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Ugandan politics now 

ivil society groups in Congo-Braz- 
zaville are challenging the integ- 
rity of last weekend’s presiden- 
tial election, which handed veter- 

an leader Denis Sassou Nguesso, already in 
power for 42 years, another term in office. 
Bertrand Menier Kounianga,spokesperson 
for the civil society platform CAPGED, said 
the vote was rigged from start to finish and 
called it a“Nintendo”election. 
In Brazzaville, the machinery of state was 

deployed to ensure the 82-year-old lead- 
er secured a landslide of nearly 95 per cent, 
while the internet was cut. Opponents were 
erased from the board, with figures like 
General Jean-Marie Michel Mokoko and An- 
dré Okombi Salissa languishing in prison on 

trumped-up charges. ) 
Nintendo is a popular Japanese video 
game console. The defining feature of the 
Congo election that mirrors the game is the 
illusion of choice within a closed system 
where one man holds the controller,and 
the high score is fixed in the software before 
thefirst coin is even dropped. 
However, this phenomenon is not an iso- 

lated Congolese bug. 
. Uganda’s electoral cycle,which concluded 
onJanuary 15,2026,saw opposition leader 
Robert“Bobi Wine”Kyagulanyi's campaign 
curtailed by security forces.In the days be- 
fore polling, the internet was cut off,and the 

- resultsthat followed carried the air of being 
engineered rather than tallied at the bal- 
Iotbox. 

. Wehave seen this pattern across the con- 

tinent: leaders approach elections as lit- 
tlemore than an annual medical check- 

; up.From Paul Biya's Cameroon to Teo- 
: doroObiang Nguema Mbasogo’s Equato- 

rial Guinea, the exercise repeats itself with 
: familiarity. The opposition is reduced to 

atoken presence, its defeat pre-ordained, 

sothatincumbents can extend their dec- 
ades-long hold on power. 
From Paul Biya’s Cameroon to Teodoro 

| Obiang Nguema Mbasogo’s Equatorial 

esembles a Netflix series 

When the executive 
branch cannot sim- 
ply command what it 
wants, it buys it. ; 

Guinea, the process s a repetitive loopin 
‘which the opposition is merely anon-play- 
able game character, designed tolose so 
the hero can reach the next level of his dec- 
ades-long rule. 
Yet it is not only Nintendo patterns that 
one observesin our local politics. Other as- 
pects of governance are lifted from the 
frames of a dynastic streaming or TV series. 
We are increasingly seeing the rise of the 
presidential household as the supreme or- 
gan of state, where sons, wives,and broth- 
ers hold the levers of power.In Uganda, the 
President’s son,General Muhoozi Kainerug- 
aba,serves as the Chief of Defence Forces. At 
the same time, the First Lady, Janet Musev- 
eniis the minister of Education and Sports. 
‘Ugandan politics now feels like a Netflix se- 

ries,with each season scripted around the 
same cast of characters,recycled plotlines, 
and cliff-hangers that never resolve. 

In Equatorial Guinea, the flamboyant Te- 
odoro Nguema Obiang Mangue sits as vice 

president and minister of Defence,and in 
Congo-Brazzaville, the president’s son,Den- 
is-Christel Sassou Nguesso,serves as the 
minister of International Cooperation. This 
suggests a shift towards something akin to 
Game of Thrones,where bloodline is a high- 

* lyprized currency. The national treasury is 
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treated like a State House piggy bank, much 
like the Lannisters managing Casterly Rock 
while the masses scrap for bread below in 
the mud. 
‘This familial grip extends into the very 
bedrock of our development through the 
construction of faulty infrastructure. In 

Uganda, the sagas of the Isimba and Karu- 
ma dams feel like a live-action version of 
The Wire.This gritty drama explores how in- 
stitutional decay leads to systemic corrup- 
tion, with bosses getting rich off bad pro- 
jects while the public suffers. 
Isimba has been battling a mix of cracks 

and corrosion since its 2019 launch, while 
Karuma finally crossed the finish line in late 
2024 after a 12-year delay and a budget ex- 
ceeding $1.7 billion.Itis a typical story: a 
few men get rich, the intermediaries take a 
cut,and the public is left with a crumbling 
shell. Then there are the phantorn projects, 
into which money is poured year after year 
withlittle to show forit. 
The Lubowa International Hospital in 
Ugandais the most famous of these,a mul- 
ti-million-dollar ghost.Over $397 million in 
promissory notes have been issued, yet the 
site remains a skeletal dream. We can take 
asmall sliver of comfort in knowing we are 
not alone.Lubowa has at least seen a few 
buildings rise,which sets it apart from the 
National Cathedral in Accra, Ghana. That 
project,championed by President Nana 
Akufo-Addo,is a $58 million void that critics 
call the“most expensive hole in the world”, 
serving only as a stagnant pit for mosqui- 
toestobreed. 
When the executive branch cannot sim- 

ply command what it wants, it buysit.In 
Uganda, the sight of MPs selling their votes 
topass legislation is a scene straight out of 
“House of Cards’, featuring the master ma- 
nipulator President Frank Underwsod, who 
uses bribery and“brown envelope™diplo- 
macy to turn alegislature Into his person- 
alrubber stamp. The representatives of the 
people become little more than paid extras 
inapolitical soap opera. 
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