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deforestation in northern Uganda

InMay 2023,

President
nnummof ‘the regions most affected decade.several thowsand hectaresofcen-— In Mary 2023, President Yoweri Muses- 210, A year aeno,the Enerry and Mineral — Yoweri ;Jlu-
‘W‘" stress, deforestation,and envi- tral reserve forests have been threatened.— enl issued Executive Onler Mo 3, inwhich  Development (MEMD) ministry hinted  sevoni issund
al demduion resulting from by encroachment, with hotspotsin Lira, | he, among other things, banned com-  ata potential grvernment ban on char- Executive
Ithe |mpnd of the current commercial Guluand Amunidistricts he stated. mercial charcoal trade in the northern eoal use in Ugandan cities, signallinga  Order No. 3,
fmmx\lpmdmim and illerl logzing. “NFA has stepped up efforts (o protect — and northeast (Karamoja, Teso, Langn, — deliberate intent by the grmemmment to — in which he,
Itis established that over 150,000 stu- and restore central forest reserves in - Acholi,and West Nile). sakvage its critical errvironmental and - among other
Acholi and Lango sub-regions, with no- Mr Museveni reasoned that the concly-— fossil fuel dilermmma. things, banned
1nrlt‘\mlelmuus.lnthldlngmt table progress in several central forest — sionsshewed securty forees (UPDFarmey - If the ban came, it would supplement  commercial
‘mlwmnﬂdk_\md fruit trees, reserves, These interventions are part ~ and police) had masterminded thetrade 22023 ban in an executrve order issued — charcoal trade
| including goes, avocado, guava, and of a broader strategy to safeguand Ugan-  that had turned disastrous to the errvi- - by President Museveni that probibited — in the northern
"“m‘,ﬂ and pudllm.wﬂldrlnvrboth da's forests against rising threats of en- — romment. charcoal burning and trade in specific  and northeast
tal and economic value. cmachment,illegal charenal production, — Currently, the country needs an ap- northern and nerthenstern sub-regioms, (Karamoja,
mnﬁmlamn efforts are aimed at and unsustainable land use practices=  proximated 2 million hectares of planta-  inchuding Karamoja, Teso, Langp, Acholi,  Toso, |_1n¢'o
Hesaid. tion forests. and West Nile. y :
‘ nd creating small but meaningfu NFA has, in collaboration with other ~ Whereas the country needs between  Mearrwhile,in Nevernber 2025, Uzanda Cf,,",,"' k‘;:;j
| ities for schools and com- government agencies, enforeed the Pres- 1.8 million and 2 million hectares of  Immched its Uzanda Pear] Carbon Plat- M !ﬂuw;nl
= idential Directive on charcoal, tarpeting ~ plantation forests to strike a balance form, an exchusive online registry and - reasoned that
| Amﬂding(u Mr Francis Topacho, the large-scale illegal commercial produc- ~ with the rapidly depleting natural for-  trading platform for the country's wr-  the conclu-
Absa aank's Communication and Infor- tion that has devastated Shea tree pop- ~ estsand offer acompletealternatrrethat — ereigncarbon credits,on the sidelmes of — sions showed
l ‘mation and Security Officer.said that the ulationsin northern Uganda,headded.  meetsits evergremng timber and vood — COP30in Belem, Brazil. sacurity forces
| mmmvcis part of the bank’s national Dr Kenneth Omona,State Minister for ~ products demand, it onky has 120,000 The new carbon trading platform i (UPDF army
ty! environmental conservation, Northern Uganda, welcomed the initia-  hectares today. expected to help it leverage measures  and pofice) had
Fimate resilience,and sustainable iveli- tive, noting its contribution to national . toenhanceits cimatechange spnse  mastormindod
hood. development priorities. Commercialimpa in pursuit of its 2030 zero-emission tar-
He explained that the bank's strate- “This initiative speaks directly toour  InUganda,the majority continuetouse  gets, which include a md:ml c“;v‘n”;,g. mm‘
to carry out reforestation initiatives national priorities of environmental ~ charcoal and firewood,even though oth- - against fossil (wood) fuel consumption,  sastrous to the
schools aligns with the govern- restoration, climate resilience,and com- ~ er options exist, this is because the alter-  specifically charcoal. "1 S anironments
m]enu mu“;;f;:xﬁ;‘l‘:l:‘t’yn;?;? mschuthy development. By focusingon  natives are expensive 2 1nd the country Lzmdwmwmmmbwm.m atanun-  Currently, the
tal stewardshi| e 00ls,we are not only lectricity e rate; its d ation rat need
community level by engaging leamers, tems but also shaping a generation that 0al, which is a type of biomass, one of the highest at 1.44 pﬂrcm" ;‘n:o“! iﬁ'f"m" i- x
thenext generation. ; understands the importance of protect- s still the main cooking fuel and a ke the highest in sub-Saharan Africa. This  mated 2 mil-
“We are wmmllﬁng to planting 2 mil- ing our natural resources, source ofincome for most Ugandan fam- i said to malke its rrm! tsource of green- tares
Lo eof lion hec!
lion trees across 300 dnols in 12 dis- At_cording to Mr Moses Eguma, Gu-  ilies, with primary charcoal production  house ¢ of o
| tricts in northern Ugan u:e lhmuwIll br;h the Iu High School deputy head teacher,the  areas existing particularly in the West  unlike industries,in mh-r conmtries. forosts.
