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assion fruit is easy to rrow and
a farmer is able to reap within
eight-12 months. The most
o Lypes grnwn.hy farmers
con |’ »the purple Grandillapopularly
fneluc Lf(,,- its scent locally known as
knn\\g[“ Masaka and Kenyan passion
sesCs L
frult ‘m]';':rr:\'l’" is the highly resistant
'mlwhil:h is a cross between the
urple and the _\'L'.llow passion
hich farmers in Nor.lhern
grow for its aromatic but
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"~ Makerere  University
from jrural Research Institute
Fnc“yoln (MUARIK), explaining
"","-\c(iccs farmers should adopt
LD owing passion fruits, notes
when g) pagationis done using seeds,
that P! and grafted prop gules,
dO""}ﬁrmcr who observes best
A ice is capable of harvesting
prac‘(') kg of passion fruits in a
11,00 1 because one plant is capable
ceaso ducing 20 kg of the fruit.
of Pr‘:ﬁng to Ahangaana, farmers
ccor! octed to sell one kg of passion
am_@jz Shs2, 000 meaning a farmer
fruit Jable of reaping Shs22m in one
S amper s,
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seed extraction, Aha_ngaana
healthy mature fruits are
say%: ‘ed from the parent plant and
“ﬁs are scooped from the ripe
set Extracted seeds are put in
ter. for about three days to ease
wat® aration of seed and pulp. The
ey then dried under shade and
2 stored in a cool_dry and dark

= to avoid loss of viability.
place areeitherplantedinprepared
4 bed or into 6cm wide bags filled
% sterilised soil. “Sterilization can
;asily achieved lqy using steam
bed this is mainly aimed at killing
agrasitic 58

disease pathogens,” he says.
ing your land

Land preparation is done. by
hing the farm and farmers are
:{-ﬁsed to use herbicides to eliminate
weeds. There 0 cm
is dug and the soil which
Pyril?g:lled ﬁ‘gﬁ_fl the hole should be
ls'ixed with manure and poured back
!2 the hole. Spacing should be 3cm
Ly 3cm apart and one acre of land

plants.

When planting, a small hole is -

ened and one has.to apply five
g&mmes of Diammonium phosphate

nematodes and soil-borne

Thereafter, a hole of 30cm -

accommodates between 550 to 600

| Seeds of COLD  HUSBANDRY

(DAP) fertilizer in the small hole
anel caver it slightly then plant the
seedling,

Transplant the seedlings at the
onsctof the rainty season and it shonld
be in the morning or 1ate evening to
reduce chances of their failure due
to heat stress, Farmers are advised
to plant passion fruits on land which
receives sufficient sunlight.

yonr gartlen

After one month, the farmer shonld
begin applying nitrogen, phosphorus
and potassium (NPK) fertiliser in a
ring dug round the plant. This should
be done after every two months up
to the flowering stage. When the
plants begin flowering, farmers are
expectedtoapply fertiliser containing

FESTS AND DISHASHS

Johin Bosco Muhumuza,
dresearch officérand trop
entormologist &t Mbarara Zonal
Adricultlral Research and

evelopment ittt reveals the
olIOWINg as common diseases
and pests that may.affect ones
passionfilits; PASSIoN fruft Virus
d.lsease(Woodiness Virus; mottle
virusand erinkle Virus); Brown
SpotAlternaria spoty Anthracnos
Grease spot) Collar/black/eq:

ftective management of these
diSeases involyes prevention of
"niectioniminimising the sources
otiihfectionand breaking the
disease cycla:

Managemant of passion fruit
Virus diseases involvas uselof
disease frea planting'materfals,
Here; plants folind tobeinfected
are destioyed o avoid flrther
SPread of theirus by vegetative
PIopagation onbyaphid
infections’ disinfecting'tools when
Prining; and avoid Using plant
matefial from {fifected Vines for
gfafting;

MeMihumuza explains that

Mmanagement.of diseases can

be achieved bylessential contro|*

strategiesincluding canopy.

management; orchard hyaiene;
& and effectiVe fingicide spray; -

Programme.

“THe pests inclide Aphids which

i suckthejuice from the fruit

~thnpS Which's(icks sapfiomthe

- flowerscausingthem tofall o

& mealbugs Whichiattacks tha Tt
stockileading toformation ot |
moldsThe infected friitbecomes: |
distorted Withhard cover and :
Woodyvinesand the feaves are :

+vellow maling the plant stunted?

= Ahangaanatips that one should:.
apply codper hased fiingicide
and insecticide’on timely basis fo

+ controlthe diseases and sofl used
{c germinate Seedlings should ber
Sterilized to eliminate oit borne
diseases,

By Zadock Amanyise

Jullus Ahangaana, explaina the different practices farmers should adopt at tha demonstration farm
In MAURIK Kabanyoro, PHOTO BY LOMINDA AFEDRARU

only potassium which helps in flower
formation.

Farm ces

There are two common farm
practices adopted by farmers, namely
the elaborate trellising system where
the wires and plastic ropes run
across the poles and the sideway
trellising system where the ropes
run horizontally and the plants are
spread sideways. )

According to Ahangaana, sideway
trellising is recommended because it
allows theplants tospread well, giving
room to enough sunlight whereas the
elaborate trellising system leads to
too muchaccumulation of shed which
isnot good for the plants growth.
; Aseasonedjoumalist,JohnBaxgnst
Wasswa, who has since retired into
passion fruit farming in his Bongole
farm, Buwama, says it is important

Top, a farmer prunes her garden. Above, tending one'’s garden regularly ensures the prodi
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Grafting for resistance

It is advisable for farmears ta plant qrafte

seedlings whera the yellow pr

stalk i grafted to the purple stalk. This

I5 beca
to pests and sof
grafted stalk should
tha soil to avold d
Seeds of yellow pa fruit type(mot
stock) aragrown tillthey are atleast SOcm
high and three- four mm thick(pencil
size). Healthy seedlings with dar green
leaves are selacted for grafting. Scions
from healthy high yielding due to type
vines of purple passion fruit are collacted
praferably when plants have flowered,
Ahangaana and team are currently
grafting these seedlings at Maurik in
Kabanyoro and are encouraqging farmers to
come access the same at the institute

the yellow vanety i3 tolerant

4

seases. The
one foot high from

n infaction

to spray the plant with chemicals to
avoid pest infestation,

The challenge is that passion fruits
require a lot of time dedicated to
supervision, through the various
stages right from the nursery to
harvest.

Harvesting p

During harvest, farmers are advised to pick
fruits which are ripe and the ones that fall
down should be picked immediately and
kept in aerated baskets to avoid rotting.
Intercropping. If a farmer opts to carry out
intercropping, it can be done with plants
like green paper, onion, carrots and other
short term growing vegetables.
Additional reporting by Zadock
Amanyise
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