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KAMPALA  Uganda i intensiiying
up efforts to start generating some
2000 megawatts of electrieity from
five nuclear plants it plans to build in
five districts seattered in the coun-
try's four geographical regions,

Feasibility studies for the proj-
oct have been done and the planned
investments will be stageered over
cieht years, with initial electricity
ontput from nuclear plant expected
in 2026, fallowed with a boost in
2028, 2031 and full capacity opera-
tion by 2024,

At the heart of the current prepa-
rations 1s one Memorandum of Un-
derstanding that Kampala has signed
with Russia and another pending
signature of the Chinese, both cru-
clal documents for Uganda to secune
technical expertise and financing to
1ift the plan off the ground.

Enerey ministry officials say they
expect toink a preliminary deal with
the Chinese government, Uganda's
biggest bilateral donor, as carly as
end of this month,

According to Ms Sarah Nafuna, the
head of Nuclear Energy Unit in the
ministry, the MoU with China will de-
tail areas of technical and engineer-
ing cooperation, as well as financial
support to develop reactors for the
nuclear plant.

“This partnershipwith Chinain the
area of nuclear energy development
is for peaceful purposes and all plans
have been made in Uganda to have
c_lc.m and safe nuclear energy genera-
tion sources,” Ms Nafuna, who s also
the national liaison officer with the
United Nations nuclear watchdog, the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), said.

_The use of nuclear energy is a sen-
sitive matter around the world be-
capse erftiched uranium can be used
for both peaceful purposes and to
make nuclear bombs, a sticky issue
between Iranand Western powers.

Ms Nafuna told this newspaper
that the MoU with China will enable
the country develop reactors for the
nuclear plant. “This document is al-
ready [on] the table and wearein the
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final stages,” she said.

‘Uganda on June 19 signed an MoU
mth_Russia for the development of
uranium for nuclear power genera-
tion. Bureaucrats hope China’s in-
volvement will help fast-track the
investment and put Uganda ona ped-
estal to generate 2,000 megawatts
electricity over the next 17 years.

The proposed sites for the nuclear
infrastructure developments are Buy-

s

S

ende District in the east and Nakason-
gola District in central Uganda, both
near Lake Kyoga, Kiruhura District
in the west close to River Katonga,
Lamwo District belted by River Aswa
in northern Uganda and Mubende
District in central Uganda near Lake
Wamala.

Explaining their choice of the sites,
officials said the water from reliable
large sources is required for cooling
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Anuclear
reactor produces
and controls the
release of energy
from splitting
the atoms of
uranium.

Uranium-fuelled
nuclear power
isaclean

and efficient
way of boiling
water to make
steam, which
drives turbine
generators and
except for the
reactor itself, a
nuclear power
station works
like most coal or
gas-fired power
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stations.
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\h;{zuﬂ%fggﬁ;id to disclosle ﬂtlse
cost of developing the nuclearkp t:r'\1 ot'
but a high-level source that aske! 20
to be named because they were(ter
authorised to speak on the mating'
estimated the capital f”d, opera
costs upward of Shs745 gnlhon. s
This working figure 1S :nl_mtgs;1 =
times higher than Ugam.iz;s it
trillion annual budget, raising qu %
tions about the country’s abnhty[ o
mobilise such resources vyhen ;‘537
already saddled with S}O.ab [ 2
trillion) debt in both disbursed an
itted loans.
colT:nnnda last month hosted the zz?h
technical working group meeting for
Africa Regional Cooperative Agre:;
ment for Research (AFRA) at Spe
Resort Munyonyoand the conference,
among other things, explored ways
of improving zechmca_l cooperation
in Africa and increasing efficiency
of IAEA's deliverables and effective-

ne;?ime Minister Rugunda
told the international delegates at
the time that inadequate energy is
bottleneck to Uganda’s mdus_mahsa-
tion and the achievement of its 2040
vision. Ly
“Increasing the electricity genera-
tion capacity to meet the demand is,
therefore, a key government policy
direction. Uganda [will be] develop-
ing 2,000 megawatts nuclear power
plants for industrialisation,” he said.
Uganda already carried out air-
borne survey that helped establish

the existence of uranium deposits, -
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A presidential ban on expo,s "ty it

uranium is also still in place 12N of
Energy minister Irep,’
in an interview with thjs - Ulon;

per recently, said there rn Eewspa.
deposits in western, sy, 2l Ny,
and north-eastern regiong bumm
sharing the specific locau‘anst thay
prompt “speculators to ryp o)y
buy the land from local pe,, f’ﬂ to
later sell it expensively to the -, 2nd
ment”. £ Eover,

Associated tragedies g
deadly 2011 Fukushima E:fi‘c;? the
clear plant accident in Ja, I ny.
Chernoby! disaster before i'to'}'] the
placed high demands on nyq), 3
ergy operational safety and gp;
mental compliance Tequiremen; =

Mr Frank Muramuzi, the gy,
tive director of National ASSociae;Fu'
of Professional Emrironmental'm
(NAPE), spoke against byilgi, ists
nuclear plants and insteaq adviof
the government to harness | ecmf"
fromother renewable energy sour :
such as solar. ces

“Nuclear plants are expensiy
have long comstruction periqds o
about 10 years and expensive t, dg.
commission the plants at the eng of
their lifespan, especially disposiy,
of hazardous radioactive waste,» he
said.

The National Environment Mgy,
agement Authority, a statutory epy.
ronmental watchdog, however, si4
there is no cause for alarm and the,
have worked closely to ensure the j,.
vestment is-safe.
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