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Sevaml fatal road crash» 
es in Busoga Sub-region 
involve trucks transport- 
ing sugarcane, many of 

@ vhich are in poor me- 
chanical condition. 
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BY ABUBAKER KIRUNDA 

cash crop in the Busoga subre- 
gionof eastern Uganda, gradually 

I!phdnxmmv and cotton. How- 
various stakeholders say the crop's 

growing dominance is (nmasingly 

s ugarcane has become a major 

ael Kasadha, said mpalt:nn 
jons have become a security 
and lr!mu!lnns‘y linked to 
among E 

“MrKasadha explained that criminals 
Mdeplnm'mu as hideouts to 

'Wehlv!ted!lznd many cases of 
Killed and their bodies 

wymn: phmnumu by 
thugshidinginside” MrRasadha 
*“Last week, there was an in¢ dcnl 

i Namukeso Villge in Iganga Dis 
trictwhere suspects who had reported- 
ty-nuumm:ycknzd intoa sugar- 
caneplantation whilebeing pursued, al- 
though locals later rounded them up,” 

added. he: 
‘MrKasadha alsorevealed that several 

fatal road crashesin the region involve 
mlds!nmpoflmgsupmne,many 
ofwhich are in poor mechanical co 
tion. 
He cited recent incidents, including 
the death of three people who wererid- 
ing on top of a truck carrying sugar- 

ontheJinja- 
Kamuli Road MrKasadhaalsoreferred 
toacase eariierthis monthin Gigiri Vil- 
lage on the Namayingo-Musita Road in 
Mayuge District, where five people, in- 
dudingfourmembersof thesamefami- 
Iy, wererunover. 
In other incidents, a boda boda rid- 

abandon them on the road 
ummumatmflnmavmdmmc 
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How Sugarcane growing 
leaves Basoga vulnerable 

[ 

Trucks carrying sugarcano in Iganga District Inst month. Some accidants in Busoga Sub-region have been blamed on 
trucks overioaded with tho cano. PHOTO/TAUSI NAKATO 
checks; hesaid. 
‘The outgoing Luuka District LCS chair- 
person, Mr Simon Wakaze, blamed the 
deteriorating road network in Busoga 
on heavy trucks transporting sugar- 
cane. 
Mr Wakaze said the trucksare often 
Ioaded on the roadsides where waste 
from the caneis dumped into drainage 
channels,blocking water flow and caus- 
ingroadstobewashed away. 
“Sometimes when trucks get stuckin 

the mud, people dig up theroad to free 
themandleave the holes open,”hesaid. 
Mr Wakaze further noted that the 

damage caused by the trucks frustrates 
efforts by district leaders to maintain 
roads despite limited budgets and has 
even cost some: including 
himself, their seats. 
Healsolinked rising povertyin Busoga 

10 the widespread shift to sugarcane 
farming. 
“Many residents with small picces of 
landeither rent them outor grow sugar- 
cane themselves, leaving them without 
food athome since the crop takesalong, 
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timetomature;"hesaid. 
“Ifthey instead grew maize or vegeta- 

bles, they would earn quicker returns 
than sugarcane, where, after harvest, 
‘manyareleftwithnothing™ 
'MrWakaze further revealed that pov- 
ertyassodiated with sugarcane growing 
forces many parents to send their chil- 
dren for casual workin plantations to 
eammoneyforfood. 
FACTORIES IN BUSOGA 

BusogaisUganda'sleading 
ugarcant 

Mayuge Sugar| i 
Limited, Kamuli Sugar Limited, 
Buyende Sugar Factory, Sugar 
Allied Industries Limitedin 

Bugi 3 
Therogionisalsohomo tothe 

nowly establishod CN Sugar 
FactoryinNamayingo. 
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He said some boys use the little mon- 
ytheyearn from casual labour in plan- 
tations to lure young girls into relation- 
ships,contrbuting o ising cases of 

ge pregnancics. 
T — 
EriaKisambira, confirmed that sugar- 
cane plantations are partly to blame for 
pooracademic performanceinnational e 
“With Busoga becoming a hub for sug- 

arcane growing, it has become a disad- 
vantage to our learners because some 
parents send children to work in plan- 
tations instead of attending school,” Mr | 

Headdedthatsome pupilsleaveschool | 
before lunchtime to go and cut sugar- 
cane, while during the harvest season, 
many skip afternoon lessons, leaving, 
someclasses halfempty. 
‘The Jinja Assistant Resident District 
Commissioner, MrSamuel Kawuta,said 
the areais experiencing school dropout 
rateslinked tosugarcanework. 
MrKawutatold the Daily Monitorthat 

authorities regularly conduct opera- | 

- 

tionsatthe beginningofeach term toar s 
rest children from plantations and re- 
turnthem toschool. 
“Because children cut tumr(;r;;and 

earn mone, mary abandon school. For 
the past tur weaks, v have been mo- 
ing around plantations, sending thens 

backtoclass” he said. 

Mr Kavruta, who is also a member 
of the District Security Committee, 

wrarneed that some children accustomed 
to earning money during peak harvest- 
ing seasons sometimes turn to theft 
whenthereislittlecanetoharvest. 
Climate changa dilemma 
“The Bugwreri District Natural Resourc+ 

| s Officer, Mr Fred Wamukunyu, ex 
| pressed concern that the expansion of 
sugarcane farming has depleted natu- 
ralresourcesin the region. 
“We have lost a significant number 

of swamps in Bugweri because people 
have planted sugarcane in them. This 
i very dangerous because it s expos- 
ing the area to severe effects of limate 
change.” Mr Warnukunyu said. 
He added that many trees across dis- 

trictsin Busoga have been cleared tocre- 
atespacefor sugarcane cultivation. 
However, the chairperson of the Ka- 

XiraSugarcane Outgrowers Association, 
Mr David Christopher Mombuwe, down- 
playedclaimsabout the negativeimpact 
of sugarcane farming, 
Mr Mombuwe acknowledged that some- 

trees have been cut down to pave the 
way for sugarcane planting but added 
that farmers are being encouraged to 
plant tree seedlings along the edges of 
theirplantations. 
“As Kakira outgrowers, we work with 

an Non-Governmental Organisation 
(NGO) that distributes tree seedlings 
to farmers to plant around their sugar- 
cane plantations. Soitis notentirely cor- 
rect o say trees are being phased out,5, 
Mrombwesaid. 
Hedidnot name the NGO. 
He also noted that Kakira regular- 

ly provides funds to help rehabilitate 
roads in districts where its sugarcane 
outgrowers operate. Mr Mombrwe fault- 
ed the police for not doing enough toe- 
‘move trucks in poor mechanical condi- 
tion from the roads. 
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