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enry Opolot Opio’s debut stage play

I Thus City dwells on a successful

trader called Owino (played by Sam-

uel Thanda), and how disaster struck
and nuned his business.

The story revolves around how he nav-
igates the ituation, and his plan of recov-
ery reveal hus other side and what he tru-
Iy stands for It is a journey of self-reflection,
discovery and love.

In the play that was staged at the Na-
tional Theatre in Karnpala on May 8, 2026,
Owino narrates his escapades as he goes
about hus business, in a wary that bears on
traditions, culture, environment, govern-
ance and what he sees as good values for
himself

Owino's shop that deals in an assort-
ment of apparels and other items is

shadow of destruction over his business
and lrvelihood.

The play opens while Owino still sleep-
ing in a makeshift bed in his shop. In his
dream he has travelled to the village to pay
his auntie a visit

Auntie had lived in the city for some
tume before she went back to the village
where she is now doing farming.

Owino and his auntie discuss the advan-
tapges and disadvantages of Living in the ru-

discourages auntie from buying the fake
broom. The man rebukes Owino accusing
him of being so mean!

Handing back the broom to the man,
Owino says o auntie; you need to get the
real broom or may be the one made from
palm leaves' margins/grooves. Those are
stronger and better.

Never mind, the same may happen to
you ane day, the man says as he leaves.
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Owino had spent the night at the
shop after a late date. He did not want
to go knocking on the door of his home
late and waking up all the neighbours.

‘Owino says that at the arcade it's not
strange to pay for space and the places
of convenience aren't included in your
rent! Therefore, you have to have an ex-
tra dime on you daily to use the toilets,
just like you also need some for your
meals and water for drinking.

A voice calling out sharply filters
through into the room; Should the po-
lice and army just stand there looking
on as we struggle with floodwater in-
stead of going to bring trucks to drain
away the water from our shops? What
kind of disaster management is this?

Owino says that strikes him hard.
The word floodwater in this city is syn-
onymous with destruction. _

I run over to the balcony and look-
ing over to the ground there is chaos.
cannot believe my eyes! There is murky

| rain water racing about multiple hu-

man legs wading over it.1 am dumb-
founded. Heartbroken! I run down the
stairs troubled, having been in the up-
per room where [ was sorting out mer-
chandize but had paid less attention to
nmemmurmuringvnicnlmnd hear”he

He added: *Worse still it had rained
without me hearing a thing - courté-
sy of my outing the previous evening! [
am only imagining what is happening
at the basement where I have a store.l
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Owino where have you been? One of
them asks.

“This feels like an indictment of me,
so L have to defend myself in a way; you
people you couldn't even inform me!
What kind of comradery is this? Owino
replied.

Another one of them says; *Owino
you think with all this amount of shock

Lyou can have the mind to call some-
one!”
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Opolot plays the roles of the Owrne;
colleague. policernan. truck driver. ang
garbage collector

When asked why he accepted -,
take on the role of Owine, Ibanda .
plied: “The furthest | rernember I b
always used Art to tmzger and
voke conversation, swareness and con.
scious thought. Taking on the sc-.
and the role(s) is an opportumty
be on the right platform at the nz'~,
timne to share and talk abeut situatc;
we ignore, for them to come back anq
break everything else we stand “-
And the fact that the director and wr
er thought me able to deliver hus scre
and have me act 7 characters was exc:
ing and a great challenging and being
able todoit for the betterment of every.
one else”

When asked to descnibe the charac-
ter of Owino, [banda saxd: “OWino san
adult who is a family man and a trad-
erin this cty an observer that is over-
whelmed by the mess that keeps hap-
pening as if no one seems to care and
he is ready to voice 1s frustration.

He is a concerned atizen who loves
commumity and believes in together-
ness, he also appredates that working
together brings progress for everybody
rather than a few He believes in protec-
bon for everyone ™

“1 came up with this play because |
wanted to mirror or reflect cn us as a
people ar society and what we have be-
come,"Opolot says.

As to how long it took him to write
the play, Opolot, said, “The actual writ-
ing tock me ane month but the process
of development had started earlier*

Asked whiy he decided to make it 3
one-man play with another distan:
voice that speaks to the main charse.
ter, Opolot responded: “I made it a one.
man play because | was to be the gy
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