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Marksons — Oboy's 
onns Speaker for the 

20 Padlament  yesterday 
marked the umination of one 
of the country’s most quietly 

calentaed polical Journeys. 
For years, Oboth hasoperated 

away from the noise, theatrics 
and popullst batles hat ofien 
dominate the country’s political 
landscape. 
Sof-spoken. legally grounded 

and nstiutionally minded, 
e bullt his Influence steadily 
dhrough _ commitice rooms, 
legal drafing. parlamentary 
procedure and_ disciplined 

litical engagement. 

"Now, 3 Speaker, Oboth 
steps Into one of the country’s 
most powerful offices, canying 
wWith him decades of fegal and 
parliamentary experience and 
2 deeply personal 10Ty rooted 
in rurl stuggle resilience, 
humily and fath. 
Mis rie fom a village 

school in Tororo (0 the chair  Oboth (centre) celebrating with other members of Parilament upon belng declared 
of Paament reflects the  winner In the speakershlp race for the 12th Parllament. This was at Kololo 
jectory of @ man who Independence Grounds, yesterday 
says leadership IS notbuilt 
through noise, bt through  His educational survival often  was "picked from the streets”,  Including the one on  rules, 

“consulttion, trust and service  depended on opportunly, faith  clarfying that while life was  discipline and_privileges; and 
rendered over time™. and the kindness of others, At diffiult, he never lacked the legal and parlamentary 
Bom on Aprl 13. 1971, one point, Oboth workedat ~ parental care. alllrs commitce. Hewas lsoa 

in casem Ugands's Tororo  a construction sit in Buziga member of the House's natural 
district, Oboth grew up. inWest for an employce of National POLITICAL BREAKTHROUGH resources commitiee. 
Budama, the constituency he  Water and Sewage Corporation ~ Oboth's political breakihrough ~ Oboth also led ~ the 
lter reprvsented in Parliament. ~ (NWSC) who needed “an cme in 2011 when he won parlamentary  ad  hoc 
Fic is the cighth and last bom  honest young man” to the West Budama  South commitee that investigated 
of only boys. safeguard building matcrials  parlamentary  seat afier  Uganda's electricity sub-secior, 

Unlike many elte political ~ while he attended school. defeating_then labour staie further enhancing his _profile 
figures whose stories arc tied  That amangement enabled  minister Dr Emmanucl Ouaala. s a_legisltor _comfortable 
to_privicge_and _expensive  him 1o continue his studies at  His victory survived a court handiing_technically complex 
schools, Oboth's_educational  Gaba Secondary School before ~ challenge, firmly csiablishing  and _poliically ~ sensiave 
joumey was marked by laier completing O'Level at St himas a serious politcal figure  assignments 
hardship and uncertainty. Denis Sschugwawo Secondary  in Tororo politcs 
In an exdusive interview with  School in Ggaba. Oboth was re-clected in  PARTICIPATION IN 
Nee Visior, Oboth describeda ~ Even then, financil pressure 2016, becoming the first  AGE LIMIT RENOVAL 
chidhood shaped by financial  persisted. Iegisator since 1996 1o win a  One of the defining moments 
siuggle, but anchored by After staying home for two second consccutive term in the  of his parlamentary career 
determined, loving parents.  years searching for school fees,  constituency. came during the controversial 
“Iwenttoa rural school inmy ~ Oboth_eventually joined Toro Inside ~ Parliament, Oboth ~ Constitutional Amendment Bill 

village called Muwafu Primary  High School for A'level, parly  quickly distinguished himself ~ No. 2 of 2017, which removed 
School in Tororo,” he said. because the arrangement there  through technical competence  presidential age limits from the 
ol recalled ~ scoring  allowed him to combine studies and committee work. Consttution, 
seven aggregates in Primary  with support from missionaries.  Over the years, he chaired s chairperson of the legal 
Seven. He later joined Manjasi  He dismisses claims that he  several influential commitices, and  parliamentary ~ affairs 
Secondary Schoal n 1988 

BRIEF FACTS . Yet, despite his academic 
brlliance, school fees remained 

2 

B 1997: Joined Makerere University in 1997 for a bachelor 
of laws degree, graduating with honours. 

a constant obstadle. 
My parents couldn't afford 

the fecs, which were about J B 2002: Joined the Law Development Centre and 2 
sh14,400." Oboth said. completed his diploma in legal practice. 5 
The financal difficulties : B 2002: Legal career starts at Mugisha and Company 

forced him to leave schools 5 Advocates on Nkrumah Road i ' 
repeatedly  in  search of ¥ B 2003: State Attorney under the justice ministry. Oboth' 
affordable altematives. - After spent nearly a decade serving in the ministry, largely 
briefly atending Manjasi High advising local governments from the regional office in- 
School, he transferred to Kiyeyi " Mbale, a role that deepened his understanding 
High School, an institution = of governance and public 
he jokingly administration. 
described H2006: Wins scholarship for 
as  having master of laws at the University of 
“nothing high Minnesota. 
about it apart He was aiso a part-time lecturer 
fom  the at the Islamic University in Uganda 
name”. for about four years while sill 

serving in government. 
Deputy attorney general of the 

Tieng Adhola Cultural Institution. 

