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Girls wait on
Musevenito
deliver sanitary

pads as promised

BY ISAAC MUFUMBA
Imufumba@ug nationmedia com

THE PROMISE:

On the afternoon of November 12,
2015, President Museveni while cam-
paigning in the Lango sub-region
ahead of the 2016 General Election,
announced that government was to
provide girls with sanitary towels if at
all he was re-clected.

“I want all our daughters to attend
school and remain there until they
complete their studies. One of the rea-
sons that force our daughters out of
school is that when their periods start,
they do not have sanitary pads. When
theyarein class, they soil their dresses.
So they run away from school” he said
at a campaign rally at Alira Primary
School in Akura Sub-county, Alebtong
District.

During the same rally, Mr Museveni
promised that government would also
provide a whole new range of scholas-
tic materials.

“In the schools, we are going to pro-
vide more scholastic materials such as
textbooks and mathematical sets. We
are also proposing to provide exercise
books so that parents just buy school
uniforms and packed lunch,” he said.

According to the President, who was
the candidate for the ruling National
Resistance Movement (NRM) party,
the distribution of the free pads to the
girls was meant to take effect in the fi-
nancial year 2017/2018.

Mr Museveni’s promise came against
a backdrop of several reports that
painted a grim future for girl child edu-
cation in Uganda, largely on account
of issues evolving around the manage-
ment of menstrual hygiene, especially
among girls experiencing menstrua-
tion for their very first or first few
times.

The Forum for African Women Edu-
cationists had in 1999 issued the find-
ings of a study that revealed that one
in every three girl children in Uganda
misses entire school days on end, once
their menstrual periods start.

The causes for this decision were al-
ways associated with failure by their
respective families to provide them
with sanitary towels. This would in

turn mean no protection from possibly
soiling themselves, leading to embar-
rassment and getting teased by their
male counterparts whenever the men-

struation periods started.

Areport issued by the United Nations
Education, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganisation (Unesco) in the last half of
2011 had shown that Uganda has the
highest drop-out rate for females in the
East Africanregion, withup to half the
number of students never completing
their primary school education.

Other reasons for this scenario were
listed as, among others, pregnancies,
early marriages, a fizzling out of inter-
eston the part of the girls, hidden costs
at school, and family responsibilities.

Another report, “Out of School Chil-
dren Study in Uganda,” authored by
Ms Christine Mbabazi Mpyangu, Eric
Awich Ochen, Eria Olowo Onyango
and Yovani Moses Lubaale with fund-
ing from the government of Uganda,

. Stromme Foundation, the United Na-

tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Er-
iks Development Partner and the UN
agency for refugees (UNHCR) and pub-
lished in March 2014, painted an even
gloomier picture.

. It notes that where as Uganda was
one of the first African countries to
have introduced universal education
at primary level, and gone ahead to
recruit many teachers and construct
structures under programmes such as
the School’s Facilitation Grant (SFG),
Ugandasstill has one of the highest per-
centages of primary school dropouts in
the world.

According to their findings, the most
prominent cause of dropouts were fi-
nancial constraints, with 81 per cent of
the respondents citing lack of money as
the reason their children had dropped
out of school.

Besides the reasons advanced by the
earlier report issued by Unesco, the
four scholars cited early marriages,
failure by the families to provide girl
children with sanitary pads, the chil-
dren’s involvement in domestic work,
long distances between the children’s
homes and schools, obligations to
family businesses and overcrowding,
as some of the causes of the high rate
of dropouts.

Besides, another pilot study, “Men-
struation and the Cycle of Poverty: A
Cluster Quasi-Randomised Control
Trial of Sanitary Pad and Puberty Edu-
cation Provision in Uganda”, which was
conducted by both the University of Ox-
ford and Plan International.in Kamuli
District in the period between January

Relief. KYEEYA Girls
excited by receipt of
sanitary pads from One
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2012 and December 2014, had indicated
that addressing the issue of menstrual
hygiene would influence attendance and
retention of the girl child in school.

Researchers who were involved in the
Kamuli study distributed reusable sani-
tary pads and provided puberty educa-
tion classes to menstruating girls in eight
schools.

A comparison that was carried out be-
tween girls from the eight schools that
formed the study group and the rest who
did not benefit from the study, revealed
that many more of the girls who bene-

. -fited from the pilot study had stayed on .

inschool;while many more of those from

schools that had not partigipqted had
dropped out. The study, which involveq
1,124 girls, revealed that where as there
had been an across the board decline in
school dropouts, given the findings from
the Kamuli study, Mr Museveni’s prom-
ise was deemed as a major step towards
dealing away with one of the factors be-
hind the high percentage of girls drop-
ping out of school.

However, more than 23 months since
the promise was made, and close to one-
and-a-half financial years since it was
meant to have started, the promised dis-
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gail. with affected girls losing up to 13
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Time. The number of months
since President Museveni
promised,to give sanitary pads to
irls. This was in 2 bid to address
| the fact that some girls miss
school or drop out altogether
pecause of the discomfort
that comes with going through
menstruation without access to
pads.

ll ' MONITOR'S POSITION

ublic anger and frustration over Mr
Museveni's government's failure to
keep its promise to provide sanitary padsis

understandable. The public has z right to demand
that Mr Museveni makes goed on his word and
Mr Museveni, as the fountain of honour. should
do all in his power to ensure that this promise is

realised 2t the soonest.

- The ideal would be for it to be providad for in the

financia! year 2018/2018.
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leaders to train girls on home made sanitary pads at Kamull Youth Center.

Group donations. KYEEYA Pupils of Kyeeya primary School receive sanitary pads from One Girl Bulogo

Women's Group.

. However, it is important that one of or the
i entire legion of Mr Museveni's advisors and

representatives in the districts rise tc the occasion
and advise the President to desist from taking
populist positions, which have resulted into him
making promises that he should not be making.
Mr Museveni shiould be advised ta focus on
addressing issues like poverty alleviation and
improvement of household incomes. Most families

e

are not able to provide their menstruating girls with
approprizte sanitary ware because they have no
incomes worth writing heme 2bout.

Praviding the girls with the pads is a great idea if it
ever happens, but it would amount to providing a
man with the fish. Addressing the issue of poverty
in the communities would be arming it with the
tools to do the fishing. That is the direction that
the country needs to take.

OFFICIALEXPLANATION

On February 14, 2 faw months to when
the provision of the sanitary pads to the
girls was meant to begin, the Minister for
Education and Sports, Ms Janet Museveni,
while appearing before the Parliamentary
Committee on Education and Sports,
announced that realisation of the said
promise would not be happening 2s soon as
had been expectad.

“lwant you all to understand that we have not
got the funding for this in cur budget yet,” Mrs
Museveni told members cf the committee.

Her Ministry had been allocated Shs2.8trillion
for the financial year 2017/2018, which would
not allow for the provision of the pads.

Will the promise ever be fulfillad? If Mrs
Museveni’s word is anything to go by, chances
are it will not be happening soon, as thereis no
certainty whether funds to oil the venture will
be made available to her Ministry sooner than
later.

“We [government] were hoping that if we can

get the funds, we could do part of it,” she said
then.
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