‘ g:vggld ‘monitored until 2027 m‘: ‘h‘hﬂvl hn; r;cmvnd 2,000 assorted ued—k Nile.Lango and Acholi sub-regjons. Between 2001 and 2024, the country is
| ings, including mangoes, guavas, jac! According to the Energy Policy Review  said to have lost 1.2 million hectares of
‘ suzvivnl;amounublhm and long- other indigenous species. (2023),0ver 55 per cent of households e tree cover, equivalent to 13 per ::; of
(ﬁ-mimpac:.nw'lbpm Daily l:isrfzmallhe«hml will condition Iy on charcoal, while 35 per cent use fire-  the tree cover it had in the year 2000, This
fonitorin aninterview. each stu i <
- e T arior 2 Mrmvm;::'g;n:;!m andll;‘nl:l::wm :mrht‘hﬁmw’: .:]I(rine, abr;m 32 fﬂ lljndlhem;l!l(.l”'/ translates to ,1'0 mil
Students of Gulu High School in Gulu City offfoad part of the 2000 seedlings issued to the school for planting under the new initiative, PHOTOS/TOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY This marks ; through our part- Civing them this ALV di i ity | their S MOUSE OIS Se Charcoatay ;;’:(‘:;‘:Lf”m" dioxide equivalentin
jgger ambition,since n
l nership with the MyTree Initiative, we turns them into change agents whowill  However,the undeniable link between  About 66 per cent of firewood is
fered limited impact. od til early ; provement of the quality of i . plm,dmud B el e it | helptopromote reforesta- andse- ddirectly and
cover had remained intact un! e seedlings across in adbagsof tion,and o i | the existing ;
In the Acholi Sub-| reglon, hlgh energy Last week several schools political and | S ana the deslershave descendedon | ' Population, deforestation in the Dflh(- zmalgnz.ind I are coniL 1] § charcoal boght |t amﬂght against deforestation be- \l.;:z defommuon:gms Uganda anz{‘ Z:;;m{:::::’;ﬁm charcoal
demands, infrastructural develop- ﬂy!};x.jlal lﬁmawn;peg:t l:hxhc-h High these villages and cleared mlxe:;mg i hu(pmmﬁs cg; ;«ﬁgenng 18 pe, dmx;rmlthmsmumm:_cuhmwg%m duv;lvyzthan engaged in deforestation but pay lessat.  cleaner options now raise questions i i
in a for unch of 11 own to Juce | centper: Under the public auction tention to efforts i 4 v Ja: s
~ ments and the constructionindustry . threemiltion: ue?»seedlmg pl mn; e e e  “InOyam district of e total 3405 o | Treesin 300 ehools cros Northern inGuluCity e e e R U Pt DR cart e P ; e
have been cited as the key drivers of . driveaimedat | InKitgumL dAgagn ditricts, | G eontraL frest resries named g e S ey i &
~ A v | matic impacts of severe deforestati ! thelandsca districtsis en- | National Forestry Authority (NFA 4 DI
the rapidly depleting natural forest = | tatthereionnowexperiences. " We are com- :,’;“Mmm"',,;’{,‘,”:..‘;;’ like | 246acres have been severely aff e&;ﬁ?}? AT
cover and environmental degradation “u‘:n“;':ﬂmsm;mmwm  mittingtoplan-  forests,rivers and /il 2k | | deforestation 4 iniiative s expected o deliver broader
X - 2 ! Ugandaand Absa B illi though OUtCTOpS occur Among hed on wer,
in the East Acholi Sub-region. i ldaseeksto e f-tne 2ilion mmﬁa&d;dmplgmm: Jocal forest reserves including Abey . | proved treecover vl enhiance sl con-
| andfruit 12districtsof © 300 schoolsin | Okol and Onyala hills,inchading thosein | acres), Atura (8 acres), Neai (3 acres), o i f;"o;“"“ ) "’"“‘;,’;"m“";‘:h‘:ﬁ“‘
the north, including Gulu Lira, Arua Kit- * 12 districtsin  * *protected areas such as Orom and Ogili ; wal(Sacres), Iceme(16acres), Anyeke,s pR s sustamibxhw Green Club
BY TOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY ! .- gum, Pader, Agago, Apac, Oyam, Doko- | northern Ugan- | mountains,referred to as Central Forest | { ‘acres), Acaba (6acres) and Teboy, champions are meant to be trained in |
St i { Io,Nebbl. Yumbe, and Adjumaniin the . dathroughthe ' Reserves(CFR). (3ans),whelt3,3.lc,|2°,.:c7}-.ll »and 1 acreg each participating school to lead ongo-
nvironmental conservationists | i s | nexttwogears. . Major rivers include Pager (running ; re- S atic don ing tree care and environmental edu-
1 . Inthe Achoﬂmb»mgan.hl@ energy - Everytreewill | from the hilly areas of Mt Moroto and For example, at Acet central forest .. cation,embedding a culture of environ-
haveugdmwdalwwappmachtore ; + demands be geotagged Omm ‘mountain rangers and Aringa |*serve (255 acres) in Acaba sub-coyy,. mental stewardshiplong after the plant-
3  vivetheseverely treecow S !andmonitored - . (runningmainly from the hilly areas of + ty,Ojwii (269 acres) in Aleka sub-coun ingphaseis complete.
