Nal_l_&ial Ne

W

DAILY MONITOR | MONDAY, MAY 1 ,

-

www.monitor.c, i
),
]

From being an ardent member of the Opposition
FDC party, where she was the deputy treasurer, to
joining the ruling NRM party, Ms Among has had a
meteoric rise within a space of 10 years.

The rise,
stumbles and
fall of Anita
Among

BY FRANKLIN DRAKU

he curtains are fast falling on the

career of outgoing Speaker Ani-

ta Annet Among after she was re-

portedly advised to stay off the
race to extend her term to supenintend
the 12th Padiament.

The quick sequence of events fell in
after a tense two-hour meeting at the
State House, Entebbe on Thursday last
week, which compromised her politi-
cal fortunes when she was also barred
from phoning the new MPs, and or-
dered not to leave her Kampala-based
Nakasero residence.

—Ms Among's residence was subse-
quently raided on Saturday night by
combined police and army personnel
to investigate allegations of corruption,
illicit enrichment, and money launder-
ing. But what quickly went so wrong for
the flamboyant Speaker of the 11th Par-
liament, who seemed to have it all, in-
cluding the solid backing of the Presi-
dent,and his NRM party paliamentary
Caucus, and was tentatively endorsed
for re-election?

From being an ardent member of
the Opposition Forum for Democratic
Chargle (FDC) party where she was the
deputy treatarer, to joining the ruling
National Resistance Movement (NRM)
party, Ms Among has had a meteoric
rise within a space of 10 years.

Ms Among twice ran in 2006 and 2011
for the Bukedea District Woman MP
seat on the FDC party ticket and lost in
both elections. She changed party loy-
alty in 2016 and ran as an independent
candidate, and emerged victorious.

But within FDC, sources said Ms
Among had been President Museveni's
male in the Opposition, and with that

cme the bottomless cash basket at her
dispasal. i

_ When she joined Parliament as an
independent candidate, FDC still ap-
pointed her as the deputy chairperson
for the Committee on Commissions,

Statutory Authorities and State Enter- |
Pprises (Cosase). But the party would lat- |

er backtrack when it became appar-
ent that she was in bed with the ruling
NRM party, which she eventuallyjoined
in 2020 ahead of the party primaries for
the 2021 polls.

As soon as she joined the NRM party,
Ms Among went unopposed in the par-
ty primanies and general election, join-
ing Parliament for a second term.

She was among the several NRM can-

y 't in nntest-

Speaker Jacob Oulanyah presented her
with another opportunity to rise to the
helm of power, propelling her to be the
thind in hierarchy in the country, after
the President and the Vice President.

Oulanyah had served for only nine
months and 24 days when he died in
a US hospital after a long illness. His
death created a power vacuum at the
Pardiament of Uganda that had to be
filled.

Goodfortune

On March 25, 2022, Ms Among was
elected by the MPs as Speaker of the
11th Parliament, vesting her with con-
trol over the legislative branch of the
povernment. She was assured of access
to unchecked resources and power to
execute what she wanted to doin the
third arm of Government.

Ms Among quickly projected powers
both within the Parliament and out-
side, through political patronage. She
not only got favours from Uganda, but
also from the Holy See; from the head
of the Catholic Church at the Vatican,
where she was a regular visitor to the
late Pope Francis. She made her first
visit in August 2023, where she held
a private audience with Pope Francis.
During the meeting, the Pope report-
edly commended the Ugandan Parlia-
ment for passing laws to uphold fami-
Iy values.

Again, accompanied by an extensive
group of family members, Ms Among

“met the pontiff in August 2024 to intro-

duce her newborn twins to the Pope for
his blessings.

A year later, in August 2025, Ms
Among again travelled to the Vatican
City to attend a Mass dedicated to glob-
al peace and unity,and was granted a
private meeting with the Pope shortly
afterward.’

