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The original NRA bush war ﬁghl( )

In1981, Yowen Museve-
nilaunched the first mil-
itary onslaught against
the second Milton Obo-
te regime at Kabamba
Military Barracks. The
protracted warwas to
last until January 26,
1986, when the guerilla
outfit, the National Re-
sistance Army, overran
Kampala, and overthrew
the military junta led by
Gen Tito Okello Lutwa.
In this piece, we offer a
sneak peek into the fate
of some of the key bush
war fighters, both de-
ceased and alive.
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A former teacher of Fine Art, Tum-
wine was armong the original 27 armed
men who attacked Kabamba. He m

tional Enterprise Corporation (NEC),

the business arm of the UFDE e was

also one of lhe original men who at-
76,1981,

resented the army in P
headed the medal awards commit-
tee, He first joined Museveni in 1978 to
against kdi Amin_In 1981, he fired
4.;1. Tullet at Iht attack on Kabam-
n 1984, he succeeded Sam Magara
25 army commander until 1987 when
he handed over to Salim Saleh. He suf-
fered grave injuries in the war, leading
toJoss of an eye. 1

Bﬂg(rul] Julius Chihandao
is reputed tobe one of

me flercest fighters of the NRA strugzle.
He is deployed in the Ministry of For-
cign Affairs as the im.bamdoroﬂmn-

Lt. Joy Miremba (Deceased)

The woman cornbatant among
the 100, the died n child birth during
the wear, Commander Mirernbe togeth-
«er with Oliver Zizinga, Gertrude Nju-
ba and Brig Proscovia Nabweyiso were
some of the few and very first women
tojoin the bush war.

Gen David Sojusa Timyefuza (Re-
‘He was declared a deserter after flee-

ing the country to self-imposed exile.
‘His troubles started after he authored
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He joined Mmeumnn I.h: late 19708
and participated in the final push to
uvrnhm Ad: Am:n after which he

the director gener
al Internal Security Organisation to in-
vestigate claims of assassination plots
against some mdmdual: he alleged

dintothe
alubmhon Arrmry He was Later sent to
cadet training in Munduli, Tanzania.
He was one of the 27 armed attack-
s of Kabarnba barracks on the diry the
war was launched with a specific mis-
siop to destroy the barracks’ commu-
r*onsymﬂtwasa]m the first
[ to be injured in the war. He was
comumander of the 5th Battalion.

Maj Gen Pecos Kutesa (De-
ceased)

He was the head of doctrine in the
Uganda People’s Defence Forces by the
time he died. Kutesa wasone of a few of-
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After capturing power, he d.\samed
with Museveni over the Latter’s refusal
o restore the Obugabe of Ankole when
m:r areas had their kings restored

recognised.
He sued the army, seeking to be al-
d toretirein a fa in 1995.

ton war

inthe book, Justi 1'979'

1986

The others are Yoweri Museveni, Eri-
va Kategaya, Matayo Kyaligonza and
thel Nruba. Kutesa al ined

cially in the north after the fall of Karrr
He was the unfortunate one, said
der Elly Tummwine.

in Munduli with Elly Tumwine, Muga-
biand ibika, among

athers.

Futesa was one of the first body-
puands of President Museveni crossing
with him several times on the treach-
erous Lake Victonia to Kenya, He was
later commander of the 15t Battalion.
In How I saw It, Kutesa noted the dif-

ference in experiences of combatants

He was Uganda’s ambmdur to Bu-

rundi. He al.

_mmmm a book, Agony of Fower, Dur-

ing
ed the urban fighter unit that operat-
ed within and around Kampala with
abasein Namugengo. One of the most
muh]ea.peﬁenm oﬂ'usbm.h war

in the bush and their

the political wing He noted how Prime
Minister Amama Mbabazi asked him
0 first wash his car when he asked for
money to buy dgarettes during a visit
to Mairobi with Auseveni.

Col(rtd) Fred Mwesigye
He is currently serving as the High
Commissioner of Uganda to Tanzania,
Mr Mwesigye is a former MP for Nya-
bushozi and previowsty headed the Na-
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roadblock of government soldiers and
mealmg memrgu he was cartying

not knowing he was a rebel.

Maj Emmy Ekyaruhanga (De

He joined the struggle early togethe
with Matayo Eyaligonza and Johnsa
Ndahura
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