had been awarded to the Chinese firm,
Chongaing International Construction
Corporation (CICO), a subsidiary of

Price. The cost of constructing the new
Aswa Bridge.

COURTESY OF UNPA

what the nation has seen with other
projects.
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Maw spnelal renart The Promias Tracker (5 Oolly Monitor s wonkly special feature
thiat will track thn promizes modn by leadsrs of all eategorins as well ns public agencles to
ro se r er the people The alim 14t cauas aeeountabllity, show status and analyse whether It wos a
malistic unrealistic or ampty promiae
traffle and sizeq of cirpo moving I;CY'”“ it,
clally with the boom in trade betvieen
= = - el andd South Sudan., That perhaps
explning why it buekled uneler the welght of
o truel that had reportedly been carrying
, more thin 600 bogs of cement.
= Following the nceldent, UNRA wns foree
to deploy boats to help people make the
erossing. Trallic was also diverted to
Agrwong-Arom-Awere roaed,
In February 2016, the Executive Direetor
of UNRA, Ms Allen Kagina, was foreed to
ceonomy activity led to an inerease in - make the journey to Puranga to examine
AYISAAC MUFUMDA  Chongaing Foreign Trade and Economic the voliumes of traffie and cargo passing — and assess the extent of the damage
Tt estcssadacom - Cooperation Group Company Limited through the bridge, but there was little  eatsed.
(CFTEC). activity in the form of maintenance Shortly nfterwards, Mr Allan Ssempebwa
THE PROMISE: CTCO is also the contractor working on aorvice. Kyobe, the URA media relations manager,
One of the areas that the ruling National — the 350 million Entebbe-Kampala Expross The only time It received some attention  issued another statement in Knmpala in
— Resistance Movement (NRM) party  highway. during the post-independence era was  which he said the bridge would be wider
committed jteelf to channel its enerpy to The contract was awarded several between June 2010 and 2011 when it was — and longer than the one which had caved
in the period between 2016 and 2021 was months after the bridge, which is loeated glvenafacelift and work was commissioned n
the improvement of infrastructure and  in Puranga on the Lira-Kitpam Road and in the middle of 2011, Mr Kyobe said the new structure would
facilitics under the water transport, connects several districts in northern It was not possible to establish what the  be 24.9 metres longer and would have
Onthe moming of Monday, Apnil 18,2016, Uganda, including Abim, Agago, Pader, scope of work entailed, but it would appear  three spans, two more than the one span
the acting station manager of the Uganda  Kitpum and Lamwo districts and also that what was done did not do much to  that the damaged one had.
National Roads Authority (UNRA) in Lira,  helps to conneet Uganda to South Sudan, helpit cope with the upsurge involumesof — “The new bridge will have two lanes of
NMs Francy Harriet Ogam, appeared before — collapsed on the night of October 20,
the district leadership where she promised 2015,
that Aswa Bridge would be constructed By the time it caved in, the bridge had MONITOR'S POSITION
within a record 12 months. clocked 65 years of existence. It had  Develepment. | UNRA also deserves a commendation
“The contract is 12 months. So these are  been constructed by the colonialists at - The new Aswa NRA deserves a commendation | delivering on other bridges that have
effective and efficient people, they will — time when flow of traffic and tonnage of ~ Bridge (below) for having delivered on this project =0 far been worked on.
. deliver the project within the 12 months.  commodity soods between the Acholi and has two lanes within the shortest time possible. One of the biggest challenges has
= I'm very sure because they have already  Lango sub-regions were minimal. of 3|"5 '";"‘,’5_ While it is true that the project was been the fallure to work on bridges,
mobilised (equipment and funds),” Ms A drastic increase in the population and et eiiws completed a few menths after the | rmany of which had been constructed
Ogam said. on either side ’;’m one year period within which it had prior to indepandence. We now need
She was speaking a few days after a shsub non-motorised been promised, the extension to the 5 comprehensive plan to do the
contract for the reconstruction work traffic. moro date of completion was not as long as bridges. The natlon does not nead to

wait until a bridge caves In before itis
fixed.
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oS ench, und o LS moetre walbwiy
! ysdde for non-motorised traffic,” he
it l‘“”',--:I:l"""""'-
r‘ “M(.,”nmng:h wis thot thicwas not
'|u.'|‘:l pime that peoaple at UNRA or those
|""‘"-|'l""'m" hind been making promises
VL dires actoss the country,
o l\I‘L Amons: 17 bridees that the NRM had
o cnmpiignmanifesto committod
n ||}i;""'" 1:on inthe period botween 2011
4
e ;1(“‘;“" (he other bridees that hae been
Pty o fOr reconstruction during the
v‘“l"i" “riod include the second bridge
under construction in Jinjn,
avn bridee which connects the
ol Nakascke and Masindi, Awoja
ct o the Mbnle Soroti highway and
I nhl;zplhnl connects Knberamaido
I\““li‘“..ll‘ p(‘k(‘lﬂ district.
“.!"l‘l_' Dby the time the bridge collapsed
oo 0 it of October 2015 no work had
ot }L'. which suggests that nothing
X schu(lulvrl to be ('lnne onit in the
I ’Ct(hm had heen promised.
wriod hco not the first time that a bridge
"u was ¢ scod but remained unattended to,
“:: ‘Kanungu District and Malaba in
oS ict hod suffered a fate similar to
1\“‘“0' pridee and nothing had been done
/\5“"‘ his on end. n,.tlwrvfur'c, followed
MM e was very little optimism that
would be fixed and within the
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|MPA-C|I“°“ of the bridge caused a
U“"“"on of ,mrn]nl transport activity
disnlpl‘ ira and Kitgum, which resulted
bcl“'cc“qrbi'mry l'ukmg of transport fares

