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Trucks load sand at
Lugumba Landing Site
on Lake Victoria in
Kasanje Sub-county,
Wakiso District. riLe pror

Nema, Chinese firmlock homs
over sandminingin L. Victoria

Contention. Nema says Mango Tree Group  facture ships after theydsecured g grounds tha;lt the company’s activi-
i license from the Uganda Invest- ESSUR ties would have a negative impact
Ltq was only perr_mtted to manufacture ATy ks TR O e systein, T g o], 2007
ships and must first seek approval to dredging on the lake shores,” said ~Concers. letter to Mango Tree Group direc-
engage in sand extraction. Ms Karekaho in an interview on ::\‘:L’:"'“'“‘":s“ tors, the Nema executive director, Dr
Wednesday. ml:::”;:md Tom Okurut, explained that Kimi Is-
BY JOSEPH KIGGUNDU “The sites where they want to g noueoed land, for instance, is a tilapia breed-
&AL-MAHDI SSENKABIRWA  excavate sand are very crucial. We  gang mining ing area, while Buusi and Nkumba
editorial@ug nationmediacom ~ warned them against tampering  activities in lakes are breeding and nursery areas for
with them because any destruction and majorswamps  Nile Perch as well as active fishing
WAKISO. The National Environ- may spark off a serious ecologi- acrossthecountry  grounds, which cannot be tampered
ment Management Authority cal disaster we may not handle as  willleadtoaserious  with,

(Nema) has warned of devastating a country. They can think of other ~ecologicaldisaster. Byt the company directors led by
environmental consequencesif Chi- areas but an EIA [Environmental Butthe booming Mr Water Lee insist that to develop
nese investors insist onminingsand  Impact Assessment] has to first be  construction water transport on Lake Victoria,
in Lake Victoria. carried out,” she added. industry where they need to dredge a ship channel
Ms Naomi Karekaho, the Nema sand is much on the lake bed to open up aroute to

spokesperson, said Mango Tree Background :":dedmd Mwanza Port in Tanzania.
Group Ltd was only permitted to On September 2 last year, the ﬁ':o::fﬂ aithart “To develop water transport on
manufacture ships and must first company submitted its first EIA re- thus s,_.nﬁmg'y Lake Victoria, we need to do some

seek approval to engage in sand ex-  nart tn Nema seekine annroval tn aics s s ArnAmine in nanin wawks af éla 1"
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Pickpocket arrested

KAMPALA. Police in Nsambya, a city
suburb, are holding a man who wes
caught red handed snatching phones
from passengers at Nszmbya Poiice
Barracks on Tuesday afterncon. The
suspects had snatched two phones
from taxi passengers when police
officers amested him. The suspecton -
interrogaticn confessed to the crime
and promised to work with police to
arest his accomplices. In Decernber,
police spokesperson Emilian Kayima
listed Nsambya traffic lights s one of
the top crime spots in Kampala where
taxi passengers are usually targeted by
criminals. [Joseph Kato).

Police boss makes pledge . .

KAMPALA. Kampala Metropolitan
Police commander Frank Mwesigwa
has promised to provide security to
leaders of crime preventers who have
reportedly received death threats from
unknown goons. He said leaders of the
National Crime Preventers Forum are
under threat after unknown persons
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Nema, Chinese firm lock
0s over sand mining

The sites where
they want to
axcavate sand
are very erugial,
We warned them
against tampering
with them because
any destruction
may spark off a
serious ecological
disaster we
may not handle

asacountry "
NAOMI KAREKAHO,
NEMA SPOKESPERSON

“We are poor

as adistrict,

but we shall not
seek temporary
economic gains
at the expense of
the environment
because if we

do so, our future
will be bleak

« asacountry,”
MATIA LWANGA
BWANIKA,
WAKISO DISTRICT
CHAIRPERSON
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Nema and offer us a dredging li-
cence and we begin our project,”
said Mr Shuchun Fan, another
company director. “Currently,
we don’t have a licence and that’s
why we can’t do anything though
we have launched the ship to
show government how ready we
are,” he added.

The plan by Mango Tree Group
Ltd to excavate sand from the lake
has since caused a standoff be-
tween Wakiso District chairper-
son Matia Lwanga Bwanika and
councillors. While Mr Bwanika
insists the company’s activities
will kill aquatic organisms in the
lake, the councillors led by the
speaker, Mr Simon Nsubuga, say
since the district needs money to
facilitate various development
projects, sand mining can be
embraced as of the key revenue
sources.

Council divided

Early this month, Mr Bwanika
accused councillors of taking
bribes from Gen Salim Saleh,
the coordinator of the Operation
Wealth Creation programme, to
endorse the Chinese sand mining
project, an accusation they have
since denied.

In an interview on Wednesday,
Mr Bwanika said he will not yield
to any pressure to back a project
he believes will endanger the
lake.

“We are poor as a district, but
we shall not seek temporary eco-
nomic gains at the expense of the
environment because if we do
so, our future will be bleak as a
country,” he said

Gen Saleh has since openly
backed the excavation of sand
from the lake, saying the country
must make sacrifices if it is to at-
tain industrialisation.

Mango Tree had initially been
licensed by the Uganda Invest-
ment Authority to build ships,
a port and ship yard at Kawuku.
It was also expected to use one
of the built dredgers to open the
water ways. A dredger they built
was recently commissioned by
State minister for Trade Michael
Werikhe.
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