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KAMPALA. The ongoing construc-
tion of Bakuli-Nakulabye-Kasubi
Road, whose completion is antici-
pated by February 2018, is likely to
stall as Kasubi vendors have vowed
not to vacate the road reserve until
government relocates them to a suit-
able place.

In a three-hour crisis meeting that
was convened at the President’s of-
fice by Kampala Minister Beti Kamya
on Wednesday, vendors maintained
their earlier stance of not vacating the
contested road reserve, accusing gov-
ernment of working at a snail’s pace
to address their demands.

The vendors stormed the minister’s
office without any prior notification
to her.

Mr Musa Katerega, a vendor, told
the minister that although Kampala
Capital City Authority (KCCA) had
pledged to buy two acres of land on
Hoima Road, they are not ready to re-
log_a;e there, saying the space is not

" enotigh.”
M 1M

“We can’t relocate to that proposed
land because it can’t accommodate
all of us. Secondly, politicians have
involved themselves in KCCA'’s pro-
curement process to get us new land
and they are pushing for the land in
question because they have their per-
sonal interests,” Mr Katerega said.

He added that they were in talks
with the owner of the land on which
Kasubi Family Primary School sits to
allow them relocate to part of it.

However, controversy ensued over
the school as vendors were pitted
against each other over a plan to de-
molishit.

Whereas some wanted it demol-
ished to pave way for their relocation,
others protested the move, arguing
that it is the only school in the area.

The Buganda Land Board and KCCA
later intervened and ordered the ven-
dors off the school land.

The Bakuli-Nakulabye-Kasubi Road,
when completed, will connect to the
Northern Bypass with four lanes.

1t is one of the city roads which
are being constructed under the
Second Kampala Infrastructural and
Institutional Development Project
(KIIDP-2).

The five-year project, whose im-
‘plementation started in May 2015, is

.. furided by:World Bank and it seeks
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Each road will
have paved
walkways and
signal controlled
pedestrian
crossings to
ensure safety.

Nakulabye road project
stalls as vendors refuse to vacate

Complaint. Kasubi vendors have rejected
a two-acre piece of land on Hoima Road,
that KCCA wants to relocate them to.

to enhance infrastructural and
institutional capacity of Kampala
Capital City Authority (KCCA) and
improve urban mobility for inclu-
sive economic growth. The entire
project will cost $183.7m.

The project has two compo-
nents: the first component is the
widening and construction of city
roads, drainage and associated in-
frastructure.

The second component is the
institutional and systems devel-
opment support - this aims to
strengthen the capacity of KCCA
to deliver on its mandate.

The project is being imple-
mented by KCCA in the five divi-
sions of Kampala: Central, Nakawa,
Makindye, Kawempe, and Rubaga.

During the heated meeting, Ms
Kamya assured vendors that they
wouldn’t be displaced by the ongo-
ing works before KCCA finds a suit-
able place to relocate them.

She, however, warned KCCA of-
ficials and politicians against con-
nivance, adding that the entire
process must be transparent to
avoid further encumbrances that
may arise.

“This is a government pro-
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CAO directs town clerks

The Wakiso District chief
administrative officer (CAO), Mr Luke
Lokuda, has tasked all town clerks in
the district to recover money which was
distributed to youth groups under the
Youth Livelihood Programme (YLP)
According to Mr Lokuda , a total of
Shs.2b was given to various youth
groups in the district, but only Shs400m
has been recovered . | have written to
all town clerks in the district, directing
them to work with their community
district officers to recover all the money
from those groups which have refused
to pay back the money.” said Mr Lokuda.
[Joseph Kiggundu]

Varsity don advises on youth

KAMPALA Africa’s youth current
challenges of conflicts, unemployment

and climate change can be addressed

by youth themselves with guidance from
leaders, Mr Stephen Lamwaka, the Dean

of Health Sciences at Victoria University,
has said. Speaking at the Pan African
Forum in Kampala on Wednesday, Mr
Lamwaka said: “Over 70 per cent of
Africa’s population is below 30 years.
Youth constitute the future generation and
successful implementation of Pan African
ideas is through them." The forum under
the theme: “Empowering generations to
empower African native” was organised by

Victoria University. [Stephen Wandera] -
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“Thisisa

government
programme
and we expect
due diligence in
whatever stage of
the procurement
process.
Politicians must
back off this
process because
it's none of their
business, and as
the line minister, |
will investigate the
concerns ralsed by
you [vendors] and
make a resolution. |
assure you that no
one will evict you,”
KAMPALA MINISTER
BETIKAMYA
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gramme and we expect due diligence
inwhatever stage of the procurement
process. Politicians must back off
this process because it's none of their
business, and as the line minister, |
will investigate the concerns raised
by you [vendors] and make a resolu-
tion. Iassure you that no one will evict
you,” she said amid cheers.

Ms Kamya added that although ven-
dors claimed that they were in talks
with the owner of the land on which
Kasubi Family Primary School sits to
give them part of the land, she would
verify their claim by corroborating it
with the position of the land owner.
But, Ms Doreen Akatuhwera, the head
of KCCA procurement department,
told vendors during the meeting that
the procurement process takes some
time because it has to go through dif-
ferent stages.

“Those who are telling you that we
have already made the decision on
which land to buy for you are totally
lying to you because the process is
quite long. You need to be patient as
we complete this exercise,” she said.

Ms Akatuhwera explained that
vendors will be allowed to give their
views on the acquired land and that in
a situation where they disagree with
it, they will be given opportunity to
present their choices for consider-
ation.

Mr Li Wanhong, the project man-
ager of China Railway Seventh Group
Co. Ltd (CRSG), which was contracted
to construct the Bakuli-Nakulabye Ka-
subi Road, recently said its comple-
tion had been delayed due to untimely
compensation of residents affected by
the project.

While meeting Kampala City reli-
gious leaders in July, KCCA executive
director, Ms Jennifer Musisi, blamed
the delayed completion of Bakuli-
Kasubi Road on politicians whom she
accused of telling Kasubi market ven-
dors not to relocate.

Signaled junctions that have been
constructed in the city by KCCA under
the KIIDP-2 project include: Kabiraon |
Kira Road, Fairway Junction on Yusuf
Lule Road, and Bwaise Junction on |
Mambule Road. ‘

The completed roads and signaled f
junctions are slowly reducing con- |
gestion and they have given Kampala
City a facelift.
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