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Give health sector more funds - US envoy |

BY SCOVIA ATUHAIRE
& LONGINO MUNHINDO
editorial@ug.nationmedla.com

SLISE?DII\?EJGYO* The US ambas-
Callec{ S Deborah Malac, has
SR upon the government to

Ocate more funds to the health

sSector.
_Sbeaking during the commis-

S10nix : ibue 3
val 111% Of Bundibugyo Hospi-

laboratory in Bundi
District on Monday, Msl?\}llaglyag
?Iiﬁ;keealt%d 1i‘0 the government to
e he its firs
e alth sector its first

“Undgrfunding In the health
Sector is still a challenge in
Uga’mc.ia and this impacts the peo-
ple’s 11ve:s because more diseases
a\re coming up,” she said.

Ms Malac said the government
of Uganda should not just focus
on the prevention of HIV/Aids
and malaria but the whole health
sector at large.

The US ambassador added that

- government should focus on set:
ting up.a standard-laboratory at .
least’'in every district which is -
well equipped, saying laborato- . v

ries are essential for delivery of

quality health services.

“This laboratory we have comr
missioned has been equipped ac-
cording to the national standards
and, therefore, it can handle all
infections,” Ms Malac said.

She added that the laboratory
was set up to handle viral load
testing and TB testing, among
others.

The Minister of State for Health
in-charge of General Duties, Ms
Sarah Opendi, said the ministry
is pushing for the Uganda na-
tional health laboratories Bill to
be passed to ensure effectiveness
of laboratories.

“We have about 3,400 labora-
tories but there is no legal body
supervising them. So the min-
istry thought that in order for

THE LABORATORY

., ¢ terventionin'HIV prevention, the

those laboratories to work effec- |
tively, they need a legal body to | \
supervise them,” she said.

mé
She added that the laboratory | sa
will help the hospital in manag- | ca
ing Ebola cases. $eicd
Being at the Uganda-DRCongo | s¢
border, Bundibugyo District has \ al

faced a challenge of Ebola out- | V
breaks in the past and there was | @
no well-equipped laboratory to \ t
manage the cases. \
The executive director of Bay- |
lor Uganda, Dx Addy Kekitiinwa,
said the laboratory will serve the
28 laboratories in the district and
the neighbouring areas.
“This laboratory will support
the bio security because it’s a few
kilometres to the Congo border”
she added.
The Bundibugyo District chair-
man, Mr Ronald Mutegeki, com-
mended Baylor Uganda for its
support to the health sector in
Bundibugyo. : , '

“Through Baylor Uganda’s in-

prevalencehasreduced to 3.1 per
cenb comparedite Rwenzorisub-
region'which is at 59 per cent” |
shelsalde o : vk |



