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The Ministry of Enerey. together with 
Uganda National Oil Company (UNOC), 
has moved to allay fears that the coun- 
try could run out of fuel as the war in 
theMiddle East coninucs. 
“The ministry says that although the 

current fuel stock in the country can 
lastfor less than a month, plans are un- 
derway to import additional supplics 
in April toboost availablity. 
More thana week ago,Iran closed the 

Strait of Hormaz,a key route that ac- 
counts for upto 20 percent of global oil 
supply. 
“The Ministry of Energy said the situa- 

tion has affeted themovementof ship- 
‘ments through the strait, which han- 
dles about 20 percent of global oil con- 
sumption,including supplies from the 
MiddleEast. 
‘On Monday,the International Mone- 

tary Fund (IMP)said the war in the Mid- 
dle East is disrupting lives and livel- 
hoodsin the region and beyond, while 
alsodimming e cconomicoutlook for 

 many countries that had only began to 
* recover from previous crises. 

The IMF noted that econornies heav- 
ily dependent on oil imports in Africa 
and Asiaare increasingly struggling to 
‘access supplies,evenat higher prices. 
Regions including parts of the Mid- 

dle East, Africa, Asia-Pacific,and Lat- 
in America are also facing additional 
pressure from rising food and fertliz- 

o € costsas well as tighter financial con- 
ditions. 
‘However, Uganda says the situation, 

while uncertain, is not as severe as it 
appear. 

“As of March 27,2026, Uganda’s fu- 
el stock levels and inland supply chain 
Temain stable and sufficient to meet 
shorterm national demand the Min- 
istry said, adding that available stocks 
for distribution include approximately 
81million ltres of petrol, 80 million i 
tres ofdiesel, and 18.5 million ltres of 
Jet A-1fuel. 
“These volumes translate to approx- 

imately 22 days of stock cover for pet- 
10,23 days for diesel, and 30days for Jet 
A7, meaningthat these stocks willast 
untiltheendof April 2026 ajoint tate- 

. ment from the Ministry of Energy and 

Shilling remains weak: 
The Shilling opened yesterd: 

indi 
demand rose. By midday it slipped 10 Shs3,761.32. before 
closing al Shs3.760. failing to recover and remaining on 
the back fool amid 
caulious as liquidity conditions offered little support. 

Uganda dala 
at Shs3.751.41 Bank of 

ales,showing carly weakness as dollar 

rined pressure. Traders slayed 

Uganda puts on tough face 
amid dwindling fuel supply 

'UNOC noted. Uganda s also scheduled 
to receive confirmed fuel shipments 
from the end of March through April 
2026, mainly via the port of Mombasa, 
indicating astable supply chain. 
“These deliveries will be comple- 

‘mented by supplies through Tanzania, 

Government reassures the public of stable fuel supplies despite Middle East 
tensions, with newimports expected n April to boost reserves. PHOTO FILE 

for petrol, 44 daysfor dieseland 39 1. 
for Jet A1 the Ministr sai. 
‘The statement, therefore, corn 

reassurance, amid rising pump pric. 
that had by yesterday closed in o 
average of nearly $hs5 400. 
“The transportation sector, iation -, 

dustry, business community, an¢ 
general public have remained coti. ) 
even as government says fuel supp 
mains secure,stable, and contin 
despite the ongoing Middle 
flict. 
Last week,a shipment schedule 

by this newspaper indicated that 
was at least more than 209 million 
tres of fuel expected in April, in 
tion to volumes already in the s 
‘which makes Ugandais supply outlc, 
strong,fornow. 
Government has also indicated 

the steady supply is supported by 
OC’s supply partners that are ab) 
source fuel from alternative 2loh: 

‘will continue tomonitor factors such ;. 
foreign exchange rates and intematic 
al oil prices, which may affect 

Keydata prices. 
st “UNOC, with the support and a\\) 

ance of the Ministry of Enersy,co 
299m uesto work closely with its supp! 

ners o ensure a steady supply o 
Last week,a shipment schedule seen’ leum products to Uganda, main: 
by this newspaper indicated that there 
‘was atleast more than 299 million 
Iitres of fuel expected n the country. 
this month. 

Local fuel prices are largely 
‘minedbyseveral fundamentals that - 
clude international fuel prices, m 

using the ports of Tanga, Dar es Salaam, 22 da S ‘ment of the dollar against the shillinz 
and Mtwara to enhance supply securi- andtherateof inflation,among otz 
ty Additional quantities expected from R e Government has, however,reaffi 
early April 2026 include about 195 mil- pproximately 22 daysof | its commitment to safeguard nati 
lion litres of petrol, 155 million litres of | stock cover for ptrol 23 days for energy security and ensure a relizble 
diesel,and 24 million litres of Jet A1, 
“This wil extend stock cover by 52 days 

dlesel, and 30 days for Jet A-1, supply of petroleum products across 
the country. 
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