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By Arthur Katabalwa

Is your child in a boarding facility? If
so, then they must have given him or
her a medical form, which must be
filled and signed by a medical doctor
after a thorough medical check up.

“If vou did not receive this medical
form at the end of the vear from your
boarding school. this is a mistake.
You should talk to your school about
its importance and ask them to offer
you one,” Dr John Muyingo, the state
minister for higher education says.

“This form helps parents and the
school gets aware of the medical status
of the students to avoid eventualities
which could have been avoided, by
being aware.”

He, however, says even students
in day schools, deserve to get these
medical checks wherever possible.

“Having medical checks is important
for everyone, and in this case to your
child,” Alice Ajuna, a Clinical Officer
in Kyenjojo, says.

Teachers too believe all students
deserve to undergo medical tests, for
their own safety.

Edwin Kibuuka, a teacher at St
Savio Junior School on Entebbe Road
says: “Medical checks should be a
must for every student in a boarding
school.”

However, the practice in most
families is that parents just take the
forms to get stamped at the nearby
clinics.

Dr Joel Serubanja, a general
practitioner in Kampala, says this is a
terrible move.

“As a parent, you must take your
child’s health seriously. Do not forge
medical reports,” he says.
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Why care?

They also check for reproductive
health issues because growing up
comes with complexities, especially
for the girl-child.

A medical check-up should be done
at least once a year.

The reason the school is strict on
a medical check-up is because some
students fall sick only a week after
returning to school, while others

ask to go back home to <.
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