
BYBBC 

LOS ANGELES. Parents and cam- 
paigners pushing for tighter controls 
on social media have welcomed a land- 
mark ruling by a Los Angeles jury that 
found tech giants Meta and Google lia- 
ble for harm causedto a young woman 
during her childhood use of their plat- 
forms. 
The jury determined that Meta, 

which owns Instagram, Facebook and 
WhatsApp, and Google, the parent 
company of YouTube, intentionally de- 
signed addictive platforms that nega- 
tively affected the mental health of the 
now 20-year-old woman, identified in 
courtas Kaley. 
She was awarded $6 million (about 

Shs22 billion) in damages, split equal- 
ly between compensatory and puni- 
tive awards. Jurors found the compa- 
nies had acted with“malice,oppression, 
or fraud”, with Meta expected to pay 70 
percent of the damages and Google the 
Temaining 30 percent. 
‘The verdict s seen as a significantmo- 

ment in growing global scrutiny of so- 
cial media platforms, and could influ- 
ence hundreds of similar lawsuits cur- 
rently before courtsin the United States. 
Meta and Google said they would ap- 

peal. Meta said: “Teen mental health 
is profoundly complex and cannot be 
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Meta, Google fined Shs 
BACKGROUND 

The ruling comes amid 

increasing global concern over 

the impact of social med'la 

on children, with countries 
exploring stricter regulations 

and age limits. Analysts say the 

back-to-back legal decisions 

against tech firms signal growing 

pressure on the industryto 

prioritise user safety over 

growth. 
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A Google spokesperson adrle‘:“lr.hi
 'g:l; 

case misunderstands YouTube 
aresponsibly built streaming pla

tform, 

notasocial media site” ” 

‘However, campaigners say t
he ruling 

‘marks a turning point. Ellen Roo
me, 

whois. sumglflflbkfounwmgmedea
m 

| of her son, described it as an “enough 
| was enough”moment. 

“How many more children are going 

to be harmed and Dotentially g, . 
these platforms?” she askeq 3 »};rr; 

proved'it’s not safe - and sy, 
companies need to fixit > 
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