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URA’s 10 million dollar recovey

URA says the money
was shipped inas car-
go,among kitchenware,
and its officer declined a
bribe offer by the clear-
ingagent and escalated
the matter to authority’s
supeniors.

BY BUSEIN SAMILU

public disclosure by Uganda's tax
authonty that it recovered in ex-

cess of $10m (Sha37h) smuggled

_ @ through Entebbe International
Airport has raised more questions than

answers.

The revelation has come under scru-
tiny after sources at the aviation secu-
iy, which combunes civilian and mili-
tary intelligence, as well as §pedial Fores
‘s Command, told this publication they
Wwere unaware of the discovery.

On one hand, if the discovery holds
wahe then by N .

Ontheoth
er hand, aracks have begun to show in
thenarrative, and theresn bes the rub.
Iilfh!!xixvd secunty sources said
aland

would i d Y

T U
curnity inquines as to the source and

N

purposeo the y.

According to an offiaal familiar with

the process, Uganda Revenue Authori-
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ton Security, A A URA tax officer on duty in 2021. The authority has reportedly of $10m (Shs37b) which was gglod through Entebbe
ter-agency meeting to discuss the cash Airport. PHOTOFILE
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No such notafication or meet: intheline of reportingsuch  Police, which would ordinarily tal But this means they are not reading | “We have picked interest in (},,
inghappened, and key stake cases were also rewarded. lhthadinmin\mpmsaidkii rmmenmp:‘:ywnhm-“'m M“Wo{wmm‘m“-“?ﬂr
halders at the country S on- Butto URA, thisaction  had left the matter to URA, which has  said police were instead handling the  vidingintelligence to the inve;,

Iy international airport was a feather in their  powers to handle cases from arrestto  matter. agencies. For now, thatis all 1 ¢y S48
learnt of the discovery in apinits effortstocurb  prosecution. Mr Musinguzi said police, in collabo-  Mr Wanderasaid. b
themedia smugglingandrampant  *URA has powers to arrestand pros- ~ ration with FIA, had d the of the Ugang,, & *

URA s2id the money was trade mis-invoicing,  ecute cases.1 had a conversation with  probe. *-We handed the money to Bank turnee from Turkey remain shroyg,
shipped in as carga, among which robs the govern-  them, and we agreed that they handle - of Uganda for safe custody, the culprit - inmystery, as dothe dates v, ;™
Rhemware, and its officer ment of taxes. their matter, so everything fromarrest  was arrested, and the police and FIA | shewill bearraignedin court. °
declined-2bribe offer by the On the flip side. howev- | to prosecution is being done by them, b investigation"he  Mr also declined o p,,
cleanng agent and escalated the er, the discovery of awhopping ~ and thus they can ftatively com- ~ said. dmilsoru:egleanngﬂrmnndsh
matterto . Shs379billion being smuggledintothe  ment about it,” Police spokesperson  Ifthe police account on the matteris | pingcompany involved, noting th.,

She’s since been rewarded with  country on a cargo plane raises a red Kituuma Rusoke said on Sunday. accurate, then it would bei i d

Shssomand a X i flagth: attention and i

the tay drawing interest of Ugan- d 1 i be- ummuusm'mhﬁnrddhrme, Omcialsrmmthesankorumn
¢an diplomats after claims themoney  tween Uganda and the country of ori- given its Financial Crimes Investiga-  (BoU) had not responded to ou i,
orignated from Turkey. gn tion Divisk isspedi tasked  jesby

Ms Enid Priscilla Katusiime, therecip- By last evening, the matter had not h i MrC thehead ofg,
jent and alleged whi : been escalated beyond an internal 1 Air- i media c atioy
turned info a national topic aftersheal-  probe, as the governmenthad yetto  Highconduct.  Probe. part told this newspaper that they nei- said: “Iforwarded it (email) to my 1,
legedly rejected a Shoo million bribe  contact Turkey, the originof thenearlly  “Yourfirm'sre-  "URA has ther sawnar heardof theincidentinthe  es and they have not responded
toinduce ber tolook away and notdis-  Shs3S billion. solve to powers to past. ks jdthey = Oncetheyrespond, Iwill revert 1>

o~ of fmumﬁ:mtehﬂrxdmﬁ integritydes-  arrestand onlyheard aboutitinthemedia. We shall probably respond tomorr

