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Price we pay
for rejecting
biotechnology

@ are stuck in a paradoxical
situation where the govern-
ment is urging farmers to

ard when it is not doing much
mirtks};‘mrt to overcome the challeng-
ing national agricultural production
constraints that could be reduced hy
the use of hiotechnology. A

An online newsletter, Genetic Liter-
acy Project, dated August 31 2017, car-
ried an article titled “Uganda: From
scorching drought to ravaging worms,
poor pay, the price for missing out on
a biotech solution.”

It credits Uganda for having one of
the leading biotechnology researc!l
teams in Africa under Naro but points
out that after years of successful re-
search work the country’s subsistence
farmers are losing their crops to pests
and drought.

This year the country lost several of
its maize fields to the dreaded army-
worm, following a prolonged drought
much of last year. Chronic crop dis-
eases are wiping out the country’s
staples including cassava, banana,
andrice.

Uganda annually loses an estimated
US$ 299.6 million worth of banana
output due to Banana Bacterial Dis-
ease according to Uganda Biotechnol-
ogy Information Centre (UBIC). The
country also makes an estimated
annual loss of US$ 24.2 million due to
Cassava Brown Streak Disease (UBIC).

Drought causes annual maize loss
worth an estimated US$ 19.4 million
and up to 30 per cent maize yield loss
is attributed to stem borers (UBIC).
We are yet to ascertain the loss attrib-
uted to the armyworm,

In the last 15 years the government
and its development partners have
devoted over Shs20billion to train sei-
entists and to set up infrastructure for
biotech research,

Considerable success has been

achieved. This incluges Preparation

of banana plants resistant to Banang

Bacterial Disease, cassava Variety

rgsistant to Cassava Brown Streak
Dlsease and worm resistant maize va-
riety that is also

tolerant to drought,
Thgy havq €ven come up with Vitamin
Abio-fortified banana varieties to ye-
duce malnutrition,

However, the farmer
the crops because the
kf;eps Postponing the passing of the
qutechnology and Bio-safety Bil|
Wwhich is required to regulate all big-
technology activities,

Both President Museveni and Prime
~ Minister Ruhakana Rugunda have

urged parliament to pass the bill to
no avail.

S cannot grow
government

P

low yields an
Lominda Afe

gandan ¢
intensiﬁ‘fd
key crops U

and biotechnol
in a hid for farm
yielding crops
resistant to pest:
Scientists f
Agricultural Res¢
(Naro) have bee
yarieties of cro|
cassava, rice, sw
among others v
growing countr
The products ol
not been rele
because of lack
whichisarequir
the same.
The Biotechnol
bill which 1
government in
parliament for
But farmers in
growing cassa
hybrid cassav:
of their comr
tolerance to ca
virus.
They attribut
scientists at Ak
Research aj
Institute (Abi
the new varie
farmers get th
The director
Sadik Kassim
the people of
cassava as th
the mandate
ensure farmes
variety bred
technologies
good yield.
“We have tes
like NASE14,
Naro Cas2, wl
aromatic, s
Withstand DE
arerich in fo

Agzronomi
Sisto Moja
majoring in (
Hesaysforf;
vield, they ;
Preparation

Brassica
cabbages, kal
cauliflower, b
important Ve
grown for log
and processi
extraction).

While mos
the small ho|
production is
especially, fo

(8 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

