
EDITOR|s, 

EViCtion of vendors, 
4 Nationg) challenge 
i fle\cr'i“auonom:.eetmzn.:msinRampalah"’ Ee,Sympathy and heated debate a ¥ 
_mda.wmkdqauflwugfiuarg\um'-"* Ry 

BN, the g TV TEStore e trafh flow and pubtio . b erea,hlvanthemndmusamrym'fl’““’”‘“m' 

setl'(ethanasmp]embanplannhgflm 

{ons means of survival. To evict them without alterna. !Qflolu@mns isnotjust a Kampala problem; it s a national BOV- nce issye, 
“Mpala, as the €apital, naturally sets a precedent. But the les- 3on extends beyond city boundaries. Git- fes such as Jinja, Gulu, Mbale and Mbara. ™o likcas a face similar tensions between urban or- @ Issue: der and informal ]jvelihmds.'l‘hewav!(am Urbar Pala handles this crisis will shape national Planniy attitudes toward urban policy and the del- icate balance between regulation and hu- man dignity, 

It s unceniable that urban spaces re- quire order. Streets blocked by hawkers disrupt traffic, limit access for emergency 4 vehicles and can compromise safety, But and heavy-handed evictions, often carried out iy Thiomel B 1 and force, fail to ac- but they knowledge the broader socio-economi, 2lso deserve context. The vendors'pxedimmmtissymp~ livelihaods, tomatic of a deeper national challenge- dignity and high youth unemployment, imited formal hope. Evictions ~ sector OPEortunities and the growing pres- without sures of urbanisation. ey itions A guvermnmlthatseelfsn_’modemlse its ‘ cities must also modernise its approach to of “‘TZ"E;”O"Q governance. Policies must be inclusive, par. Se. ticipatory and humane. Eviction should be alast resort, preceded by dialogue relo. cation options and support prograrmmes For instance, vendors ¢ould be allocated designated salls, introdyted . co-operative or offered rainingto transition into formal magicer. places. . 
ghts the importance of national apital City Authority (KCCA) can. Of Trade, Finance, Labour and Lo cal Government must collaborate {o ensure that urban regula- tion does not become urban marginalisation. A patchwork ap- proach that punishes the mostvulnerale while allowing larger, miore powerful informal actors 1o continue unchecked will only exacerbate: inequality_ and fuel resentmen. Out cities are growing, our population expanding and cco- o opportunities remain limited. The ex oo of vendors is areflection of national priorities Are e e growth that protects livelihoods while or are we content with policq 

man dignity? The answer will shape the social citizens and the State for- Years to come, 
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