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" The couple exchanged vows in December last yoar ﬂl \-""ctory Christian Centre Church in Ndaaba, surroundad by family and frinnds whe had supported their journay from the classroom to the altar,

Teachers who became seulmates

Steven and Sarah
Ssemaganda discov-
ered that love can grow
where dedication meets
understanding, proving
that the classroom s
not the only place where
lessons are learnt.

BY FRED MUZAALE

any adults planning to marry often
say they do not want a partner in the

same career, behcvmg that shared

professions can amplify challenges
rather than ease them. This concern is es-
pecdally strong among teachers, who wor-

ry that two educators in one household
may struggle financially on modest sala- |
ries.

For Steven Ssemaganda and Sarah Nan-

been further from the truth. Sharing the

same profession not only ignited love at

first sight but also became a foundation
gether

Ssemaganda teaches at Namagunga Pri-

mary School Kitende campus,while Nan-

Yonga:'satOurLa.dyufFaﬁmaPﬁmary

School in Gayaza, Wakiso District. Both -

had long hoped to find a life partner who
understood the

unique demands of their
work, but little did they know that God

hadbeen listening to their prayers. -

‘melgtammdsa&ademtmcber

in 2013 from Nakaseke Core PTC,1 prayed
to God for a beautiful wife who was also
ateacher; recalls a beaming Ssemagan-
da."Little did 1 know;, He had already an-
swered my prayers”

Unbeknownst tohim,a year eadier Nan-
yonga had completed her Grade 111 certifi-

cate at Sancta Maria Core PTC and prayed
for the same thing; a partner who shared

her passion for teaching and her values.
Both had lived lonely lives, unsure when
or how their prayers might be answered.

Fate intervened through a mutual con-
nection. Ssemaganda confided in his
close friend Yusuf Degeya about his de-
sire to find a wife.Coincidentally, Degeyas
younger sister, Sarah Nanyonga, was al-
so seeking a life partner. Degeya showed |
Ssemaganda her photos and arranged
| was pregnant,”Nanyonga says.“However,
. itstrengthened cur bond,and we decided
| tolivetogether”

their first meeting at a restaurant in Man-
yangwa Trading Centre. That encounter,
with Degeya present, would change their
lives forever.

“The moment I saw Ssemaganda, I fell
in love,” Nanyonga recalls,“T was amazed

down-to-earth, kind,and thoughtful”
Ssemaganda laughs at the memory-“Our

conversation flowed effortlessly, as if we

had known each other for years,”he says.

Unlike many couples who date for |
months oryears, the Ssemagandas knew

quickly they had found their match. They

dated for only onemonth, guided by their

shared belief that a relationship blessed
by God cannot be derailed by time.
Even so, they initially lived apart, meet-

ing mainly on weekends. During this pe-
. riod,Nanyonga discovered she was preg- -
: nant,markinganew chapterintheirjour-

ney. :

LESSONS

*Shared careers canbea
strength: Understanding each
other’s work pressures builds
empathy and teamwork.
Financial teamwork is key:
Planning together and helping
each other overcome money
challenges strengthens bonds.
«Quick but certain love:
Sometimes, when the
connection is right, love does not
need months of dating to grow.

“Iwas shocked when I found out that I

She moved in with Ssemaganda, deep-

. ening their relationship. In the second

- month of her pregnancy, they
at how easily I bonded with him.Hewas

Ssemaganda’s Okukyala visit to Nanyon-

. ga’s parents in Kijjabijjo, Wakiso District,a

crucial step toward family approval. Over
the next nine years,they built alife togeth-

- erthatwas both nurturing and resilient.

Love that withstands financial hur-
. dles i
Financial constraints delayed their wed-
i ding plans.“We thought we could not af-
. ford a proper ceremony;"the couple ad-
- mits. But with God's grace and support = young
from family and friends, they finally cel- = Li
ebrated their introduction in December
last year. Their wedding followed soon :
¢ after, held at Victory\chnfhan C.Ent:e

* with each other’s financial

Church in Ndeeba and officiated by Pas-
tor Dr Joseph Sserwadda.

Marmyonga remembers the day vividhe Tt
was the day 1 confirmed I had found my
soulmate. Every moment was filled with
Jjoy and love™

Even before their wedding vows, Ssemna-
ganda had already established himself as
athoughtful partner. During his introduc-
tion ceremony, he presented Nanyonga
with a gold ring in a small golden box,a
gesture that still leaves her in awe.

“Whenever my husband annoys me, 1
look at mry gold ring and forgive him,”she

says,smiling.

For the Ssernagandas, sharing the same
profession has more than romantic sig-
nificance; it has strengthened their un-
derstanding of one another’s challenges
and aspirations."We plan our finances to-
gether”Nanyonga says.“This has enabled
us to achieve alot, including building cur
home”

Her husband adds, “Some-
times when 1 do not have
money,she lends it to me,
and I do the same for her
Being in the same profes-
sion helps us empathise

realities”

strating that shared values, mutual -
spect,and a commeon careeT can creste
foundation for lasting love.

Steven and Sarah also share a disci.
plined approach to parenting. They harve
three children and credit their simila-
work schedules and understanding «¢
each other’s professional dernands a
tors that help thern maintain harmo
home. Ssemaganda praises Narryon
God-fearing, hardworking, respectful, ar
disciplined,a partner who embolies the

people believed we would not ma
because we are both teachers,”Nan
ga says.“But it is precisely that we
stand each other’s struggles and dre
that has made us strong as acouple”
Their story stands as a testament thy
love can flourish even within the sam,
professional path. Shared ch
es,when met with pa
spect, and faith, can

itis the bridge that b
them together, m
their love,and continues
guide their journey as

bond remains as vibrant and fresh

| daytheymet. And while others may hes-
¢ itate to date within the same profession,

the Ssemagandas’ journey shows that

- sometimes, having the same career is e
i actly what makes a love story last a lifs
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