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pricrity status in government intervens

by struggle and sacri-
fice endsin triumph at
Makerere’s graduation
ceremony.

BY FRANKLIN DRAKU

The 1995 Constitution lists 54 indig-

enous communities in Uganda as at
February 1,1926,but some of them are

dwindling and becoming endangered.

Among the endangered minorities
are the Batwa in Kigezi, Mvuba and
Vonoma in the Rwenzori, Chope in '

Bunyoro, Lendu and Kebu in West Nile,
Mening and So (Tepeth) in Karamoja,
Bakusu in the Elgon,and Banyala in Bu-
ganda.

Nestled inside Bundibugyo are two
groups,the Mvuba and Vonoma,whose
combined population stands at only
1,062 aslisted in the 2024 Census.

The two communities form part of -
the pygmy, the majority of who live in
the jungles of the Democratic Republic

of the Congo (DRC).
In Uganda, the Mvuba and Vonoma
largely occupy rural sub-counties of

Burondo,and Ntotoro,and urban Bun- :
dibugyo Town Council, where they are

known to provide cheap labour to their
wealthier neighbours.

The Mvuba people are found on the ;

northern foothills of the Rwenzori

Mountains in western Uganda and ex-

tendinto the DRC. ‘
They are said to have migrated from

Sudan and travelled south-west to pres-

ent-day DRC.In Uganda, the Mvuba set-
tled among the Vonoma, Baamba, Bab-
wisi,and Batwa in present-day Bundib-
ugyo District.

They reportedly left DRC due to the

enforcement of forced labour by the

Belgian colonialists.

The Mvuba, together with Vonoma,
Baamba, and Babwisi, are the guardi-
ans and custodians of Bundibugyo Dis-
trict where more than 70 percent of the
26,000 tons of cocoa exported by Ugan-
da annually are produced.

But in the last 11 years, the popula-
tions of the two communities have sig-
nificantly dwindled. For instance, the
2024 Census shows that a number of
minority groups,including the two, are
staring at likely extinction as their pop-
ulation continually dwindles. :

For the Mvuba, their population re-
duced from 2,879in 2014 to 382in 2024,
while that of the Vonoma had its popu-
lation cut down from 2,613 to only 680
people.
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. and government officials, say is worry-
| ing and call for urgent research to find
. outwhat is happening and how this de-
cline can be reversed.
Other minority communities that

have witnessed decrease in their pop-
. ulation include the Batwa,whose num- |

| bershavereduced from 6,200in 2014 to

| 3,8571in 2024. Similarly, the Chope de- :
 clined from 34,327 t0 26,029 people, Ba-
rundi from 92,570 people to 65,964 in- -

dividuals.

Uganda’s dwilldlillg ' endangered tribes

Batwa showing off their skills among which is making a fire. The Batwa are one of the endangered tribes in Uganda,

This trend, residents from the district :

¢~ Alsoincluded on the list are the Bany-
: abindi whose population reduced from :
| 16,331in2014to 11,947 people in 2024,
: while the figures for the Banyabutum-
| bidropped from 10,113in 2014 t0 8,484
: in2024,The Shana from 10,835in2014 : plein2024.

. WHY DISCRIMINATED

There are several reasons why
these tribes are dwindlingin nu-
mber, one being that some such
as Vonoma are bothin Democra-
tic Republic of Congo and Ugan-
da. Anotheris the fear of being
discriminated against hence de-
claring that they belong to other
tribes. This is in regards to go-
vernment opportunities and em-
ployment.

i nificant reduction in their populatjo,
¢ from 23,422 in 2014 to 19,28
. in 2024, the Basongora from 15 85
| 2014 to 13,837 people in 2024 an@yF
. Bahororo from 151,566 to 149,144,
| 2024.

: UBOs explains numbers

- uted some of the reduction in popus
' tionamong the minorities to those why
. failed todisclose their ethnicitics, whig
. locals say many of them either migr
* ed or feared to state their identities
i - fear of being discriminated against
< 107,209in 2024 and the Kebu who were |
: 54,109 people,dropped to 51,672 peo- |

¢

The So (Tepeth) have also seen

iz

oy
people

The Uganda Bureau of Statistics attr

“The individuals who did not sta
their tribes (404,006 persons) and the
in il o d

plains a decline in the population of
some tribes,” UBOS said in its final re-
port. b

But Mr Robert Tibakunirwa, the Bun-

dibugyo District (LCS) chairperson at-

tributed the decline to possible migra-
tion. He also said others simply feared
toidentify themselves for fear that they
v@e discriminated against by the
bifter tribes regarding employment
opportunities and other government
programmes.

