 

uch as 

wsed the money to buy tns 10 pack 
powdered stevia, which | sold. | 
colected shB00.000 at the first shor, 
Afer the show, | was offered spcae 

atthe US Embassy for ther market 
organised at the embassy prermiscs 
througha frend | met while st at 
Buloba Agro Research Technology in 

Tihen went into making perfurnc, 
mosquio repellants, and deodorants 
among others. After getting the 
space, | realised there was need to 
advance the products and also to 
increase on the number of products 
sold. 

In 2016, I was invited to Switzerland 

for more entreprencurship training. 
1 packed some of the products to 
showease. Some of it spilled into 
the plane, giving off a strong scent. 
“The passengers loved it and became 
‘curious. Some bought my products. By 
the time I reached Switzerland, | had 
made $1000 dollars. 
Tused some of this money 1o 

rent a shop at Equatorial Mall 
and partcipating in several other 
exhibitions, mostly in Uganda. 

1 eamn about sh60m per month, 
‘with net profit of about sh30m after 

expenditure on producss. | save 
about 50%, which | inject back in my 
business. “- 

Wife 

Afroditah Namutebi, the wife to Nyanzi 
sags she s happy for the innovations 
‘and plans that her husband has. "l am 
optmistic that his plans will take us 
places"she says. 
She notes they are planing (0 do the. 

business as a family thing and as such.__ 
sheis fllyinvolved and s0 s their 
daugher 

Challenges 

@Negaive feedback 
‘®Lack of goodwillfrom policy makers. 
@Absence of pracical polic 
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