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Lack of faith in recent exam 
results is intellectual dishonesty 
write in response to columnist Ga- 
waya Tegulle’s article of March 15 titled, 
“Namilyango@124, Mobutu's many Gen- 
erals,and Uganda’s many As™. 
Rene Descarte’s work on the allegory of 

the cavereminds us about three waves of 
doubt.The first being the illusion argument, 
the second, the dream argument and the 
third, theevil demon hypothesis. 
In doubting themany As posted by the can- 

didates who sat their national exams recent- 
IyMr Tegulle should identify a wave that res- 
onates with his opinion.Sinceitis afact that, 
no person should be barred from doubting 
ordreaming,itis also critical for one to ana- 
lysethe othersintentions and actions inan 
opinion. 
Whenone’s mind and resultant actions are 

accurately read,spinning and speculation gets/ 
suffocated. This means writers of opinions 
must base their writings on the truth because 
itisthesame truth that ajudge in courts of 
law relies onin assessing the accused person’ 'f 
mens rea(intention or knowledge of wrong- 
doing that constitutes part of a crime) and ac- 
tus reus(guilty act ) beforemakingjudgement. 
So,at therisk of notjudging Mr Tegulle,isto 

statethat itis obvious to know that celebra- 
tion of excellence and hard work cannot be 
sacrificed at the altar of skepticism and rad- 
icalism.If the results attained anywhere 
are scientifically credible and of anation- 

If too many students are 
declared excellent, the 
meaning of excellence 
.itself will gain traction 
and not a de- 
cline. 

; Patnck Kaboyo 

| alstanding,they cannot be thrown under 
the gutters. Itis crucial to know that matters 
of national obligation and mandate require 
competent authority to claim responsibility 
andnotindividuals who hayenothingtodo 
with setting national assessment standards. 
Claiming that assessment standards are 

making majority of learners pass with As and 
likening it to Mobutu’s Generals is unpatriotic. 
Iimplore the public to continue motivat- 

ingtheir sons and daughtersin secondary 
schools to focus on attaining more As for the 
new curriculumis hereto stay The current as- 
sessment regime requires school teachers to 
score learners with continuous assessment 
scores, teach and record project work out- 
comes as well as prepare learners for sum- 
mative assessment whose scores conclude 

the assessment cycle.When an opinion is 
written with the writer choosing to ignore 
all parameters used to arrive %t a final as- 
sessment outcome,it is not only enough to 
saythatthereis moreé work to be done but 
alsorather to assert that there is a bit of la- 
ziness in finding out facts before one can 
write an opinion. 
From Tegulle’s context, it is wrong to assert 
that when examination results begin tolook 
uniformly excellent may not be that our chil- 
dren have become smarter. This kind of rea- 
soning communicates both pessimism and 
skepticism. 
To assert that a system that occasionally pro- 
duces disappointing results may in fact be 
healthier than the one that produces amil- 
lion Asis anindicator that someindividuals 
struggle to accept, live with,and relate with ex- 
-cellence. 
Again,coulditbethatsuch a thinking points 

to thefact thatif Mr. Gawaya was alecturerina 
university or ahead of departinent, many sen- 
jorlecturers’ promotion would be delayed be- 

cause hewould wait for the systemtoreduce 
on the number of good publications? 
‘Would students struggle to get their deserv- 

ing distinctions from him as their teacher or 
they would be asked to explain why they got 
distinctions? 
In conclusion,if too many students are de- 

clared excellent,the meaning of excellenceit- 
self will gain traction and not a decline.Simi- 
larlyif alawyer excellently wins a number of 
cases, it is excellence at litigation. 

WMr Patrick Kaboyo is a teacher, social 
worker and leader in the education sector. 
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