o, Laxes, anu vane vaie vl our

recruitment and confirmation of |
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Equally, Mr Apollo Ekakoro, a busi-

“Aware that [in poverty rankings]

b servants,leaving several offices un- families,"she said. “have clients who staythat side,”
i i ' Mrlan Kyeyune takes oath as Wakiso District chairperson on May 18. Ms Bukirwa also complained ' Mr Kafumbe said.
‘“We are ending the term when there = PHOTO/ NOELINE NABUKENYA
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TORORO. Several Tororo District
residents are in celebratory mood fol-
lowing the election of Mr Jacob Oboth
as the Speaker of Parliament.

Villages and towns across the dis- :

trict marked the news with impromp-

tu street gathenngs, drumming, and
thanksgiving services at churches and

mosques. :

Local leaders joined rallies in various
sub-counties and urban councils, call- -
ing the Speaker’s elevation a historic
moment that recognises Bukedf's grow- -

Ing national influence.

The Prime Minister of Tieng Adho-

la Cultural Institution, Mr Josel Obbo,
thanked the Head of State for support-

mngObothsbld,saymhxselevauon :

Ml_‘ beo said Mr Oboth is fit for the
Position based on his 15 years of experi-
ence in Parliament.

“We thank the President and the en-
tire Parliament for entrustmg Oboth-
Oboth with the position. P'm confident
that he will steer the House well based
on the vast experience he has attained,”
hesaid.

Mr Obbo urged the Speaker to work
together with his deputy to guide the
House to come up with laws that pro-
mote peace and the observance of hu-
man rights.

Commenting on Mr Oboth’s eleva-
tion, Uganda’s former High Commis-
sioner to Kefiya, Ms Phibby Awete Otaa’
la, who is the Tororo District NRM par-

election as House Speaker

Residents celebrate after West Budama Central MP Mr Jacob Oboth was
elected Speaker of Parliament on Monday. PHOTO/JOSEPH OMOLLO

ty vice chairperson, said it facilitates re-
gional balance.

She said the elevation, if properly uti-
lised, would help answer some of the
pending presidential pledges, especial-

ly the elevation of Tororo hospital to a

regional referral hospital for the Bukedi

Sub-region and expedition
sation of Alice Lakwena wf;frgslppep

among others.

Ms Otaala stressed the need for ac-

countable representation.

Mr Benjamin Olem, a farmer and

small-business owner, said they hoped

the Speaker’s position would translate
into concrete support for agricultural
inputs, market access, and rural infra- "

stru

s 2
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He'appealed to thenew Speaker tofol- -
' low through on promises of training -

' nessman at Malaba border, appealed
to the new leadership to consider how
is cut, will connect the region to many

best to rejuvenate clearing and for-
warding at Malaba border.
“Irememberit's Oboth who officiated
at the opening of the small gate at Mala-
ba Border entry point that helped tore-
juvenate cross-border trade in Malaba,

-8 andit"s.myprayerthatheplays arolein

reverting clearing and forwarding busi-
ness at the border because being the
son of the soil, he is well versed with the

contribution of cross border trade to
~  thesurrounding communities,”hesaid.

Mr Paul Gonza, the former aspirant

for the Tororo District's LC5 seat,urged
- Mr Oboth to balance regional interests

with the Speaker’s constitutional role

ABOUT OBOTH-OBOTH

Lawmakers elected West Buda-
ma Central MP Jacob Oboth,
alias Oboth-Oboth, on Monday.
He will be deputised by Mr Tho-
mas Tayebwa in the 12th Parlia-
ment.
Previously, Mr Oboth served as
the Defence and Veteran Affairs
mlmsteranddmrpersonoﬂhe

parli

Legal and Parliamentary Affairs.
In his inaugural speech, Mr
Obothplodgedtoleadapoople
centred and accountable House.

- fluences committee

- Bukedi is the second hardest hit sub-re-

gion,siuing at the table where the cake

opportunities,and now the task of our
son is to see how best to use the posi-
tion to save the sub-region,”he said.

The Bishop of Bukedi Diocese, Rev
Samuel George Bogere Egesa, thanked
President Museveni for guiding Mem-
bers of Parliament through the ruling
National Resistance Movement (NRM)
parliamentary caucus,saying the move
demonstrated a transition to mature
politics.

“But I am sure that God will guide the
new Speaker and his deputy because
all of them seem to have experience
and have learnt a lesson from the on-
going saga facing the former Speaker of

The bishop tasked Mr Oboth to push
for the implementation of the presi-
dential directive on creating three dis-

. tricts and one city from Tororo District,

which he said would help bring servic-
es closer to the people.

Tororo District Chairperson John
Okea noted the symbolic and practi-
cal importance of the role. The Speak-
er sets the tone for legislative work, in-

appointments,and
can shape how Parliament holds the

- Executive to account.

“For those who may not know, the

- election of Oboth represents hope that
Pa;h;mentyvillh&ermﬂectegeryday
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