abouttwoto  fairs, Mr Okello Oryem, said: “We ite pressure  prosect Civil ~ (today)”
thnewe:ksasn.'mmmh— 50 learnt about that incident where a mhdodm casu.lurt:du Amconudgd.u;‘eysanda Ly, URA . doy)
mcemxmmmmmm Uganda returnee from Turkey triedto ~ the money nversation son, Mr Y said:“Forcus-  prits whistle-blg
a ‘mter- mnxglemry@ntnummmgh reflectsahigh  with them, and toms, the airport is manned by staff | ers. s A

view Last Sunday. : Entebbe International Airportandwas ~ standard of we agreed that of the URA_ Our role as UCAA is to pro- A similar scenario unfolded on Jany

OnThursday MrMusnguzirewarded — arrested, and the cash tothe i they handle videthemwithiinfrastructure, andthat ~ ary 26, 2024, when URA enforcemey
Ms Katusiime with a pro anda  BankofUgandaf lity that the their matter, isth fationshi andif = arrested d

Y i He added: “We further understand ituti 50 everythi e ing especial G Sh il

forwhat he calle an act of valowr. that investigating agencies in collabo- | e fromarmostto Iy fomtop cfbcile phen] thacis the | geVilage, Waliso Distict. Like i

ﬂmﬁm&mdv:mup}olfimgg- mmmmlmm Thisisthekind " prosecution is truth "~ | | current Katusiime's case, the suspey
ntydspnemnﬂ the  Auth of conduct being done ‘The FIA said it has now launched a | tried tobribe officers but was instead;
mm:m;hgzmmdm tion into the matter, but tothe bestof = we them, and thus probe into the circumstances under | rested.

c i : bod-  my none of the i i from all our canautho- ' which the Ugandan returnee: | Likewise,on. 2021, URA arres
e hesaid the o | i usto oMceratURA  Htetvaly conn ey S ol it sy
ﬁcgrdagxmmedm_chnghmlevpl them escalate the matter withthegov-  Commissioner ment aboutit,” eyintothe country. ! form to evade scrutiny. He was foun
of integrity and commitment to duty. ~ ernment rButwearecommit-  General, Mr Police spokes-  The FIA Executive Director, Mr Sam ; with a truckload of goods, includin
“This s the kind of conduct we expect ~ ted asthe Ministry of Foreign Affairsto  John Musingu- person Rusoke ‘Wandera, told the Daily Monitorthat ' pens, worth Shs300millionin taxes.
.fromallourofficers™ . .. .. . . .offerthat yapproach . ‘ziRujoki .. Kituuma.. . . _ ity ini - - It
Rwasnotcleariftheothertaxofficials  ns” " = DA g2 oty s.4q3 4pits
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MOST SMUGGLED ITEM

102024, URA mnked mobile
phones ns the highest smuggled
itom at tho Entebbe airport
passongor torminal. “The increase
In phona smuggling Is largely
attributed to ignorance of valuos
and taxos to ba paid, and grood
by tho traders to porsistently
ovado taxos on mobile phones,
URA said. This was nftor socurity
oporatives and customs officers
solzod mobllo phones worth over
515200 million (about $66,000)
Inamajor crackdown targeting
smugglors. Ina bid to ond phone
°l'"ulu|lng, URA has recontly

sections 45and 46 of the East
Africa Community 1)
Management Act (EACCMA)
2004, (amendod) and the panalty
Is handled according to Section
209 of the EACCMA.

What are the established lines

and of clearing?
URA statos that passongers with
nothing to declare to Customs
(URA) or with baggage consis-
ting of only goods within the pros-
cribed passonger: Jllowm:- (io.
0ods for porsonal usa not excee-
5lng the value of $500 (Shs1.8m)
shall oxit the passenger torminal
through the green channel. While
h dutiable or ros-

such as passengor profiling.
usingintelligonce notworks,
camorns and non-intrusive
inspoction scanners at the airport.
InUganda, concealment of

.dl;onos with the aim to smugglo

ntravonos Section 202 whero
Penalty is 50 porcent of tho
Valuo, while failure to doclaro tho

tricted goods shall go through the
ndchn‘nou:fwdochn their goods
through a simplified declaration
form (PB4), pay appropriate cus-
toms taxoes, and oxit the terminal
with their goods (cargo). The pe-
naltios for inaccurate doclaration
and non-compliance can bo se-
vore, Indudlnllh,::;y& fines and/or