Back home, Ms Anu:mghadmamszd
to forge a close relationship with Presi-
dent Museveni, who visited her consut-
uency to officially open a science lab-
oratory at Bukedea Comp e

among other development pro- |

School,
jectsestablishedbytheSpeaker.
Before her open camaraderie with
the President’s ruling party the two had
courted secretly while Ms Among was
still in the Opposition FDC party.Party
nmbasatﬂ:eNa,ijanardnnnh:haSEd
headquarters said during her time as
bottomless, prompting divided opinion
within the FDC as some stalwarts were
acrusing her of being an NRMmole.

—anaf #haTleanda Peo-

Outgoing Speaker of Parliamont, Ms Anita Among, takos oath ns Bukedon Woman MP last Wodnesday. She Was ac:
companied by hor family mombers. PHOTO/COURTESY OF PARLIAMENT OF UGANDA X HANOLE

Wesley Mumbere palace, killing more
than 100 people and subsequently ar-
resting the Rwenzururu king, leaving
political leaders there, who were main-
Iy FDC.angry.

By 2017, Mr Museveni sought to meet
MPs from Greater Kasese,and it was left
to Ms Among to persuade the FDC MPs
to meet the President.

“I am a peace lover, and being that
Winnie Kiiza then Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament) is my friend, it was
easy for me to convince her tomeet the
President.l did itin the interest of peace
and secunity of our country”Ms Among
latertold The Observernewspaper.

What thenwent wrong?

Ms Among’s tenure as Speaker was
marked with a fair share of controver-
sy, including the Karamoja Iron Sheet
Scandal, alleged corruption and malad-
ministration in Paliament,and a string
of others that set the stage for her stum-
blingandeventualdownfall.

A famous 1887 quote by British his-
torian Lord Acton states that "Pow-
er tends to corrupt, and absolute pow-
er corrupts absalutely”, and it wa;tlus
absolute power that led to cracks in Ms

Among's powers. =~
Ahead of the May 12 swearing-in of
President Museveni and MPs of the
a story of Ms Among acquinng a new |
ri.de.genql]s-kaycemnmmvahwdat 1

t for her bid for the
drawing his support for her :
country’s third most important posi-
tion. .

“Thave been Mzee's [Museveni]son for
52 years, but Thave never sat in a Rolls-
Royce ever.l don’t think Mzee's sat In
one either”he posted on his X account.

Through Mr Daudi Kabanda, the sec
retary general of Patriotic League of

| Uganda, whose leader is Gen Muhoozi |
I l_l e amsaha lh»ymofthe?t;ﬁlde.nt. I

. bubbling to the surface for Ms Among

their endorsement of Ms Among.

“That the endorsement of the Rt Hon
Anita Annet Among and Rt Hon Thom-
as Taycbwa as candidates for Speaker
and Deputy Speaker respectively for
the 12th Parliament of Uganda vide a
letter dated March 11,2026, is retract-
ed and withdrawn with immediate ef-
fect,” Mr Kabanda wrote, saying FLU
MPs would vote for candidates fronted
by President Museveni. -

Days later, Gen Muhoozi went on liis
X handle to announce the endorse-
ment of Mr Jacob Marksons Oboth as
the choice for Speaker of the 12th par-
liament.

Earlytellitalesigns
But some early signs of trouble began

in 2023, when cracks started emerging
between her and President Museveni.
Atthetime, the President ordered an in-
vestigation into the conduct of the Buk-
edea District chairperson by-elections,
after the death of Moses Olemaun, the :
then LCS chairperson.

During the by-elections, Ms Among |
was accused of orchestrating violence |
and vote rigging, forcing Mr Musevenl |
to write a letter to Brig Henry Isoke,the |
head of the State House Anti-Corrup- |
tion Unit, asking him to investigate the
dircumstances under which the Buk- |
edea by-election was conducted. 2|

In 2 one-page letter, Mr Museveni said |

ent officials, whom he didn't

| reveal, had emerged on the night of

tr Okoto was later transferred to
H:mmt,whﬂc Mr Tukel Was reinsta,
to his job. Yet another stumble camg j,
the form of a scandal QVeT 170N shee,,
meant for thevulnerable PEOPIE in k.
amoja, finding their way to the hom,,
of ministers and some MPs.

