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Success cards are a step in
the right direction, if you want
to help a candidate pass their
examinations
BY DESIRE MBABAALI

editorlal@ug nationmedia com

e are in the examination period,
On October 16, Senior Four candi-
dates started their Uganda Certifi-

cate of Education (UCE) exams. On Novem-
ber 2, Primary Seven candidates will begin
their PLE.

If you have been keen, you must have no-
ticed success cards being sold at every turn
of the street, in bookshops or better still,
have bought one already.

However, to students and more specifi-
cally, candidates, success cards mean much
more than just alarm bells that exams have
started.

A Daily Monitor research has shown that
candidates usually perform better when
tl_ley receive success cards from their imme-
d!ale family. Seven out of 10 random can-
didates, who were asked from whom they
expected success cards, said their parents
and guardians.

For example, Christopher Lukwago a Pri-
mary Seven candidate at Right Care Primary
School, said; “I may not care about the rest
of the people, but I would be disappointed
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if people like; my parents, sisters, brothers
and really close friends did not give me a
success card.”

Heisnot alone.

In Primary Seven, Faith Catherine Apio,
now a Senior Six candidate at Lubiri Sec-
ondary School, got very few cards com-
pared with her friends and felt so bad!

“I thought, maybe people do not care
about me, worse still, I did not get a card
from my mum. In fact, I did not even per-
form that well, because I did my papers de-
moralised and thinking - ‘my mum did not
wish me success’” she says.

In Senior Four, Apio received a success
card from her mother and performed bet-
ter. As Senior Six exams approach, Apio is
glad her mother’s card is the one she re-
{! “And that makes me feel I have to read
more’Apioadds.. ... . . 4S8 |

* Another Senior Six candidate, George Ka-

=s 2yangopalso;explains, that to him, success
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Some candidates say they are demoralised when they do not receive success cards. FILEPOTO

cards give encouragement and instill a
belief that one can make it because they
have encouraging words.

“Itis also a sign of love when for exam-
ple; your parents give it to you. It shows
that they have interest and beliefin you,”
he says.

“Nevertheless, I would not be disap-
pointed if no one gave me a success card.
The most important thing is to be con-
tented that I have read my books, and
that will be enough without any word of
encouragement from a success card,” Ka-
lyango adds.

However, Claudia Naggayi, a Primary
Seven pupil at Bridges Primary School,
Namasuba, says she would not lose sleep
over amere card.

“Ihave not received any success cards. I
do not expect any, and I am fine with that.
In fact, I would rather have people give
me money, than giving me success cards
that I will throw away in a few months.
But if I receive any, I will accept it,” she
says.

Increasing morale
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can build their success in the sense of mo-

% rale-boosting; and portrayal of concern

. towards them' froth the awarding party.

2 2 “However, thisis only part ofa process

that should be ongoing from the time a
child starts school. Relatives, friends and
especially parents should always encour-
age, and building confidence by affirming
their children. But in the sense of our cur-
rent candidates, asuccess cardisastep n
the right direction,” he says.

Changing trends

A few years ago, candidates were con-
tent with the number of cards they re-
ceived. Those in boarding school usually
decorated their walls and beds with their
cards. Most prided in seeing their names
appear several times on mailing list.

“T treasured and actually kept all my
P7 cards in a special box for memories,”
Sarah Kirabo, a Senior Five student at St.
Mark’s College, Namagoma says.

In Senior Four however, it was more
about quality for Kirabo and her peers.

“We would hid the paper ones and dis-
play the framed, more expensive ones
which usually last longer,” she says. This

trend has somewhat diminished the posi-

tion of success cards.

44 m i Grdd rirgerém SHss00 to
hs20,000. These, however, differ from
ne $¢lling point toanother. Frames with

success messages and other gifts range
=+ from Shs3,000to Shs 40,000, :
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| think the main
emphasis should

be on preparing the
candidates for thei,
exams. Even if one G0ty
success card, but the.
are not prepared, it's 5 F
in vain.
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https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