Phones t.

 raises many questions

TOP QUESTIONS
st 64 odssohslBNSl money?
Vihy did URA
take two to thres Y/hy did URA
woaks Lo spank out risk exposingits
on such a sensitive staff when the sus-
sacurity matter? pact romains under
wraps?
Why did URA do-
cidn toaward its 6vlhy concenl the
staff Sha50m ba- claaring firm and
fora the matterwas  shipping company?
oven taken to trial in
court? Why are police
and URA spen-
3Whyham’!lhq king at cross pur-
governmentes-  poses on the body
calated the matter invastigating the
toTurkeytoundars-  case?
tand the origin and
the motive behind At what stago
the money? of inspeaction or
cloaring was this
Whois the per- cargo or parcel no-
'son bohind the ticed or flagged?
list for deficiencies in Anti-Money Laurr

dering (AML) and Combating the Fi-
nancing of Terrorism (CFT). Parliament
responded by passing amendments 1o
the Companies Act, Partnership Act,
and Trustees Incorporation Act, along-
side the Companues (Beneficial Owners)
Regulations, 2023.

By February 2024, Uganda was re-

URAC: John Rujoki. PHOTO/FILE maoved from the grey list, and by June
. % (g o the . 2025, the European Union also slnx:
fonomical i dand theun- | briefcase-like structure ICSOUIC ) Uganda off its list of high-risk thire
known = -sum.‘s:': e ‘,an of theil has not been credited. above $10 quires clearance from ~ Uganda's antimoney laundering laws ~ countries. .

In past cases, URA officials showcased  Under URA's 2023 clearancerule,an-  FIA. . and oversees financial transactions  FIA has since been at the forefront of
exhibits, products, i orve- |y h ythroughthe | FIA, established by an Act of Parlia-  withinthecountry. freezing accounts of individuals and or-
h\clcs, but this time, photos circulat- airport must dgd:u'! amounts exceed-  ment, monitors, investigates, and pre- 1In 2020, Uganda was placed on the Fi- 1 henever mo-
ing online show stacks of $100 billsina -~ ing Shs37 million (§10,000). Any sum * vents money launderimg; It enforces ~ nancial Action Task Force (FATF) grey  tive of funds s questionable.
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ADDENDUMNO.1

ADDENDUM ‘TO . THE BIDDING DOCUMENT FOR THE
SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF TYPE B AMBULANCES:

LOT.1: TWO (2 NO) FOR NAMAGUMBA-BUDADIRI -
NALUGUGU ROAD UPGRADING PROJECT.

LOT 2: ONE (1NO.) FOR LAROPI-MOYO-AFOGI AND
ONE(1NO.) FOR KATUNA-MUKO-KAMUGANGUZI ROAD
UPGRADING PROJECTS.

MOWT/SPLS/25/26/00464/1/2

Reference is made to the above subject which was
advertised in the Daily Monitor on 31 March, 2026.This
is to inform the Public that-an addendum to the bidding
document has been issued and the bid closing and
opening has been extended up to 07/05/2026 at 11:00a.m
and 11:30a.m respectively. All other conditions remain

the same Sorry for the inconveniences.

Waiswa Bageya

Permanent Secretary
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHANGES IN BOARD

OF BANK OF BARODA (UGANDA) LIMITED
(Under Rule 36(2) (h) and Rule 54 of the USE Listing Rules 2025) 4 <ol

|

The Board of Directors of Bank of Baroda (Uganda)
Limited informs its shareholders and the public that Mr. -
Chandan Singh will take over as Managing Director on
April 22, 2026. This transition occurs as Mr. Shashi
Dhar concludes his successful tenure in Uganda and
follows the formal receipt of all necessary regulatory
approvals.

Mr. Singh brings over 20 years of intemational and

domestic banking experience to the role. He holds a

Bachelor of Science and is a certified Associate /
(CAlIB) and Junior Associate (JAIIB) of the Indian
Institute of Bankers. The Board expects his extensive
global background to strengthen the Bank’s regional
operalions and strategic growth.

Mr. Chandan Singh

In recognizing this leadership change, the Board congratulated Mr. Singh on his new
appointment and shared its sincere appreciation for Mr. Dhar's years of dedicated
service to the institution.

By Order of the Board
Bank of Baroda (Uganda) Limited
www.bankofbaroda.ug
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