
Oniatas 

Opinions i 

; Letter from Canada, 
* Where internet is a 
human right 

headingis clear. 
‘There recently were. 
some internet black- 

| outsinsomecoun- 
tries, This sacrilege can't hap- 
‘penin Canada. Internet ac- 
cessis considered one of the 

discretionary or out of desper- 
ation disconnect or turn the 

> internet offfor whatever pur- 

der certain circumstances pro- 
‘vided for. Under Bill C-8,the 
Minister of Communication is 
strictly allowed to make an or- 
der toshutdown internet shall 
there be“reasonable grounds 
tobelieve thatit is necessary 
todosoto secure the Canadi- 
an telecommunications sys- 

radation” - 
‘As per the government of 
Canada website, the rights 

‘have offline must also be pro-* 
“tected online. Canada is com- 
mitted to working with inter- 

I ‘national partners to protect 
. Internet freedom, including 

" the rights to online freedom 
i of expression, association and 

peiceful assemblyas well asto 
o protect privacy online.” Thus, 

Cangdians enjoy the rights of 
« +access and protection of inter- 

net. 
In Canada, it jsn't the choice 

or the discretion of the gov- 

enment or any insiitution to 
censure, disconnect, or discre- 
tionary provide internet. Its 
like water and other essential 
amenities for Canadians.if an- 
ybody——be it a person or & 

{8 government— denies Cana- 
dians such a right will not on- 
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| y be denying Canadians their 
i 
i 
| 
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rights but also committing an 
offence. 
Why has internet become a 
human right? The answer is 

ure the health of any nation 
by assessingits freedom of in- 
formation. People use inter- 

on the right to access internet 
‘adversely affects the lives and 

Iy how primitive and unfeeling 
asociety that does sois but also 
can lead to criminal and tort li- Pt 

‘That said, Canadian leaders 
avoid such liabilites. If they 
dont,theyl foolishiy lose their 
positions since whatever tort - 
abilities emanating from such 
a primitive act legally force the 

to redress the vic- 
tims That's because nobody is 
in povrer on behalf of the citi- 
2ens and the money paid for 
covering such wanton expens- 
‘es comes from Canadian tax- 

‘payers.So,by committing such 
a crime, whoever does 5o, he 
‘automatically loses one of the 
qualities of leadership. There- 
fore, such a person or govern- 
ment can be shown the door 
for abuses of public funds,cal- 
lousness, criminality, negli- 
gence,and others. No sane per- 
son does so o needs that. This 
iswhatis known as competent 
and good governance. 
‘That said, in my country Tan- 

zania,internet was shut down 
during chimeric elections 
‘wherein the incumbent Presi- 

dent won by 98 per cent! if an- 
ything, currently this save for 
being one of the wonders.of 
the world,can stand as a world 
record of Presidential ‘icto- 
1yifindeed s won ity and 
squarely, which even a little 
bird told me that it doubts this 
charade. That's because even 
during the one-party dictator- 
ship, no Tanzanian President 
won such a hugely convoluted 
andtantalising victory 

If there wasn't internet 
clampdown, it would have in- 
terfered with the win and 
thereby adversely affect and 
endanger national securi: 
ty which revolves arquid ané 
demigod known as Rresident. 
In Toronto; intérmet is a hu- 
man right that needs o be 
feared. For,it can make people 
ask for more rights, which can 
impinge on the rights of the 
high and the mighty 
‘When wilk cyberspace bé- 

comea human ight jn Africa? 
B . 

otimio member of the Writers’ Alliance 
of and Labrador (WANL). 
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