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Siwa stressed that the land in que. 
Some members have b f t t u“:L':E;Z‘u,..m,,r S _mepeeee . Sebei armers protest = 
the union 14 days within Mr stmfls:hgrrm 

i asta Groers” mreamesen Kapyoyon land deal S| 
BYDERICKWENANI 

ebei Elgon Cooperative Union 
‘members have disagreed over a 
plan tolease part of ts Jand toan 
investor for 20 years. The Union 

owns 1,766 acres, of whi 
tobeleased toaninvestor 
Some Union members said at Jeast 

500 familiescould be affected if the 500 
acres are handed over to the investor. 
Currently,the land s leased annuallyto 
Tocal farmers at  fee of Shs300,000 per 
acre. 
On February 14, farmers represent- 

ed by delegates 1o the union, were 
called for a meeting at Kapyoyon farm 
in Suam Sub-county in Bulwo District 
over the matter. During the meeting, 
farmers were informed that the inves- 
tor,who was also present, had already 
entered into a memorandum of under- 
standingwith the Union. 
‘They were also told that meeting was 
called sothat they witness the official 
handoveroftheland o tracom L1d. 
Mr Jean Luc Bigirimana, the coun- 

‘ay director of tracom Ltd, told farm- 
ers that Shss2 billion would beiinjected 
insetting up a fertliser factory and an 
Irish potsto demonstration farm. 
“The investment is not only intend- 

ed 10 benelit the investor or those close: 
1o me but it s set 1o improve the way 
‘we grow Irish potatoes and also intro- 
duce ertiliser use to the farmers; Mr 

500 acres are 

Bigirimana said. 
Headded:“This will b a source of for- 

egnexchange employment, boost tour- 
ism in Bukwo, increase the tax base of 

ingan annual general meeting, where 
‘such crucial matters are discussed. 
As aresult, Union members left the 

‘meeting prematurely, amid demands 
foraspecial general meeting. 
On March 10, he delegates who had 
agreedtomeet atthe Union's headquar- 
ters in Kapchorwa Murtcipality were 
blocked by security personnel. 
Seadheld he mectingoviside the Kap- 
chorwa resident district commissioner 
(RDC)soffice. They were delegates from 
over 72 societies that subscribe (0 the 
Union. 

Adelegate expresses his concerns about Sebei Elgon Cooperative Union 
leaders leasing part of the union's land to an investor during a meating in Kap- 
chorwa District last Tuesday. PHOTO/DERICK WENANI 

MrNelson Kusuro, the ac- 
tingchairman of the union said 
leaders would address the 
members'concerns as soon as 
possible. 
“We have takenin the request 
by delogates for a general mee- 
ting, wears working on that.and 
finalisingon beating their Ulti- 
‘matumand from now, within 2- 
3days,we would have fnished all 
the arrangements iikeinforming 
the commissioner for coopera- 

are not mandated to brief the 
delogatos of the business tran- 
sactions. 

“Wocandoit but thelaw doesn't 

teal. 
“Theinvestor has not even don: 
munity mobilisation and when 
learnt tht the investor has 20t 7c 

tors but they could not listen to us, 
said. 
‘Mir Soyelewo Shirini Manzut, 
Been a delegate for Sipi Grovers 

Saying they are being intimidated - 
handoverland by force. 

iny Primary Cooperative S 
they have given the chairperson 
Union an ultimatum of 14 da 
foran AGM. 
“Failure to so,we will be forc 
for a special general mesting 
the law allows us,as cooperators, iy 
notification o theleadership. e 
Inthe March 10meeting, the delez . 

also formed a nine-member ad-h: 
committee with threz members 77o: 
each district of Sebei to oversez th 
s of the Union until e special + 
eral meeting was held. 
However, the Union's acting 

Mr Burhan Siwa, the chairperson and 

actingillegally 
“Some ofus would have welcomed the 
investor if the board members had fol- 
lowedthe right procedure. The problem 
isthatwhen theyidentified the nvestor, 
they tookit upon themselves and even 
went ahead o sign an MOU without 
consulting the owners,"he said. 
MrSivwasaid in the previous AGM they 

‘had allowed the board to transact busi- 
ness notexceeding Shs3o0million. 
. but now they have entered an MOU 
with an investor whos telling us that 
they are going to invest up to Shss2 bil- 
lon hesaid. 

leave so that you cannot say 1 wa 
ofthis” 
But he promised delegates that | 

general meeting would be held, &, 
ing which details on the trans 

s Evelyn Chemutai, the Bukwo i 
trict Woman Member of Partiament .. 
soattended the March 10 meetine .1 
faulted the Union leadership for siceir 
ingthe delegates. 
She also condemned security persor- 

nel for stopping the meefing at the - 
ion headquarters, pushing members o 
‘holdameetingunder the tree. 
ColJuma Seiko,alsoadelegate and 

‘mer chairperson of the Union, hors 
extold delegates onMarch 10 that the - 
teoftheland in question isat the Uzar- 
daLand Commission pending payment 
forthe transfertoa freehold title. 
“From 2016, the Union leaders have 

been collecting the money and never 
took the money to Uganda Land Cor 
mission o et the e, now 10 e 
downtheroadhe: 
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