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Planting season is here: Prepare
oW for the harvest you deserve

he first rajns have softened the soil across Uganda. Farmers
ATe once again steppinginto their gardens with hope.
Plant(;r;tg season is not just abolt;‘te putting seed in the
Eround. It is ahgye preparing for the harvest long before
?mwmwwmmoommmemme
km"‘ but neglect the planning. Then, when harvest comes, we
d Tamble for storage, complain about low prices, or watch pro-
a:gz’;_‘e:&' the roadside. The difference between a good season
tone s rarely Juck.It is preparation.
chr?; har\iests are built on well-prepared fields. Clearing ear-
ents last-mj 3 Y5y i
ploy ghing | ‘Mminute panic when the rains intensify, Proper

Quality seed is not an expense; it is insur-
ance, Whether planting maize, beans, coffee
or vegetables, certified seed increases yield
and reduces vulnerability to pests and dis-
ease. Farmers who recycle poor seed year af-
ter year should not expect miracles from the
soil. Government initiatives such as the Par-
ish Development Model and advisory sup-
port exist to help farmers access better in-
puts and knowledge. But information only
changes lives when it is acted upon.

Every planting decision should answer
' ! one question: Who will buy this? Maize pric-

1 Careful es collapse when everyone harvests at the
reruhser same time. Tomatoes flood the market and
prote are sold at giveaway prices. Yet the same

tern crops can fetch far more in the off-season.

bivit Farming can no longer be treated as guess-

A 3 work. It must be approached as a business.

P That Imeans organising in groups, exploring

el ‘contract farming, studying market trends
WU and planning sales well before harvest.

.’- Ing it The weather is no longer predictable. A
I heavy downpour followed by weeks of

ubire spell can wipe out a season's effort. Mulch-

hing ing, water harvesting and small-scale irriga-

; tion are no longer luxuries; they are neces-
sities. Healthy soil is a farmer's real bank ac-
) ¥ count. Composting, crop rotation and care-
nurenﬂlse:useprotectlnng-tennpmducﬁvit\mfamwhoez-
without restoring it is borrowing from the future

at a punishing interest rate,

Ugandaconﬁnustoloseasimﬂﬁcantpoﬂionoﬁuprtﬂmaﬁ

terharvatbecauseofpoorhalﬂ]humdntmp,simﬂem
ures such as proper drying,im;gqndmarhamdﬁrmlyhn—
vesting can preserve both quality and profit. Harvest planning
shouldbeginunthedayofplanﬁng.\'o‘hemwﬂlﬂ'npmducehe
smmd?Hmvwi]litreachthemMWhatpﬁcejusﬂﬂesse]ﬁng,
and when s it wiser to wait?
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Our commitment to you
'Tobemm;tﬂsdi"inallwqm o 1%
® To be respectful to allin our pursuit. of the truth. v i
* Torefuse toaccept any compensation beyond that
provded by Morior Publcatons i for what we doinour
mmwﬂ‘f&' degision I
Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel
that we have fallen short in our atbempt to keep these
cormmitments. '
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