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The President says
leadership founded on
intimidation betrays the
will of the people and
weakens institutions.

EY TOEEIAS JOLLY OWINY

resident Museveni has cautioned

political and religious leaders

apnst imposing themselves on

the people. urging them instead
10 win legitimacy through persuasion,
good service delivery and tangible re-
sults.

Speaking yesterday as chief guest at
the 4oth 8t Janani Luwum Day com-
memaoration in Kitrum District, the
President s2id leadership founded on
intimidation betrays the will of the
people and weakens insttutions.

*Influence people by doine good
thingx which they see and apprecate.
All these leaders, even now the ones
who try to intimidate, are really like 1di
Amin, who imposed himself and end-
ed up assassinating many Ugandans,
including Janan Luwum,” Mr Musev-
enisaid.

Accompanied by First Lady and Min-
ister of Education and Sports, Janet Mu-
seveni, the President said both serip-
ture and political history favour per-
SUASION OVEr COSntion.

*Amin’s first mistake was to impose
himself onus Who did he think he was?
Leaders should not impose themselves
on the people. Both the Bible and po-
litical strategy guides show that per-
suading peopile is better than imposing
yourself on them,"he added.

Mr Museveni also thanked voters
in northern Uganda for what he de-
scribed as an overwhelming *block
vote™for the ruling National Resistance
Movemnent (NRM) in the recent Gener-
al Elernon.

He noted that the region had for years
largely rejected the NRM at the ballot
box.*Northern Uganda was not vot-
ing for us. At one ume, we were getting
12 percent. In 2011, 1t improved slight-

o -

President Museveni and First Lady Janet Museveni interact with religious leaders during the commemoration of Archbishop Janani Luwumu Day inta "

Kitgum District, yesterday. PHOTDPPU

Museveni to leaders: Don’
impose yourself on peopl¢

by But we continued worlang for north-
em Uganda, whether they voted for us
ornot"he said.

The President cited investments in
electricity expansion, schools, health
centres, water projects and road infra-
structure as pari of government efforts
to transform the sub-region. He singled
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! da subsequently established the St

out the Acholibur-Kitgum-Musingo
road that runs through Mucwini as one
ofthe projects aimed at improving con-
nectivity and economic activity.

“After some time, the people in the
north started believing that Museveni
and the NRM are good. 1 thank you for
the overwhelming votes this time. This
was through persuasion, not imposi-
tion, he said. .

Mr Museveni pledged government
support for the upgrade of the late
Archbishop Janani Luwum's burial site
into an international memorial and
tourism centre.

“Once the master plan is ready, we
shall start in all ways possible. You
know we have developed [martyrs
shrines at] Namugongo, Munyonyo,and
others. We cannot fail," he assured the
congregation.

State Minister for Ethics and Integrity,
Ms Rose Lilly Akello,who asked the gov-
emment to release funds to operation-
alise Cabinet's 2023 decision to develop
the site.

St Janani Luwum Day is commemo-
rated annually in honour of the former
Archbishop of the Church of Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi and Boga-Zaire, who
was killed in 1977 during the regime of
1di Amin. The annual event at his burial
site at Wii-gweng in Mucwini Sub-coun-
ty draws religious, political and cultur-

al leaders from across the country and

Ms Akello said Cabinet resolved in

2023 to upgrade the site into an inter
. national pilgrimage and tourism des- -

tination.“The Janani Luwum family |
officially donated the land to the Dio-
cese of Kitgum, and the Church of Ugan-

Janani Luwum Development Commit-

What ha says.
Influence people by
doing good things
which they see and
appreciate. All these lea-
ders, even now the ones who try to
intimidate, are really like Idi Amin,
who imposed himself and ended
up inating many Ugand
including Janani Luwum,”

Presldent Musevenl

tee, chaired by Can Justice James Ogoo-
la and the Provincial secretary for the
Church of Uganda, among other mem-
bers,"Ms Akello said.

She added that a draft master plan
has been prepared and is under review

! by a technical team comprising engi-
His remarks followed an appeal by the | i

neers and architects from the minis-
tries of Tourism, Finance and Works
and Transport.*A draft master-plan
was drawn up and is currently being
reviewed by a technical team of en-

. gineers, and architects, among oth-

ers from the ministries of Tourism, Ai-
nance and Transport,"she said.

Site development

The proposed development includes
a church, a tomb, a museum, a multi-
purpose hall, a primary school, a sec-
ondary school and a medical facili-
ty.“We are optimistic that in the next

commemoration in 2027, the develop- -
ment of the master plan would have -

commenced once the funds are availed
by the government;"she added,
Meanwhile, Kitgum District chairper-

Acholi

+ months after groundbreaking,
Y i ment had committed Shs800 my
son Christopher Obol Arwai asked for |
- the President’s direct intervention to

- address renewed cattle rustlingin East - asubsequent quarter

“A lot of atrocities have -
leashed by the Kanimojons -+
tlers in Kitgum. The
scaled up raids in the easte~
the district and created inst,
poverty The sub-counties
ed are Orom, Orom Ea -
Kiteng, Namukora Town Cow-
Omiya-nyima following three
relative calm,"™Mr Obol saud.

Challenges

He added that the raiders co - -
rustle Livestock, kall reside-
property, worsening vuilr
the affected communities
Mr Museveni expressed
cattle rustling persisted d > e
ous interventions, includinz 1 -
struction of secunity roads inter -
curb raids.

“I'm surprised to hear thas ¢+ ..
still cattle rustling in East Acho |
going to take an interest, an! - ..
member when we met in Bar-
years back, we got solutions, 21, 1.
isno way that problem can ful 1 ...
he said. )

Under Executive Order No.3
the President directed the cor
of key security roads around
Jja,including routes linking L
to Abim and Orom in Kitgurm, 1
roads skirting Mount Moroto a
necting parts of Agago, Kitz
Abim districts.

However, construction of the
metre security road betwe
and Kitgum stalled in mid-2025 1

to the project, with Shs500 milliop, -
leased and $hs300 million expected
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