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take advantage of the abundant rmain
m sppiement her water needs. She
has 2 5000 litre plastic tank that al
waye sustains her family even when
there s 2 water crisis

“My family i» assured of constant
water suppiy with or witheout nipest
warer During the = sramnn we
alwavs harvest enoweh ™ <he says
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When thinking about harvesting
rnwater for vour home, it s impor
Tant to be speesiie abent what von
want to use that water for. Are you
Py looking ' harvest minwater
for eutdoor watening sumoses or
AN VOL Interested 1 g svstem tHhae
provides water for indoor use as
well™ s it going to be the only sourre
OF You are going to supplement with
other sources”

According to Peter Mabiriz, g
emganeer with Plenco Plumbing and
Enzneenng Company, each purpose
involves a different ser up, equip-
ment, mantenance and costs,

Tobegin with, all you need is rn,
aroof and a contamer in which to
collect the water. However, Mabirz
says a more soplusteated system
can be incorported into your
home'’s plumbing system to provide
water tor a varnery of household
needs, from toilet flusiung to general
home use.

“Install a gutrer on the roof and
put an underground tank with a
water submassive pump. This wall
pump the water to the reserve
tank and fnally into the househoic
plumbing system,” Mabinzi clan-
fies.

Mainnzi adas that rainwater har-
vesting systems, simpie or compiex.
have the same basic components.

“These include a catchment area
to capture the rainfall usually from
the roof of the house, a conveyance
system to move the water from the
roor to a storage area, a storage

y to hold the rz eranda
distribution system o get the water
from storage (o where it is being
used.”

_ There could also be full integra-
Oon with the existing plumbing sys-
tem in the house.

Reduce your bill by
ng water
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THE APPROXIMATE COST IN
SHILLINGS OF A 500 LUTRE
PLASTIC WATER TANKIN
KAMPALA.
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Choose 1 tark that can store 3 corsiden
ablm armount of water T o

It may be necessarv to have an
in-ground collection system that
zathers all the water drained by
downspouts locared at different
positions around the house to take
full advantage of the rainwater that
falls on the roof. Patrick Ssemanda, a
constructor of concrete tanks in Mu-
kono. recommends tanks made from
rock or conerete because they last
longer. although they are a bit costly.

Safety measzres
Tom Kayimba, a crest tank seller and
installer observes that rainwater
can be easily contarunated by leaves
and other debris on the roof as well
as from dust and local air polluton.

Depending on the intended use
of your rainwater, you may wish ©o
consider some form of flltration and
disinfection of water from the stor-
age tank to reduce potental health
risks, particularly if you wish to use
the harvester rainwater for driniing.
One way fo ensure water safety is
o remove the contaminants before
they collect in your storage manic

«Another option is to install a
filoration system such as gutter
guards, filters or to get rid of the
first several litres of rainwater at the
start of each rainfall.” says Kayimba.

Site selection .
The placement of your rainwater
harvestng system is essential. While
choosing the site, ensure that there
is enough distance o keep your wall
and foundation safe from spillage.

Factors to consider according to
Mabirizi include locadon of taps,
and septic tanks, depth to bedrock
and soil classification, accessibil-
ity and aesthetics for you and your
neighbours.
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