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Okodan Akwap

Kudos for digitalising labour export system

n January 29, the Gender minis-

try launched a digitised system
to monitor the export of labour. The
External Employment Management
System (EEMS) is intended to coun-
ter human trafficking and streamline
smooth operations under the employ-
ment sector. Initially, all job seekers
had to apply directly to the recruiting
firms but with the new system, ap-
plicants will still access the same
jobs online using.this system. | am

very glad because this is a great step
towards ensuring safety of Ugandans
that travel abroad for work.

More than 200,000 people, espe-
cially the youth, leave the country an-
nually to look for employment abroad
due to the high rate of unemployment
in Uganda. Nevertheless, their safety
is sometimes not guaranteed, espe-
cially those that leave through unreg-

istered companies. Last year, about

50 people lost their lives in the United

Arab Emirates (UAE) while many oth-
ers are working under horrible condi-
tions. There have also been cases of
human trafficking by some companies
who even go ahead to confiscate the
travel documents of these individuals
hence making it hard to identify them
as well as these companies in case

of any problem. The new system will
enable government monitor the liveli-
hoods of those that go abroad to work.
Mariam Natasha
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