- ‘ north 1 omd&sme)wydmusdtherapmyde until 2027 to A@mhﬂ]s),ammgmhusmansuums, ‘where 31 acres have been entmi\thed
ment in ern Uganda following | 3 ensure survival, : - toformthe bigger Aswa CatchmentMan- ! and Opit (1,593 acres) in Abok sul Stateefforts
0 N | mental degradation in the East Acholi '+ accountability, | .agement Areamanaged undet the Min- | tywhereupto100 acTes,among Dlhers To restore dfplﬂed fmw"ﬂ' inthe -
i ¢ andlong-term . : istry of Water and Envi Upper |
i +  Human activities are compelled byin- : impact,”- . . NileWater ¥ ion of datre- |
i cmseddemandﬁndmmalasanwor : p 3 have itical indi and com-
onan { ¥ poorfarming | Mr Francis To- | been degraded over time,for exampl mercial species, including Shea (Vitel-
mental d nd ¥ | practices among others. : pacho, the Absa | - in natural forest mdeﬁnmauan laria paradoxa), Tectona grandis (Teak), |
I d and i In Amuru District, over 1,000 acres of i Bank's Commu- i Mvule (Milicia excelsa), and Warburgia
impacts, 5 e forest reserve land in Keyo,Wii-Ceriand - nication i hi i ugandensis,arare medicinaltree. i
ditional protection:m restorz | Labala forest reserves have beenlost | " . m:m:lmgmhmrwr!hemugmmhas These nurseries are expected tosupply |
. withabout t 60 per cent of tree cover de- and mnmnedvtﬂnmble to climate shocks seedlings for forest restoration,commu- |
" pleted. y due phnyy Tt vl ltivat- - -dueto degrada. nity planting,and enrichment of %
n : culture and commerdial charcoal burn- i mgmdedwnmbanbmdpmmz- | tioninthe past decade. ed forest reserves, according to Mr Aldon |
IN CHARGE e s i
< e mandlosngms:mhhm : i uring the dry season |- “Today, every effort must count, ang publicrelationsmanager
2 - i _Today, commercial charcoal dealers . tocultivate rice and vegetables. As are- | oneof the approaches is to depl learn- i
Bielmtahve,speadnadedbyMyT ree Initiative i have destroyed all the tree cover in the sult,most parts of these major rivers are | uswhowmchampmnmeplazlyungm Inarecent interyiew Mo Walukamba, |,
Ugandaand Absa Bank. Ugands,seeks toestablish - vlages of o Ake uro Apaa,wich now Kitgum districtsDe- |. their itiesaferleaming fom | ke ot et et |
fruit r 12 Camp, Goro B, Kala- Plan 20212025 " school because trees are being cut dov ronis |
Gistricts of tha norti inghudiig Gote Lree Ao 1o cuLAnn.ZAka,andszdmx,amxgmh R States | for various reasons, but the Sponse. ;““ff,ﬁ.wmme‘g"lﬁy e inine
nguml F‘dﬂwwﬂgﬁ mmc:yunm”mlwm mtgennnu % - ‘Whereas natural resources and climate | to efforts to have these trees replacedis ' i
o jumani Acholi, Lango, R:xrrd villages of Acholiber, Gaji, Oyan- changmznag:m:nlan aitical to the | | poorhesaid. : been targeted for. fmrmmg,senlement i
gaand Rwot-Oromo,a. H losses, to conser Whereas 7 andcharcoal
Zoka Central Forest Reserve, where tree dnumedmm]dmandlm- Northern Uganda holds immense poten- | mUwAchuhsubreglomavermehst
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https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

