Solar challehge

Africa's
solar waste
Crisis

SOLAR ENERGQY
BETTY NDAGIRE

Solar must move beyond panels in-
to integrated agricultural systemns
powered by intelligence ang de-
SIEM.

'?A’ﬁ-ica can become the 2030 cap-
ital of agricultural innovation by
combining AT [Artificial Inte])j.
gence] and decentralised solar en.
ergy”he said,

He illustrates how entire value
chains can e redesigned, from
dairy to poultry, using solar-pow-
ered systems that reduce losses
and increase productivity:

“Solar-powered hydroponics,
chilling systems, and milking ma-
chines can double or triple farmer
incomes;"he explaineq,

His vision is Provocative, Africa
Tot as a late adopter, but a5 5 glob-
al laboratory for agricultural rein.
vention.

“Even Germany and the Nether-

ds can learn from Africa’s small-
scale innovation systems by 2030
he added. Yet beneath these tech.
nological ambitions lies structur-
almn]uroudsef:lmry isnol
Just about land ang labour, but wa-
ter, energy, and coordinated 5ys-
tems,

Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture
and Animal Resources, Dr Teles.
phore Ndabamenye, ties the con-
versation back to systerns integra-
tion and governance.

“Solar ENErgyisa strategic ena-
bler for ransformation. Food secy.
rity cannot be separated from en-
ergy and financing,"he saj(|.

He stresses that fragmented pol.
icy approaches are slowing adop-
tion across Africa.

“Agriculture, EDgrey, water, fi-
nance and trade policies myst op-
erate as one coordinateq eCosys-
tem,”he noted,

Rwanda’s approach, he says, is

ifti toward irrigation corridors
and aggregated ing systems to
enable efficient solar deployment.

“Farmers must be organised
through cooperatives and agrj
hubs to make technology adoption

He also highlights investment
risk as a major barrier. “Without
de-risking agriculture investment,

1s will not adopt solar tech-
nologies at scale”he warneq,

His conclusion brings the conti-
nental debate into focus; ng coun-
Ty can solve the solar agriculture
puzzle alone,

What emerges from Uganda dis-
cussion is a shared contradiction
that Africa is the most sun-rich
continent on earth, yet its farm-
€IS remain among the most ener-

The solution is ng longer ahout
whether solar works, but wheth-
Systems i

financing, and politica]
::i]icmﬂnallyaﬂgn, -
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