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Anxiety as NGO
circumcises ove

By Penedict Okethwenpu

Anvtety has engulied Zombo
diaarier afer 115 children wer
ToreAhly cireometsed by a non
Fovermmental prganisation
operating in the district

The  Infestious Disease
Instiwte (100 15 alleped 1o
have performed  safe male
croumasion on - pupils  of
Myven and Orurugang Boys
primary schools, in Paidha
On Monday, Mazo Ubia, a
resident of Patdha, appeared
on a local radio station 1o
al his frusration after his
son who is 10 years old, was
arcumeised

1D is @ Ugandan not-for-
Profitorganisation, established
within Makerere University, It
provides care and treatment
services o people  hiving
with HIV in urban and rural
Upanda

The organisation  also
provides extensive prevention
services,  including medical
male circumeision and i a
national referral - centre for
HIV

Ubia accused the
organisation o circumaising
his son without his consent
He said for the past wo
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weeks, the boy has  been
in pain and that he might
not sit the end-ofterm wo
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A man belng clrcumclse;i at a health l.iéllltv In Ntungamo.
undergone safe circumclslon, Safe male clrcumclsion reduces the

PSS

examinations, as the wound is
not healing.

Ubia re-echoed a  similar
concern to New Vision when
contacted on Monday.

“The boy is in pain. He has
a swollen penis and is not
sure he will be able to sit his
examinations,” he said.

Horence Akello,  the
headieacher  of  Oturugang
Primary School, said it was
true that the children had
been circumcised.

Akello said a total of about
75 children have been
circumcised at the school in
the past two weeks.

According 1o Akello, the
organisation brought forms
for children 10 take 1o their
parents to sign before the
circumeision was performed.

She, however, said they have
been receiving complaints
from  some parents on
how their children  were
circumcised  without  their
consent,

“It is true IDI brought forms
for pupils to take (o their
parents, but I think most of
thewm did not take the forms to
their parents,” she said.

QOsman Wathum, the
headteacher of Mvugu Upper
Primary School, also said 40
pupils from their school have
been circumcised,

According to Wathum, pupils
are ferried to Goli Health
Centre IV in Nebbl district,
where the circumcision is
carried out from.

“Forty  pupils

from our
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BETWEEN THE LINES:

Bernard Olar, a human
r.Iqhts activist in Zombu.| !
said safe male circumclsiol
{s not a bad practice, but
noted that in the case of
children, it ought to be
done with the consent of
thelr parents.

done at Goli Health
i(llie::; IV, When we asked
them, they (pupils) said lhe_y
were being picked on their
way to school,” he said.
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It is not true ipy
are  circumcising childﬁ i
without the consent of their
parents. We follow the T o
procedures,” he explained .
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