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Solar must move beyond panels in- ointegrated agricultura systerps powered by intelligence and de. si 
Ahicacan become the 2030 cap- ital of agricultural innovation by combining Al [Artificial Intell, encel and decentralied solar en. ergy’hesaid, 
He illustrates how entire value chains can be redesigned, from dairy to poultry using solar-pow: ered systems that reduce losses andincrease productivity “Solar-powered hydroponics, chilling. Systems, and milking ma- chines can double or triple farmer incomes, he explained. Hisvision is provocative, Africa ot as a late adopter, but as aglob- al laboratory for agricultural rein- vention. 
“Even Germany and the Nether- lands can learn from Aftica's small- scale innovation systems by 2030, he added. Yet beneath these tech. nological ambitions ljes a. structur- almmnl‘oudmnty is no longer Justabout land and labour, but wa- Ler, energy, and coordinated sys. tems. 
‘Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources, Dr Teles- phore Ndabamenye, tes the con. Versation back to systems integra. tion and governance, “Solar engrgy is a strategic ena. ler for transformation. Food secy- ity cannot be sepaated from en. ergyand financing,"he sajd He stresses that fragmented pol. ey approgches are slowing adop tion across Africa 
“Agriculture, engrgy, water, fi- nance and trade policies must op- erate as one coordinated ecosys. temhe noted. 
Rwanda’s approach, he says, is ifting toward irrigation, corridors and aggregated farming systems to enable efficient solar deployment, “Farmers must be organised ugh cooperatives and agr hubsmlm.kgiedmology ‘adoption easier’he said, 
He also highlights investment tisk as a major barrier. “Without de-risking agriculture investment, rs will not adopt solar tech. nologies at scale;"he warned, His conclusion brings the coni. nental debate into focus: no coun- ry can solve the solar agriculture Ppuzzlealone. What emerges from Ugands dis- cussion s a shared contradiction that Aftica is the most sun.rich continent on earth, yet its farm: €IS remain among the mogt ener. 

‘The solution is no longer about whether solar ‘works, but W]l;a.h— ersystems, inancing,and politica) willcan inally align, 
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