
During traffic stops, motorists should remain soated in their vohiclos during interactions. Staying Insido holps ensure the driver's safoty and maintains a con- 
trolled environment. PHOTO/FILE 

Know your legal rights 
during a traffic stop 
For many Ugandan motorists, being 
stopped by traffic police is a routine 
part of driving. But uncertainty about 
legal rights and proper procedures 
canturna simple traffic stopintoa 
stressful encounter. Here is what ev- 
ery driver should know to stay safe, 
compliant, and informed. 

BY GEOFFREY OYET OKWERA 

' his way to Gulu, northen Ugan- 
da,Jack Alele was flagged down by 
a traffic officer on the busy Bom- 

'bo Road. Following the law, Alele 
stopped immediately. However, he 
brotaght his vehicle toa haltin a risky 
spot on the highway, putting himself 
and other road users in potential dan- 
ger. Noticing this, the officer directed 
‘him to move a short distance off the 
‘main carriageway to a safer location. 
‘Alele complied, parked properly, and 
stepped out of the vehicle, ready for 
routine traffic questioning,while other 
cars sped past him. 
Asimilar situation occurred on the 

Kamdini-Lira route when a traffic of- 
ficer stopped motorist Steven Lugard, 
citing his worn-out tyres as a safety 
‘hazard. The offcer instructed Lugard 
not to continue his journey to Lira un- 
tilthe tyres were replaced. 
Afera brief discussion, hey reached 

apractical resolution: Lugard replaced 
the worm tyre with a spare he had in 

KNOW WHAT YOU CAN DO 

‘askwhy youare being stopped. 
“Requost dentification: Traffic officers should 
clearlyidentify themselves and their authority. 
-Stay safo: Remain seated, keep doors locked, and - 
onlystep outifinstructed. 
“Refuseillogal roquests: You are not obliged to pay 

hand over personal items unrolatod to veri- 
fication, or allow searches without proper cause. 
+Filea complaint: Ifyou feel an officeris acting out- 
side thelaw, you can report the incidént to the Di- 
rectorate of Traffic and Road Safety, the Uganda 
Police Professional Standards Unit, oryourlocal 
police station, 
-Document the interaction: f possible, note the of- 
fcers ame, badgo number, and any dotalsf th 
stop. 

~Askfor the reason: You have the right to politely 

| thecarallowing himto continuesalely. 
‘These encounters illustrate the del- 

icate balance between enforcement 
and practicality on Uganda's roads, 
where motorists and traffic officers 
‘must navigate safety concerns while 
applying thelaw reasonably: 
Whyawareness matters 
For many motorists in Uganda, in- 

| teractions with traffic police are rou- 
tine. Drivers are frequently stopped 

| for checks ranging from licence verif 
cation to vehicle inspections and traf- 
fic control. Yet, despite how common 
these interactions are, i 

and obligations when flagged downby 
atrafficofficer. 3 
“This lack of awareness often creates 

uncertainty at the roadside. Some 
drivers panic,others feel intimidated, 
‘whille a few react defensively, fearing. 
‘harassment or unjust penalties. 
In certain cases, what beginsasasim- 
pletraffic top escalatesinto an unnec- 
essary confrontation, largely because 

| neither party clearly understands the 
boundaries et by law. 
At the centre of these encounters is 

| acritical but often overlooked issue: 
understanding where a motorist’ re- 
sponsiblity ends and where the lawful 
authority of raffic police begins. 
Knowing your rights not only pro- 

tects motorists from abuse but also 
promotes safer roads and respectful 
engagement between the public and 
lawenforcement officers. 
Thelegalbasis 
Under Uganda's Traffic and Road 

Safety Act, traffic officers are legally 
‘mandated to stop vehicles for lawful 
purposes, including checking compli- 
ance with traffic regulations, inspect- 
ing vehicle roadworthiness,verifying 
driving permits, and enforcing safe 
standards. Gt 
Motorists are legally obliged to com- 

ply with lawful instructions, but they 
also retain rights to safety,transparen- 
cy,and recourse if they believe an of- 
ficeris acting outside thelaw. 
Stayinside, staysafe 
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James Mulakha, a seaso; 

school instructor, advises 
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Knowingyour rights. 
Motorists have rights if t 

officer is acting beyond tk 
authority. They may polite 
the reason for the stop and 
see properidentification. 
‘They are not obliged to b, 

personal items unrelated to 
tion, pay bribes, or consent t; 
eswithout proper cause. 
In cases of misconduct or pe 

harassment, motorists can 
incident to the Directorate o} 
and Road Safety, the Uganc ; 
Professional Standards Unit, 
local police station. 
Keeping a record of the o; 

name, badge number, and ¢ 
the interaction can help supp 
formal complaint. 
By understanding both tt 

sponsibilities and their righ 
torists can navigate traffic st 
Iy protect themselves and ot 
users,and promote a respectfu] 
fessional environment on U 
roads. 

(8 CamScanner


