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elephants fight, it is the grass that suffers."In
G’:,';h]i?a,mg grass is%%austedﬂganda’s problemis nota

leaders. -
1-(}fli(sgafdamg»erous mindset that has turned leadership in-
to abusiness venture. Politics is no longers'emce;l itisin-
vestment. And the returns are paid by ordinary citizens.

Consider this: each Member of Parliament is set to Te-
ceive Shs315 million as a car allowance. With 529 MPsin
the 12th Parliament, that amounts to Shs166.8 billionina
single financial year, public money spent on vehicles.

Let that sink in. Shs166 billion could have:

Bought ambulances for district hospitals that still rely on
pickup trucks and goodwill.

Paid health workers’salaries in rural clinics where one
nurse serves an entire sub-county.

Rebuilt government schools where children sit on the
floor, share textbooks,and study without hope of compet-

Instead, the money is parked in MPs'driveways.

We are told these vehicles will improve service delivery”
That claim insults common sense.Service delivery does
not fail because MPs lack cars; it fails because hospitals
lack drugs, schools lack teachers, and jobs are allocated by
surnarmes rather than skills,

This mindset has become normalised: Public office is
profit. Education is business Healtheare s atransaction.
Jobs are family property.

Nelson Mandela once said,"Education is the mogt
erful weapon which you can use to change the world *In
Uganda, that weapon s locked behind schoo] fees. For
millions,getting sick is afinancial death sentence. Merit
counts for little witheout connections.
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