
DAILY MONITOR | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2025 

Natlonal NeWS www.monitor.co.ug 

screening will enable immediate Jin. 

Uganda launches must-do  #== 
mortality,and children with sick 
disease take a large portion of 

sickle cell screening at birth =+ They require constant blood tra 
sions in competition with other diz- 

i ia)’s id. 
Newborn screening SCALING i .. o bem 
will now be mandatory Esflm“ AL ) \ 4 & o ; datory at b, and chldren s 

1 1 3 Y # ase e followed u 

at birth, and children : | manage complications such as orsin 
diagnosed with  failure. 

Dr Atwine said the laboratory cap 
the disease will be tyhasbeen strengthened,and the 

diagnostic tests (RDTS) similar t 

fO"OW?d u<p 0 Manaes - > ¥ 24 used for HIV/AIDS will be used to 
complications such as R 3 orosensrs o consru results immediately on child 
organ failure | riveamscc s e sk ) f cards, 

Z i ¢ frisiabarn ity During the launch at the Minist 
Dr. Atwine Diar - Health headquarters yesterday 

BY SYLVIANAMAGEMBE 
e — 7 

ously scarce, has been added to 

> iy &l g sential medicines List, with efforts 
e government has rolled out a 1% : oeisussons derway to ensure it is available even 

must-do nationwide sickle cell \ i ~ e % = lowerlevel health facilities. 
screening for newborns to reduce % . . 0500:100:4 Hydrogyurea is a crucial oral med.cx 
the disease’s contribution to Ugan- ¥ 4 

da'sunder-five deaths. 
Sickle cell disease (SCD) remains a ma- 

Jjor contributor to child death in Ugan- 
da, with data from the Health minis- 
try showing that 20,000 babies are born 
with the condition every year. 
The figures also show that an estimat- 

agent for sickle cell disease. It red 
pain crises and blood transfusion 1. 
by increasing fetal hemoglobin. 
She added that the National 

Stores (NMS) will begin supplyin: 
cell RDT Kits to public facilities star 

ed 6,000 109,000 of the babies die before February 2026 for free screenin 
their fifth birthday, mainly from pre- the private sector has been encourz: 
ventable agmplications. : i tomake testing widely accessible. 
Dr Diana Atwine, the Health minis- . “When we do the early screening, = 

try permanent sétretary,said the early L‘fesavmgSlckIe Cell Care Programme is launched in Kayunga in 2024. PHOTO/HEALTH MINISTRY link these children to early care so 

T A 

ar 41 ] 

CamScanner


