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Diary of a Baddie / Fridathra

Dear Diary,
alentine’s Day packed up its
roses, the restaurant reser-
vations have expired, and
timelines are now littered
with soft-launch leftovers and
suspicious silence. Cupid? Cupid
checked himself into therapy
this week. Not because he ran out
of arrows, but because he is tired
of being blamed for situation-
ships that started with“Jet us just
see where this goes.” According to

his therapist, modern love is not
broken, it is just deeply commit-

ted to confusion.
I imagine him sitting there,

wings folded, explaining how :

exhausting dating has become.

“Ishoot one arrow”he says,"and = .
suddenly two people are arguing
about labels, expectations,and
who should text first.” The thera-
pist nods. Thenotebook fills with
words like avoidance, projection,

and emotional unavailability.

Because let us be honest, the :
real dramais not Valentine’s Day :
. al witness protection by Mon-
The morning after Valentine’s .

itself. It is the aftermath.

Roses were loud. The silence 1S
louder. Cupid went to therapy
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strategist for one night, only to :

disappear back into emotion-

day. The woman who convinced

they never discussed. He says the
. arrows still work; it is the com-
: munication thatarrives broken.

There is the man who insists

tured beyond aesthetics. May-
be we need to admit that love re-

- quires more courage than cap-

tions.
As for me, Dear Diary, I am
watching from a comfortable

- distance, amused, slightly con-
- cerned, and quietly hopeful. Be-
. cause beneath all the chaos,

people still want real connec-
tion. They still want someone

- who chooses them without hes-
% itation.They still want to believe
*  that love can be both soft and

} i steady.

Cupid leaves the session with

i ~ homework, stop shooting arrows

ys feels quieter. The cap- © herself that one perfect dinner : heis not ready for commitment : . intosituationships that refuse to
s slow down. The oversized = meant progress isnowrereading : but gets his boxers in a knot | | grow up.Honestly, that feels like
bouquets start to look like evi- - messages that feel colder than : when she stalks hot guys on In- : advice we could all borrow. Stop
dence. And suddenly,people are : last week’s leftovers. And the sta- . sta. The woman who says she :  investing energy into dynamics
left alone with the same ques- | tus updates? Oh,they have gone @ wants peace butkeeps entertain- : - © that thrive on ambiguity. Stop
tions they had before February = suspiciously quiet,asif everyone : ing chaos because loneliness is - mistaking chemistry for compat-
14. Some relationships survived . signed a non-disclosure agree- : louder than self-preservationon : pist suggests boundaries. Cupid : And yet, when Valentine’s Day : ibility Stop romanticising poten-
the performance.Others? Let us = ment with reality. i quiet nights. The seasonal ghost : laughs.Becausethetruthis,mod- : arrives, everyone expects cer- = tial while ignoring the quiet lux-
justsaythelovelooked betterun- . . Cupid says he misses the old | whodisappearsin November,on- : ern dating often feelslike areal- . tainty to appear overnight likea = uryof peace.
der restaurant lighting. - days when people knew wheth- : lytoresurfacein Februarywitha : ity show where everyone wants = well-filtered miracle. - Next session is scheduled af-
Because every year,Valentine’s = ertheyliked eachotherbeforein- . sudden appreciation forlovelan- ;| romance but nobody wantsvul- .  Maybe Cupid does not need - ter Easter Apparentlyheartbreak
exposes dynamics that were | volving an entire timeline.Now, = guages.Convenient! nerability People speak in hints = therapy Maybe we do.Maybe we = has seasons.
already shaky. The man who = hewatchescouplesrehearsecap- |  Cupid sighs.“I did not signup : instead ofhonestyTheyavoidde- = need to stop blaming timing, as- - XoXo
claimed he “was not ready”sud- | tions like brand slogans while : for this,*he tells the therapist.“I . fining relationships because am- : trology,or the algorithm for con-
denly turned into a romantic | privatelynegotiatingboundaries = just deliver feelings.” The thera- : biguity feels safer than rejection. * nections that were never nur- —TheKat
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