the fares had more than doubled, A journey
between Agweng: and Omot which need to
cost ane within the region of She7000, had
risen to Shs15000, a cost which tradors
wore passing on to the consumers, making
prices of commoditios in the area some of
the highest in the country,

However, now that the bridge is done and
transport fares and commodity prices have
returnoed tonormal, so have operations along,
the route, This is expected to open up come
trade and employment opportunities.

Destruction of the bridge had also resulted

GEFICIAL POSTTION

ell, the doubiters have been
confounded. Slinhtly more than a

year after Ms Ogam and Mr Ssempabwa
doclared that UNRA would be delivering a
new and bigger bridge within a period of
one yenr, it Is done and it Is scheduled to be
commissioned soon

“Work on the bridge Is complete and it
Is now open to traffic. Unlike the previous
one, It Is a relnforced concrete structure
with a design life span of 120 years and it
has been ralsed so well that It cannot be
affected by floods. It also has approach
roads which have been tarmacked oneither
sald," sald Mr Allan Kyobe Ssempwebwa.

He sald work was done at a cost of
Shs11blllion, There was no donor funding
He adds that UNRA has In the period
between 2015 and now fixed other bridges
such as Manafa and Ndaga in eastern
Uganda, Ala, Enyau and Goll in West
Nile, Nyamugasanl, Biraara, Ntungwe and
Maliba in western Uganda and Kabaale In
central region.

\C ¢ A S,
ot odity prices. -
in m\ﬂ;i‘mm actors had joined UNRA in

dC
anile P boats to help people make the
'i.duhi came at a high price.
s:;xl\ﬁ-m,o monthsof thebridge’s collapse,
Wil v JPR—
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“Damagetothe  “Evenif the “That bridge
bridge had not contractor had always been
only affected might have important. It was
communication inflated workon  developed by the
betweenLiraand  thebridge, we colonialistsasa
the great Acholi  really thank the unifying factor,
region,butithad governmentfor  adeveloper and
also immensely the work thathas acommunicator
affectedtrade . beendone. The between the
and transport. impactisreally Acholiand Langi.
Thosein the big. The other The colonialists
transport one (bridge) had told the
businesscould  claimedsomany  people thatthe
notoperateas lives. People bridge would last
one had to go lostcars. Those  for100years,
either through with big trucks but maintenance
Guluoreven were always was poor and
Karamoja.That  afraidtouseit. the monitoring
meant that People would wasn't good.
profitability " becompletely Heavy trucks
was greatly stuckduringthe ~ were allowed on,
reduced. We rains, but they but now thatit
nowexpectthe  aremowmoving  hesbeenworked
levels of trade fromKitgumto  onitwillrevive
toincrease,” SouthSudanvia  theregion,”-
JONATHAN ODUR, MP Lamwo,” CHARLES ANGIRO
LI gugroumur ST
SOUTH, LIRA DISTRICT K SOUTH, .
oAy ilcT LIEAQISTRICT

mise 'v;as EAmPﬁ

Past:People risk
It had collapsed under the welght of a truck
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of the old bridge soon after

Ing River Aswa th

in a massive decline in traffic and volumes
of cargo in markets such as Nakaping,
Onekaidaine and Mocaware markets, which
is in close proximity to the bridge. ;

These facilities, which offer a wide
range of products including animals and
agricultural tools and inputs, operate on
different days of the week.

Nakaping market days are on Mondays
while the market days for Mocaware
and Onekaidaine are on Tuesdays and
Saturdays respectively.

Operations in the three markets and
indeed in all trading centres along the

Lira-Kitgum road had as a‘resu]t of .the_
destruction of the bridge hit an a}l-tlme

low.

gh on the gl
in October 2015. FHOTO COURTESY OF UNPA

.

The hardest hit were perhaps the eateries.
The situation is now expected to change for
the best. It is"hoped that the bridge will
boost economic activity along the entire
stretch from Kitgum to the common border
crossing with South Sudan at Madi Opei in
Lamwo District.

Over the years South Sudan has been
emerging as Uganda’s biggest market in
the region. According to statistics obtained
from the Uganda Bureau of Statistics
(UBOS) exports to the country increased
to $399,766 million in 2014 from $132,816
million in 2012.

During that period Uganda overtook Kenya

- whose exports had reached $390,321in 2014
up from $132,816 million in 2012.
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