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ylonal News 

Shs345m 
irrigation 
Project idle 
BYRONALD KABANZA 
RUK_UNGlRI. A solar-powered ir. Tigation scheme worth Shss4sm in Rwakabengn Ward, Southerm Division, ngiri M\u\u‘ipahty, has remained non-functional for more than two years, leaving farmers stranded and counting losses, 
‘The small-scale i 

structed by 
Environmey 

Tigation project,con- 
the Ministry of Water and 
ntin the 2020/2021 finan- cial year, was intended to support or- ganised farmer groups with water for uTigation to boost productivity and en- able year-round farming, 

However, the system Treportedly broke down after operating for just one sea- son. 
| MrMathias Kahonaho, the chairper- | son of Rwakabengo Farmers Group, said the project had initially improved | livelihoods and strengthened house- 'i ‘hold incomes, with farmers supplying | pmducemkukungin(‘gnmlMarket. ‘e says ministry officials took the wa- | \erpmnpformpairabouttwoyemsago i but have never returned it, He appeals for urgent intervention as the pump | supplied water for bty irigation and | domesticuse, 

Ms Beth Nanziri, a resident of Rwaka- bengo A Cell and member of the farm- €rs group, said the sudden breakdown 
caught farmers off guard and caused 
immenseloss, ¢ 
Mr Polycarp Mugisha, another farm- 

er, blamed what he described as sub- 
standard materials, claiming the sys- fem was fitted with Weak and thin cap- 
illary tubes that could not effectively 
serve the farmers, 
“Our leaders were aware,but repeated 

pleas to the district authorities were in 
vain,"he said. 
Mr Denis Buzabo, the head of Pro- 

duction at Rukungiri Munic_ipalify, ac- 
knowledged the non-functionality of 
the scheme, attributing it to l.mllled 
funds for maintenance and equipment 

“ment. 
re“‘r)’}?:eengaged withthe ministry and 
there is hope to restore the system” Mr 
Buzabosaid. 
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