Mr Tibatunirwa said the Mvuba and

Vonoma are predominantly based in
the DRC and are a minority in Uganda,

but do constantly move between the

two countries depending on the situa- -

tionon the ground.

“They have their big roots in the DRC
and keep crisscrossing the border. With
scarcity of land in Bundibugyo and

availability of the same in DRC, it is one
ao " [ I ) | b

has their identity, but under one um-
brella,”Mr Tibatunirwa added.

He said the district is already imple-
menting several measures to ensure the
minority groups are given priority in
government programmes.“As the local
government, we passed an affirmative
action to give priority and make them
benefit from government programmes

like the PDM." he said.
Gender ministry speak

The Ministry of Gender, Labour and
Social Development oversees the eth-
nic minorities and says the problem of
dwindling numbers are real hence in-
vestigating the cause.

Mr Aggrey Kibenge, the permanent
secretary of the ministry, told this pub-
lication they are devising ways of pro-
tecting the communities facing extinc-
tion risk.

He said the department of equities
and rights is taking up the issue and
will come up with a proper directionon
how to proceed.

Mr Bernard Mujuni, the commission-
er of equities and rights at the minis-
try, who directly oversees the minority
groups in the country,said his depart-
ment has taken note of the falling pop-
ulation among the ethnic minorities
and is working to address the issues.

He explained that the ethnic minori-
ties are being swallowed by the bigger
tribes among whom they live because
the minority cannot be recognised po-
litically due to their low numbers.

“We have seen, in Uganda, that if peo-
ple do not make political numbers, they
risk being marginalised and are disen-
franchised by the larger populations.
That's what is happening to the Vono-
ma, to Mvuba, to even the Batwa,” he
said.

“Therefore, even government pro-
grammes like Youth, Livelihood or
Women's Empowerment programmes
do not reach them because when they
form a group of 15 or 20 people, they
hardly meet the criteria as they are scat-
tered and can't be part of the larger
community”he added.

Mr Mujuni said faced with these diffi-
cultrealities, the government has devel-
oped an affirmative action for the eth-
nic minorities that will see them get

out
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Mvuba 2879 382 Bundibugyo

Vonoma 2613 680 Bundibugyo

Lendu _ 18,919 18,801 Zombo :
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tions,

“The ministry has thus developed th
National Action Plan on ethnic mino
ities to make sure they are effective!
protected and affirmative action is a)
plied to make sure that they are consh
ered,"he said.

Mr Mujuni said the government
waiving the rigid requirements f
Zroups to access its programmes for £
ethnic minorities to ensure that th
bemnefit.

“We are making deliberate measwuc
for them to benefit without folle
ing the standard guidelines which
for the bigger communities, The W

Bank has also helped us to develop
National Plan of Action on ethnic
norities highlighting their livelih
and remedial measures to be take
terms of improving their livelihos
he added.

Mr Mujuni said the ministry hz
ceeded in amending the quidelin
social protection for the elderly in
moja and have lowered the age £
Ik group who are part of the ethz
norities to 60 years so that the
there can benefit. He also said
Batwa community, affirmative
has taken place making theirr
ment possible.

“We lowered the age for the [a
in Karamoja, because the older
around 60 looked 80 because o
nerability and harsh condition

“We are also targeting the '
and the other vulnerable g
make sure they benefit, but al=
ify their culture and their id—
said.

Equal opportunities

Mr Yusuf Muziransa, the se1
mation and communication:
the Equal Opportunities Co*
said they have taken note o2
that ethnic minorities are t
are working to address then

“The biggest challenge is.
tion and marginalisation. V
several reports of such disc
where dominant tribes a
smaller ones to extinction,”

“In some cases, membe~
ity tribes are denied an i«
because their tribe is not
the Constitution or event
ing the registering are as
change their identities,”}
added.

He said the ethnic min
so being victimised by the
forcing them to lose th.
whichisnot right.

Mr Muziransagave a s
one is seeking employrr
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