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< Sighof relief as new bridge
links Mbale locals to services

the bridas has made it oas
themn to access nearby sery
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MRBALE For residents of Bunyafu
Suh-county in Sironko District,
Christmas came early following the
construction of a suspended bridge
after years of facing challenges
of nccessing <ocial services in the
neighbouring sub counties in Mbale
District,

The 90-metre bridge, constructed
by Bridges to Prosperity (B2P),
a US-based NGO in partnership
with the government at Shs250m,
breathes a sigh of relief, especially
to mothers and children who have
been struggling to access health
centres and primary schools in
Bufumbo Sub-county.

Ms Norah Nekesa, 73, one of the
residents, says they have beenusing
a makeshift bridge to crossover to
the neigbouring sub-counties.

“We had difficulties to cross
to other areas, especially during
the rainy season. The bridge was
always washed away,” Ms Nekesa
says, adding that whenever that
happened, it could take months
for the timber-made bridge to be
reinstated.

“We have been going through

- misery because when it is washed
away, our children stay at home
because we cannot risk their lives
to attempt crossing over until it
is worked on by the community
members,” she says.

Ms Suzan Nambozo, another
resident, says they have also been
facing challenges of reaching
Bufumbo Health Centre IV since
Budadiri Health Centre IV in
Sironko District is far away from
their area.

“It has been a struggle to access
healthcare. Wehavealsobeenhaving
challenges of fetching water for
domesticuse fromthe neighbouring
villages,” Ms Nambozo says.

She adds that they are’ happy
government has intervened and
constructed a bridge that cannot be
affected by weather hazards.

Theconstructionofthesuspended
bridge, which was a pilot project,
started in September.

It was launched last Tuesday by
the Works and Transport minister,
Ms Monica Azuba Ntege, at the
site in Kama Village, Bukonde Sub-
county. :

The village chairperson, Mr
Mohammed Masaba, says before the
bridge was constructed, there were
many reported cases of drowning.

“We had suffered a lot but this is
no longer happening. This bridge
is safe and secure compared to the
locally made ones,” he says.

Mr Masaba urges government
to construct more cable bridges
in the mountainous areas to ease

“Most  communities in
mountainous areas face
accessibility challenges. This type
of bridge will help us transport our
goods to markets,” he says.

The Bufumbo Sub-county LC3
chairperson, Mr Yusuf Wakholi, says
most parts in Bugisu Sub-region are
inaccessible, .y, .o

“We believe if such type of
bridges are constructed, we will

Transport. The Minister of Works and Transport, Ms Monica Azuba Ntege [wearing brown blouse] commissions

bridge In Mbale District last week. maTo ay Mupaneia KoLy AnGHA

have safe pedestrian access,” Mr
Wakholi says. -

The Mbale Resident District
Commissioner, Mr James Shilaku,
says government should allocate
more resources to the construction
of cable bridges.

Ms Erica Brandt, the programme
manager of Suspended Cable
Foot Bridge in Uganda, says the
organisation carried out feasibility
studies and discovered that Uganda
had challenges in rural areas, where
communities find more difficulties
to cross to other areas due to the
terrain.

“The situation is complicated
during rainy season when
communities in hilly areas face
challenges of accessing education,
health and transporting.goads to
themarketsafterlinkageshavebeen
washed away or destroyed,” Ms

This area Is more complicated
to an extent that roads
become Impassable during

ralny season and the timber
made bridges are washed
away, cutting off transport.
This has been a challenge
but with the establishment
of a suspended bridge In this
hilly area, residents are now

able to access services. It
has been hard for puplls to
access education,” JAMES -
S, RESIDENT

Brandt says.

‘Ms Azuba says government will
embark on the construction of more
10 suspended. cable foot bridges
across the country at Shs2.5
billion. .

“The government is committed
to continue constructing such

cable foot

Accessibllity.
Residents use the
newly launched
suspended bridge
In Kama Village in
Mbale District.
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structures even after the B2P
programme has ended,” Ms Azuba
says,addingthatconstrucnqnofthe
bridges will also boost tourism.
She adds that availability of
cable bridges will also speed up
government’s strategic  plans of

_attaining middle income status by

2020.

“With , the improved
infrastructure in hard-to-reach
areas, there-will be_an enhanced

- ‘access to markets, health centres,

schools, administration offices
and other social amenities. This,
therefore, will solve some of the

...development bottlenecks,” the
,minister says.

“She says cable bridges are cost
effective and environmentally

bridges, which cost more than
Shs3b to construct.
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Fritkary surstved being ek,
rnab In Marrvwend i Tradie at v,/' s
in Marrruendun Sub-coy ’
Distrlet for allagecly 5tos!
phone The SUspect is sai +,
been attacked by 51l
wielding residents wha f
selling a robile phorne 4l
fromn their colleague. Polica , !
saund the accused, said rae
becarme 5us
the suspect selling a Srnars ¢
Shs50,000. The suspect
police datertion as im/estina,, -~ .
continue. [Abubaker y‘i'”"'h] d
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Four knocked daily - Poll,,,

WAKISO. The police dirers,
for traffic police and roac,

Mr Steven Kasiima, has
pedestrians are ¥nocked op
Road everyday by speeding
and matorcycles. Mhile son,
workshop at the weckend v,
sald the pedestrians ara s, o ™
knocked in hit and run scep,,
the culprits are difficult o J
blamed matorcycles that ¢,
on the pavernents. At la;
pedestrians wer2 ¥noe
weaks according to ace
released in June this year T:.
were killed in May and Jura [-J
Kato]
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Public warmed on aleohy,

KAMPALA. As Christmas ard
New Year's Day celebrations dexi
nearer, a psychiatry nurse a1 5,
hospital has warned the pup.,~ "
excessive alcohol consumpsi,
it could cause mental breatd,, /™3
While receiving donations fropr,
staff of Eureka Hotel last £
Ms Deborah Kibikyo, a prin
nursing officer, said cases of (..
illness usually rise during end 55
year festivities. Ms Kibikyo sz,
usually receive 2510 40 cliansy -/
day but the numbers double .~
the Christmas period. Daily p,,,°
analysis of records at the spe.
psychiatric hospital, shows 3
year spike in the number of pas
admitted between November 5
January. [Joseph Kato] b
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Child dies in house fira

BUGIRI. Police are investigating
circumstances under which 3 chilg
died last week and another yag -
seriously injured in a fire that Qutteq
house in Bugiri District. The 2
was identified as Rose Peace 5
daughter of Kenneth Othieng, »
resident of Isegero Village in Nanke
Sub-county in Bugiri District while
the injured was identified as Prac,
Maliza, who was taken to Nankem,
Health Centre. Busoga East poljcs

: spokesperson James Mubi said the
fire is suspected to have been star:u
by one of the children who lit a 3.
when the mother had gone to the

2

+*shops. MrMubi urged parents 1o te

careful when leaving children 2t b
[Abubaker Kirunda] o
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