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Regulatory test for Africa 

i mettle by edging 

ous. Morocco were declared Af- 
rica Cup of Nations champions after Sene- 
gal were ruled to have forfeited the game in 

~ Rabat on January 18 because they walked 
offthe pitch in protest at a potentially 
decisive penalty awarded against them on 

_ January18. 

BY LEON SSENYANGE 

he memories of the 2025 AF-| 

tica Cup of Nations (Afeon)| 
final still linger with me; 
now even more with the re- 

cont developments. 
See, that night of January 18, 
1awoke my household with 
screams after that Panenka epi- 
sode of Morocco's Brahim Dfaz. 

‘There, he had been handed the 
chance to win his country Afri- 
ca's coveted football crown. This 
wasgoing tobe a it for Moroc. ¢ 
cosince 1976. 
Well, he fluffed it. And min- * (3 

utes later, Senegal pounced. Fi 
score; 1:0 o the Lions of Teranga. 
For many, it was celebrations. Or 

; days later, Africa wakes up 
ision overturning Sene- 

galswin. 
“The Confederation of Afnc.\n 

Football a0 Appeal Board over- 
turned the sporting result of the 

. Afcon final and awarded a3-0 for- 
feit to Morocco. Possibly celebra- 
tions on Rabat, Casablanca and 

Marrakeshbut astonishment else- 
where across the continent and 
theworld. p 
Butthe latest drama n Afri- 

can football raises questions 
on the critical interpretation 
of the competition regulations. 
Caf cited Article 82 of the tour- 
nament regulations to justify 
thevendict. 
“The regulation states thatif, for 
any reason whatsoever,a team . tostrip them of ! 
‘withdraws from the competition 
or does not report for a match, 
or refuses to play or leaves the 
‘ground before the regular end of 
the match without the authoriza- 
tion of the referee, it shall be con- 
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sidered loser and shall be elim- 
inated for good from the cur- 
rent competition. 
‘The same had been rejected 

by the Caf Disciplinary Board s = 
in Morocco’ initial pursuit 
for the application 4 
of that competi- 
tion's regula- 
tion. 

‘The Senegalese Foot- 
ball Federation have 
condemned the decision 

le, 
callingit «unfair, unpreco- 
dentedandunacceptables, 
‘while the country's govern- 
‘ment onWednesday urged 
anindependentinternatio- 
nalinvestigationinto Caf. 
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Elsewhere, KCCA sent a resounding 

sheetin a performance that underlined 
theirattacking depth 
The Kasasiro boys were dominant 

throughout, with their fluid attack: 

ot 

@ 
efender Noussali 
Mazraoui (3) 

evades Tanzania’s 
Simon Msuva. 
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eSS, ... 
depth, the boys have aces 
we planned. We have worked on scor- ... 
ingmore goals and concedingless,and  Bunyarugur U 

The issue of contes! 
whether the Seneealese 
thematch definitely or ternp,,’ " 
African foothall has pres, " 

been accorded a situation, 4, 
definite abandonment h; 

(CAS) after they abandoney 
Caf Champions League 4 

2019 against Tunisia’s £ @ . 
The panel held that 77y, 

players decision not to resy, 
after the interruption consy, 
an abandonment. 
But going to Europe. Alb 

fa (2015) offers greater fonr). 
on where forfeiture typicalr, 
es and where a refusal is defi, 
and prevents the match from - 
completed. 
Onto the Caf decision, Artie,, 

82 now leaves us with a zre ., 
From its strict textual readin; 
Appeals Board had a justifieq q 
sion. 
But the rule itself appear; ;. 

signed for matches that ar 
completed. That surely was rot 
caseinthat Afeon final. 
In comes field-of-play d 

and Law 3.2 of the Laws 

game that grant autonomy 
referee for on field decisio 
The calm wait by cent; 

Jean Jacques Ndala and Ja 

sumingthematch changes 
text of the Caf Appeals Board ¢, 
sion. 
Was Senegals incident a defin . 

o temporary abandonment’ Ti-1 
isthe diceyissue. 
Senegal says it will head 

Courtof Arbitration f 
nitely this keeps the figh 
the wait even longer. Th 

amatter to be decided in 

evenmonths. 
‘While we wait, the dispute b 
come fodder for a heizhtene 
Ty now between the lions; 

any next meeting between 
countries a fiery contest. 

p”  Thewriterisa Sport; 
Arbitrator, LLE Sty 

dent 


