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Brazil’s low yields
push up coffee price
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since production is increasing, Dorothy
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up global. coffee prices,
allowing producer countries like
Uganda to enjoy the harvest.
According to the International
Coffee Organisation (ICO) report
for the month ending July, global
price climbed to 131.52 cents of a
dollar.
This is an increase of 6.66 cents
of adollar from July 3, the highest
Jevel since the end of April 2017.
«Coffee exports have stabilised
in the last two months but cumula-
tive exports remain well above the
levels reached in the previous year
and leave consumer stocks well
supplied,” the ICO report read.
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According to the report, market
developments in July seem to have
been caused by a combination of
specific agronomic and wider eco-
nomic factors potentially affecting
coffee supply from Brazil.

Reports have emerged that
farmers in Brazil’s Arabica grow-
ing regions, currently harvesting
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the 2017/18 crop, are faced with
unexpectedly low yields.
«Beans are smaller than usual
due to unfavourable weather con-
ditions earlier in the season,” the
report noted.
This has been exacerbated by
considerable damage resulting
from a berry borer infestation:
The ban on use of the highly con-
troversial but effective endosulfan
insecticide used by farmers in the
past, has led to significant spread
of this pest.
“Up to 30 per cent of the crop is
estimated to have been affected in
major growing areas, with a nega-
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