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Planting season is here: Prepare 

* NOW for the harvest you deserve 

e st raing have sotened the sofl across 
e Oonce again stepping into their gardens with hope. 
""flgn]s Season is not just .bos‘x! putting 1;: w Siound. 1t s about preparing for the harvest re flfflmdmbmhumpd'mmmmwakmm Scrmpt neglect the planning. Then, when harvest comes, we dueble for storage, complain about low prices,or watch pro- s mlbvmemdsm..mdmmnummm season B’fllmmi!fimlyluc’.lliflmfl 

Good harvests are built on ‘well- prepared fields. Clearing ear- | gpm_&nfl last. i ins intensi 

Quality seed is not an expense; it is insur- 
ance. Whether planting maize, beans, coffee 
or vegetables,certified seed increases yield The issue: and reduces vulnerability to pests and dis- 

Farming mmmmmfidfi;‘: 
Ot view: teryearshould notexpect mirac 
Healthy soilis I | portexist tohelp farmers access beter in- Dark sccoy buts and knowledge. 

But information only ... changesliveswhenitis acted upon. dharpmt, Every planting decision should answer [T one question: Who will buy this? Maize pric- | careful es collapse when everyone harvests at the ortiliser same time. Tomatoes flood the market and ) are sold at giveaway prices. Yet the same crops can fetch far more in the off-season. Farming can no longer be treated as guess- work It must be approached as a business. ‘That means organising in groups, exploring contract farming, studying market trends and planning sales well before harvest. ‘The weather is no longer predictable. A ¢ heavy downpour followed by weeks of dry 11 1 spell can wipe out a season's effort, Mulch- fuy g water harvesting and small-scale irriga- {  tionare nolonger huxuries; they are neces- sities.Healthy 
soil s a farmer's real bank ac- count. Composting, 

crop rotation and care- fiuferfifimusemmdlmg—tzrmpmducfivthmmn 
‘hausts the soil without restoring i it is borrowing from the future atapunishing interest rate. 
Ugandamnfinugswlmeasisflflmmwrfionofiupmdmeal- ter harvest because of poor handling and storage. Simple meas- ures such as proper drying, imj granaries and timely har- vesting can preserve both qu and i 1 Yy and profit. Harvest planning should begin on the day of planting, Where will the produce be. stored? How will it reach the market? What price justifies selling, 

and when s it wiser to wait? 
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