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+aconvenience. Owino says at 
the arcade it's not strange to 

“pay for space and the places of 
convenience aren’t included in 
your rent! 

BY BAMUTURAKI MUSINGUZI 
‘enry Opolot Opios debut stage play 
n Ths Gty dwells on a successful 
ader called Owino (played by Sam- 
uel Ihanda), and how disaster struck 

and runed his business. 
‘The story revolves around how he nav- 

igates the situation, and his plan of recov- 
ery reveal s other side and what he tru- 
Iy stands for s a journey of selfreflection, 
discovery and love. 

In the play that was staged at the Na- 
‘tonal Theatre in Kampala on May 8,2026, 
Owino narrates his escapades as he goes 
about hs business, in a way that bears on 
traditions, culture, environment, govern- 
ance and what he sees as good values for 
himselt 

Owino's shop that deals in an assort- 
ment of apparels and other items is 
housed on the Frst Floor on the Harm ull 

shadow of destruction over his business 
andlivelihood. 
The play opens while Owino stllsleep- 
ing in 3 mabeshift bed in his shop.In his 
dream he has travelled tothe village to pay 
hisauntieavisit 
‘Auntie had lived in the city for some 

time before she went back to the village 
‘where she is now doing farming. 
‘Owinoand his aunte discuss the advan- 

tages and disadvantages of iving in the ru- 

discourages aunte from buying the fake 
‘broom.The man rebukes Owino accusing 
him of being somean! 

Handing back the broom to the man, 
Owino says to auntie; you need o get the 
‘real broom or may be the one made from 
‘palim leaves' margins/grooves. Those are 
stronger and better 
Never mind, the same may happen to 

Opolots play 

‘Inthiscity’ 
higlights 

infrustructure 

i Aought: (L) Owine (played by Samuel Ibanda) amd Manry Opelot Obio in ore of e scanes i fn This City. PHOTO/ BAMUTURAKI MUSINGLZ! 

fatlures 
Owino had spent the night at the 

shop aftera late date. He did not want 
togoknocking on the door of his home 
lateand waking upall the neighbours. 
Owinosays that at the arcade its not 
strange to pay for space and the places 
of convenience arent included in your 
rent! Therefore, you have to have an ex- 
tra dime on you daily to use the toilets, 
just like you also need some for your 

andwater for drinking. 
A voice calling out sharply filters 

through into the room; Should the po- 
lice and army just stand there looking 
on as we struggle with loodwater in- 
stead of going to bring trucks to drain 
away the water from our shops? What 
kind of disaster management s this? 

Owino says that strikes him hard. 
The word floodwater in thiscity is syn- 
‘onymous with destruction. 

“Irun over to the balcony and look- gh - Py s 
rain water racing about multiple hu- 

man legs wading over it. 1 am dumb- 
founded Heartbroken! I run down the 
stairs troubled, having been in the up- 
per room where I Was Sorting out mer- 
chandize but had paid less attention to 
the murmuring voices  could hear”he 

He added:“Worse stll it had rained 
‘without me hearing a thing - courte- 
syof my outing the previous evening! I 
‘am only imagining whatis happening 
atthe basement where I have a store.I 
etthereand my collagucs aealready 

Owino where have you been? One of 
themasks. 

“This feels ke an indictment of me, 
sol haveto defend myselfina way: you 
people you couldn't even inform me! 
‘What kind of comradery is this? Owino 

Another one of them says; “Owino 
think with all this amount of shock 
can have the mind to call some- 
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brusiness, arrving 1t 3 plan for = 
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Finally armving at a conclusion ¢ 
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Sarmuel Ibanda played seven 
and he is not gifted to distinguish th. 
woices of the differen ers. Maroe 
the playwright wil rerse the scri 1 
introduce other actors and actresie- 
Opolot plays the s of the O 

colleague. policeman, truck drever i 
arbage collector 

‘When asked why he accepte 
take on the role of Owino, [banda - 

and the role(s) is an opporTuRty 
be on the right platform at the 
e 1o sare an st st 
‘we ignore, for thern to come back o 
break everything else we stand - 
And the Bict that the director and W 

ingand a great challenging and beung 
able todoit for the bettermment of ever-. 
oneelse” 
When asked to describe the charsc 

ter of Owino, Ibanda, saic: “0Wino sn 
adult who is 2 family man and 3 trac. 
erin this cify an observer that i over 
‘whelmed by the mess that keeps hap- 
‘pening as if no one seems to care and 
heisready tovoice s frustzation.. 
He is a concerned citizen who loves 
community and believes in together- 
ness, he also appreciates that working 
together brings progress for everybocy 
rather than a fev He believes in protec 
tion for everyone™ 

“I came up with this play because [ 
‘wanted to mirror or reflect on us s 3 
‘pecple ar society and what we have be- 
comeOpolotsays. 
Ao how long it took him o write: 

the play,Opolot, said. “The actual writ- 
ing took me cne month but the process 
of development had started earliec™ 

Asked why he decided to make it 2 
one-man play with another distant 
‘oice that speaks to the main charsc. 
tex,Opolot responded: T made ita one. 
man play because I was to be the oty 
gnetoactit Iconsidered the act izt 
P very society that Iam ronng Sathe v et Wodd it - i 
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