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Western region grieves as 
3 generals die in 2 weeks 
The deaths began with 
that of Maj Gen Francis 
Takirwa, the deputy 
commander of the Land 
Forces. 

BY FELIX AINEBYOONA 
&ROBERT MUHEREZA 

People’s Defence Forces 
(UPDF) officers, who died 

withinaspan of two weeks. 
‘The deaths, which began with that of 

Maj Gen Francis Takirwa, the deputy 
commander of the Land Forces, have 
castasombremood across Ankole and 
Kigezisubregions. 
Maj Gen Takirwa was laid to rest 

last Thursday at his ancestral home 
in Sayuni Cell, Rutooma Ward, 
Bwizibwera Rutooma Town Councilin’ 

~ estern Uganda is mourning 
thelossof three senior Uganda 

- MbararaDistrict 
= Residents who gathered for the 
burial described him as a manJarger 
than life"whoserise through the ranks 
inspired many young people in the 
area. 

~“We grew up together. He was two 
years older than me. We used to raise 

somuch.He loved football, and many 
times we were punished by our parents 
after sneaking offto play with him on 
the farms7he added. 
Lt Gen Joseph Musanyufu, the 

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 

Takirwa as 
offcer whe dedicated fourdecadesto 
national service. 
“Loss is measured by life's worth 

and by impact.Maj Gen Takirwa lived 
positively and lef a lasting legacy? Lt 
GenMusanyufusaid. 
“Ashuman beings,we come and must 
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Army officers lay a wreath on the casket containing the body of Maj Gen Deus Sando at his burial in Kacuro Village, 
Kyanamira Sub-county in Kabale District on Sunday. PHOTO/ROBERT MUHEREZA 

£0; what matters most is what one 
leavesbehindheadded. 
Maj Gen Takirwa served in the army 

for 40 years, ising from the rank of 
Private o Major General. 
However,even before he was laid to 

rest news emerged of another loss. Mzj 
Gen Deus Sande Karachi, the former 
commander of the Armoured Division 
in Masaka, who died last Wednesday 
after reportedly suffering breathing 
complications, just hours before the . 
burial of Maj Gen Takirwa, who had 
‘previously been his superior. 
Tribute 
Maj Gen Sande was buried at his an- 
cestral home in Kacuro Village, Kigata 
Parish, Kyanamira Sub-county,Ndorwa 
‘East County in Kabale District. He was. 

ABOUT THE DECEASED 

Ma Gen Francls Takirwa, 
~Deputy Commander of Land 
Forces. 
~Buried in Mbarara District 

'Maj Gen Dous Sando Karachl 
+Former Commander, 
Armoured Division. 
~Buriodin Kabale District witha 
13-gunsalute 

* International. 

_Col Moses Amanya 
+ Attached to Entebbe. 
International Airport 
+Burial scheduled i Kiruhura 

| honoured witha 13-gunsaluteina cer- 
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Astheregionwasstillcomingtoterms 
‘with the two deaths, Col Moses Aman- 

' ya,who had been attached to Entebbe 
Airport,also passed on. 

| The causeofhis death had ot yet been 
offically communicated by press time. 
He is scheduled to be buried tomor- 

- row at his home in Katyaza Vllage, Ki- 
noni Sub-county n Kiruhura District. 

| ‘The succession of deaths has unset- 
tledmany residents. 
Mr Amos Katureebe, a resident of 

‘Mbarara Citysaid the loss of senior of- 
ficers was frightening but ultimately 
beyond human control. 
“Death is inevitable; everybody has 
i 

their gvm calendar he said .., 
scared because these are people., 

jone tremendon 

Leadersinthe resion have s 
for what the termed as 
placements™to fillthe 
theofficers 
Mr Caleb Turjamutunga, the « 

person of the Veterans'A 

created a gap that requires im 
attention, 
“The passing of the three serir 

officers from western Uzanda has 
bigloophole he said. il 
‘mand positions mary be filled 
needtoelernte othe 

“We appeal to them to 
such as the tarmacking of 
roads, improved air transport, 
establishment of regional ind 
‘parks;he said “The ranks these o 
held meant a lot to the com 
anddistricts they came from.” 

Appeal 
Kabale District chairperso 
Nshangabasheija, who also 
the Patriotic League of Uganda, 

coordinator for Kigezi Sub-r: 
urged the army leadership to. 
‘promoting qualified officers frc 
regiontofill the leadership zap. 

“I appeal to the Chief of D: 
Forces, Gen Muhoozi Kainer 

Took through officers from isezi 
qualify and elevate them to the 
ofGenerlto ll he ap e 
recent deaths,” 

said. 
He added that having o 

serve their country"he aid. 
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