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Jounalists take part Ina boat ide on the Nila en oute 1o the Murchison Falls. PHOTOS BY C. OTSWAMMAH. 

It’s wild, beautiful in 
Murchison Falls NP 
MURCHISON FALLS. it 
feltlike 2 new world after a 
game drive, sailing the Nile and 
hiking the waterfall, wiites C. 
OTSWAMMAH. 

tis always refreshing to visit Murchison Falls National Park, U et potected arcain Jzanda measuring 3,893 square 
Xilometres (1,503 5q miles). It was 
‘#£azetted a national parkin 1952. My latest sojournto the park wasin June as part of a group 
of journalists on a guided tour by Uganda Tourist Board (UTB) 
‘which, bey 

BhaongoForcet i tinee"© Forest s G e 
used the Chobe Gate after the 

Karuma Bridge. It wouldbe an 
experiencelike no other. In the 
forested southem sector, one will 
drive through miles upon miles 
offorest and woodland without 
sighting any wild animals beyond 

ns or the occasional ante- el 
lope. Not soin the northern sector. 
‘Wearrived at the Chobe Gate 

around Spmand the 15km-drive 
from the main gate to Chobe Sa- 
fari Lodge revealed halfa dozen 
elephants, a number of giraffes, 
several warthogs and - unbeliev- 
ably - hippopotamus. It was a good 
introduction to what awaited us. 
the next day. 
We got an early treat though. 

In the evening as we sat arounda 
campfire sipping the frothy stuff, 
and washing down the pieces of 
ostand chicken mchomo, ahuge. 
ippoambled towards us from 

river below. It is 2 massive animal 
‘weighing up to five tonnes! It kills 
for pleasure and security. Both 

SETTING OFF 
FOR ADVENTURE 
‘The ising sun found us on the Karu- 
ma-Arua r0sd heading to Tangi Gate. 
which s at the northern most part 
of the park near Pakwach. Theride 
was rather boring and uneventful 
until e neared the Tangi Gate and. 
behold, a herd of elephants were. 

ing by the roadside oblivious 
of the traffic. The jumbos are mas- 

‘araphs for close to 10 minutes. 

were possibilities here. Thank God 
the ranger/guard who had been 
keeping watchall the vihile knew 
what to do. He shone a bright light 
right intoits eyes, making the 
‘massive animal change course and 
eventually return to the water. He 

this many times. We 
. but also quite 

Ridingto the Tangi Gate _ 
Come morning, the rising sun 

found us on the Karuma-Arua 
highway heading toTangi Gate 
‘whichis at the northern most part 
of the park near Pakwach. The ride 
‘was rather boring and uneventful 
until we neared the Tangi Gate and 
behold, 2 herd of elephants where 
browsing by the roadside com- 
pletely obliviousof the traffc. The. 
Jumbos are massive and beautiful. 
They remained unbotheredas we 
‘snapped photographs for close to 
10 minutes. 
Now into the park, the northern 

sectoris animal and vegetation 
rich. Driving through the park, we. 
‘saw many animals at close range 
~ elephants, giraffes, hartebeest, 
‘waterbucks, impala, to mention 2 
few - and many birds. Being in the 
‘midst of this state of nature, I could 
not help thinking how beautiful it 
allwasa years ago! 

Arduous climb ¥ 
In the afternoon, we sailed along. 

the Nile to the bottom of the pow- 
 Falls where the 

‘word: make time to visit 
Murchison Falls National Park. No 
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