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Who will supply P

rotective
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M gear to oil and gas industry

For clothing protection, there are dust
Al ull overalls, cold room overalls
and reflective jackets among  others
There are other PPES for arcas such ac
height safen among others
H]‘:h"( I oeven  speaalised  winter

A such av insolated Jackets, winter
halactavas among others, for workers
on oil and gas projects in freezing
femperatures; luckily for Uganda, there
Will not be need for this due to the
:dlli‘;-'n;ﬂ climate gracing this part of the

orl¢

UPSTREAN, MIDSTREAM
Intense oilfield dev clopment to a tune of
STL3b in the next three to five years will
be unleashed on the Albertine region. In
this period, about 500 wells are planned
for drilling compared 10 the 20 wells that
;Ut drilled in the exploration period.
|nLI.;mJl Processing  Faalities  (CPFs),
| 44ﬂ.dkpl[\('lmm are going to be built. A
o '3 llometre long East African Crude
b l&:-ll'n[nc l(ucom p_npclmc is going
T All these projects will require
m?]:‘: :fulhc camps on the export pipeline
g ill host 1,000 workers. The laying
e Pipeline can be dangerous without
g o li‘;-llc safety precautions. One can
miun» :-),\rc nl]n;lunj while welding,
m:ucrfm materials, - contact  with
J Safey cquﬁ,ﬁ:ﬁ;‘,fo not have the correct

SAFETY on g7

Each i

Supplmcg!r:;tmmop_ worker, vendor,
10 Undepp Stte visitor will be required
e 3, : Site safety training session
g sjsmg different sites and
e G bc..r_ the protective gear. So if
i ok 'usmr:ss that supplies safety

q -\'er)-unéb:[ ready for big business,
plpelis o 10 comes 1o work on the
o Ject should be able 1o go back
and sound. For this reason,
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Including ppg

Ugand, z,d ;:;‘Es says local industry in
ok not fully appreciate” the
o ¢ of PPEs, by reckons that
= indzg:;’f"lc‘:nzlar’lda'rds in the oil and
y){llo chang;: aui?l):d‘e‘;{l W e iy
Seriozls’iy' Ugandans do not take PPEs
lhankru‘),’ because of (he cost, but
G of Y, many international oil players
should b:?;:géolzﬂse _'¢;n safety so we

F 80," he says.
or. l}(:?‘i; who appreciate the need for
S o limes, ignore an important
i amh of safety, Sekimpi  said.
B s ;}llmel on your head alone
S)"‘sl;:;ms i you must have working
i 5: aja‘re not entirely new in Uganda;
el e'nge is the attitude many
izl ave towards safety. They think
in placece Someone has the equipment
Besrio .P everything has been covered.
the we PEs, we should have trained
correctly eg} Zn hhow ‘:}): use the equipment

; ay i ; i

dlace to ensure safsly.f i

tilemon Nabeta, a health and safety
nager, said, Ugandan firms are not
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Personal
protective
equipment for oil
and gas will have
to be imported,
The ones that

are currently
made in Uganda
do not meet
international
industry
standards, even
for the very basic
safety equipment
such as helmets

1,000

workers
Wil be employed on camp
When the construction of

the 1,445km export pipeline
to the Port of Tanga begins

Safety of all oll and gas
workers must be a priority

A worker at Karuma

make sales If they Im

dtosu Iy industry specific PP
e (;;sls.pgu)l he is confident that

— to oil and
\ as the sector grows (o I
Procurement and Construction
hase of key infrastructure starts.
y and gas will have

“PPEs for oil

looking to
business will

PPEs.

- ; MEE
ealers of PPEs have opportunities to
flc to the oll and gas Industry

1o be imported. The ones that are
currently made in Uganda do not meet
international industry standards, even
for the very basic safety equipment
such as helmets,” he says.

“Any entrepreneur in this space
benefit from the oil and gas  moving  vehicles,
have no option, but to raise
their game and meet the slanda.rdns.
There will be no compromise on this.

Besides the export pipeline, there are
other major projects Uganda's oil and
gas industry is going to embark on in
the next five years that will require

Two upstream projects; Tilenga
and Kingfisher will deliver oil when
production eventually starts. Located

E  Total E&P and covers six oil fields, Jobi-

Rii, Ngiri, Gunya, Kasamene-Warindi,
soga and Kigogole—all located in
Buliisa and Nwoya districts.

Workers in these oil fields will need
adequate PPEs to keep safe from
potential risks encountered during work.

“Oil field workers are potentially
exposed to undiluted chemicals (for
fracture fluid), silica sand, diesel exhaust,
moving machinery, confined spaces,
naturally occurring radiological material,
etc. while working
days extending beyond eight hours,”
writes Megan Anne Allison, in a paper
titled Occupational hazards in onshore
upstream unconventional natural gas.

The Kingfisher field, spread over a 32
square kilometres area, will have similar
needs.

The refinery project, which last week
received a major boost with the signing
of the project framework agreement
(PFA) with the Albertine Graben Refinery

on the northern side of the Lake Albert, ~ Consortium (AGRC), will also have its

the Tilenga project will be operated by

own challenges that will require PPEs.
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