
Lels embrace 
electric mobility 

M May3,2026, 3t the a. tional Science Week, held under the there Science,Technology 
and Innovation  Works. n 

3500 illon g emment launched the p-pus Xpressservice to modernise Publictransport . Developed by state-owmed KiiraMotors Corporation, the fully electric buses witha 300Kilometre range form part of astrategy todeploy 1,500 electric buses across 14 urban 
centres to reduce emissions. and dependence on fuel. 
Private companiesare alsoin- 

vestingin green mobility. 
Theintroduction of elec 

triccommuter services repre- 
sentsaturning pointin Ugan- 
da's transport history. Public 

transportation in Uganda has 
evolyed over decades from the 
UgandaTransport Company's 
i ity buses in the 1940, 

totxi services in the 19505, 
and later the emergence of bo- 
dabodas inthe 19605, Follow- 
ingthecollapseof tate trans- 
portcompanies in the 19905, 
private! upmmbecmnu.ha 

backboneofinter-town mo- 
bility. 

The future of 
mobility i in- 
creasingly 
electric and 

Cganda can- 
not be left 

‘This transport model is sim- 
illrto those across East Afti- 

‘bodas,although Dar es Salaam 
introduced Bus Rapid Tran- 
sitin2016 to formalise urban 

thatstandardised public tran- 
sitand integrated motorcycle 
taxisintoregulated transport 
systems, 
‘Uganda's ecological impe- 

tus forelectricmobilityisun- 
deniable.Kampala alonere- 

e .ewmwmww‘ 

The Editor welcomes 500-word comments on topical issues. Preferel 

Tiesheavily on approximately 
400,000 passenger service vans 
that transport workers, traders, 

students,and commuters dai- 
I However, these minibuses 
contributesignificantly tour- 
ban pollution.A2025 study by 
‘The Real Urban Emissionsre- 
vealed that taxis account for 
60 percent of Kampalas nitro- 
gen dioxide pollution, with die- 
sel minibuses contributing the 
Jargest share. 
Despite environmental con 

cerns,public ransport re- 
mains centraltolivelihoods in 
Uganda. Our plugtransition 
must therefore consider the 
economic realitis of theciti- 
zenryparticularlythe players 
intheinformal economy. 
In western Kenya, banana 

and avocado farmersin Kisi 
improved accesstomarkets 
byadoptingelectricricy- 
clesthrough the Kisii Smart 
Community initiative. By con- 
trast,farmersin Arumeru and 
Njombein Tanzania contin- 
uetoface transport difficulties 
that undermine their agricul 
tural profitability. 
Rwandastrategically adopt- 

ed greentransport solutions 
tosupport agricultureand 
trade.Electric tractors are help- 
ing farmers increase produc- 
tvity through mechanisation, 
while electric trucks transport 
thousands of tonnes of pro- 
ducetoKigalisince 2021 Sir- 
ilarlyGhanas Wahu Mobili- 
tyis deploying electric bicy- 
clesdesigned for African er- 
rainthroughaleasing model 
aimed atempowering youth 
and women insmalk-scale 
‘businesses and the gigecon- 
omy. 
‘These developments spark 
pivotal questions How can ve- 
hicleelectrification be strate- 
gicallyimplemented to facil- 
Htateagriculture tradeentre- 
preneurship withina predom- 
inantly informal economy? 
“This s the question that must 
engagepolicymakersandin- 
dustry experts. 
‘AsUganda pushes toward cli- 
‘mate action targets under Sus- 
tainable Development Goal 13, 
decarbonisation s non-nego- 
tiable. The future of mobility s 
increasingly electric and Ugan- 
dacannot beleft behind. With 
‘Uganda's youthful population, 
sprawling suburbs,emerging 
enterprises and regional trade 
‘opportunities transport elec- 
trificationsits at the centreof 
‘national and regional econom- 
icmomentum. 
Ugandamust therefore en- 

brace electric mobility not on- 
Iy asanenvironmental imper- 
ative butalsoasasilent engine 
of structural change. It is this 
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