——————— 

i ! 
Beyond politics and lav. 
Omhkggsnnal life 
presents a more relaxed 

 and human side often 
hidden from the public. 

*"He raflected on his 
| yo! ful athletic talent: 
 ¥In the record of Tororo 
In 1996, | was the fastest 

" man In Tororo. | could be 
| the Usain Bolt of today". 

Though he eventually 
abandoned compelitive 

 athletics after joining the 
universlty, sports remain 
part of his identity. He 

 also enjoys music and 
plays qultar, particularly 
gospel music. 
Oboth describes 

himself as deeply soclal 
and accountable to a 
close ircle of friends 
wWho openly challenge 
and advise him whenever 
necessary. 

“I have frlends, a 
group of about eight 
o nine people that | 
am accountable to who 
can call me out and say, 
‘Here you are going 
wrong'," he said. 
He says faith remains 

central lo his ife, adding 
that he enjoys attending - 
church whenever 
possible. ‘ i 

committce, Oboth _oversaw 
consuliations _involving _over 
50 stakeholders, including civil 
socety groups, legal experts 
and government offcials. 
Despite critcism from sections 
of the Opposition and_civil 
society, Oboth ’s_supporters 
argued that he handled the 
process  with  procedural 
discipline and legal consistency. 

EARNING TRUST WITHIN NRM 
Ruling Natonal _Resistance 
Movement  (NRM) _pary 
insiders say this _approach 
gradually camed him trust 
among powerful figures in 
govemment and  security 
arcles 
That trust became even 

more apparent when 
President Yoweri Museveni 
appointed him defence state 
minister, thrusting him _into 
Uganda's  highly-sensitive 
security _esablishment. at a 
time when the country was 
heavily engaged in regional 
peace-keeping missions and 
‘counterterrorism operations. 
Some observers 3y the 

defence ministry suited his 
temperament. Unlike politcally 
combustible  ministries _that 
thrive on public drama, defence 

requires 
discipline 
enpagement. 

In 2024, Museven) 
him to full minister of 
ministry,  replacing 
Ssempiffa and <, 

gosting his statire - 
ruling establishmeny 
As minister, 

represented — Ujay, 
regional defence ery,, ! 
participated in’ diccy,." 
Somalia and castern 1)) 
Security maters, ang 
key defence policy ;. 
involving  Ugane 
(UPDP) b 
Defence ministry p,, 

secretary Rosctic " 
‘praised his Spirit of "% 
“Oboth  has beep, 

because he always 1y, 
how 10 support the py. 
our_party, NRM o, country at large,” she 
Byengoma added 1, 

s “somebody w 

difficult, he always (hy- 
a word that will thros, 
your chair through his " 

PREVIOUS SPEAKERSHIP gy, 
According 10 Oboth, his ;,* 
in the Speaker of Pa;" 
seat emerged in 2016, 
“I first showed iner, 

contesting for the Speay, 
in 2016 he said, reco,., * 
the heated political ter., "t 
that emerged at the | 
between former Sy 
Rebecca Alitwala Kadag; ;" 
the late Jacob Oulanyah. 
During that internal c; 

Oboth says President Mus, 
iokingly wamed the wo e 
that if they failed to calm ¢, 
their rivalry, he could br; 
“dangerous substitute [Obo | 

ough  the positic; 
ultimately went 1o Kadaga ; 
Oulanyah remained _dep, 
speaker, Oboth  says . 
moment reflected growiy, 
recognition of his institutior,. 
Preparedness. 
“I have been prepared [, 

leadership over  the year 
especially within _Parliame 
It is not something that o, 
should  primarly approach - 
merely personal ambition,” 
said, 

(OBOTH'S PLU ENDORSEMENT 
Oboih's eventwal rise 10 ih: 
Speakership gained momentury 
after endorsements from the 
pressure group Patriotic League 
of Uganda, chaired by Chief of 
Defence Forces Gen. Muhoozi 

Kainerugaba. 
Muhoozi publicly _praised 

Oboth's performance, 
describing him as -“the_bes 
‘minister in our government foy 
the past five years”. 
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