When news emerged that Ms Amg,,
had given out the iron sheets 10 schoo,
in her district through her foundatio,
she said:*Thave decided to buy 500 irr
*heets and give them back.1 have i‘g
my personal assistant to take back_u )
iron sheets to OPM [Office of the Prim,
Minister]"shesaid.

The UK’s Foreign, Commoiwea|tp,

| and Development Office later ap_
| nounced sanctions against Speakg,

Among, Mary Goretti Kitutu, and ap.
nes Na.gndum,whomboﬂl axed fmfn
Cabinet as senjor and State minister for
Karamoja, respectively.

The freezing of assets means that yg
citizens or businesses, including the
banks, are forbidden from dealing with
the assets of the sanctioned individ
most especially those located in the Uy

The US Department of State swifif,
followed and slapped travel sanctiong
against Ms Among and her family over
her involvement in what thq[desm'bed
as significant corruption tied to her
leadership of Uganda’s Parliament.

Ms Among’s reaction was to claim
that she was being < by the Weg
for spearheading the passing of the An.
ti-Homosexuality Act. -

*'m carrying a cross for 48 million
Ugandans because of the Anti-Homo-

nomination, i A or's house,
in the process confiscated his academ- |
ic papers, and stole Shs163m u;]; bidto |
him from getting nomina
St:';'nagonwen after being allowed to
contest, was reportedly attacked at the
gates of the EC in Bukedea. Mr Musev- |
eni also accused government oniua:ls, !
whom he also did not name, of vote rig-

pljllgleluseweru‘sle!tT.erledt:pt.l:!ea.rrest |
of then Bukedea Resident District Com- |
missioner (RDC) William Wilberforce
Tukei,and Charles O

1is Poiniimt Nilinn Cft -ﬁfﬂ?ﬂ%ﬁ‘"-

il ey

sexuality Act wepassed in2023,"Amang
told reporters.“All this I know is be.

| cause of the anti-homosexual law that

we as Parliament. This is the be.
ginning,and I know other things are
coming under the pretext of corrup-
tion, theft, and others, but we servealiv-
ing God.We shall not allow homosexu-
als to go against our values and cultures,
Ifthey want thern, let them go to their
e
i rshesaid at
implemented, et
the Parliament Ex
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i i “I ask you, how many times have
fall right from the time she crosced ha said. 1 ask you, 's Dri-
from FEDC lo.N‘RM. He said Ms Among, He added: “She wanted to appearas ~ you shown the public Mmﬂeﬁ:;’n d
atterpted to outdo herself in trying to avery good cadre of the NRMand was  vate residence? But you come e
appease the Executive instead of chame willing to do whatever was coming  you show the public the mansion.

i i L. You know
ing the oversi ility from the Executive and implement  what? This ereates a threa ;
m.';?;::;:;f mwt!?':: =P m:\::II:m at 201 B it to the letter, Mow this exposed  you can easily put yourself in trouble

in thi her wealness because what she  when you do things that threaten the
\ho erver-assumed cettain things, Sh_e was doingwas indirectly painting  powerofyour boss becauseof that mo-
did not understand the art of poli- NAi(Ba Ay bilisation. For exarnple, she held a cer:
:.:;h‘:\‘ :L:-hl:c:;fr:ol ?gﬁ:"’ﬁ‘""ﬁl AMUHG DrKakumbaalsosaid Ms Among  tain function at that powerful resi-
then Spe 25k 4 BECOMES MP made a mistake flaunting her  dence. You know how marmy MPs there
er and then Speaker, she wanted to do wealth to the world when she host: | areand they represent diffesent constit
things that pleased the Executive. She ed thousands of people ather homein | uencies; he said, adding:that is not a
‘:M :o rﬂ";:: - WDTHM rt‘lni:inmhip Bukedea, yet the Presidentand his chil- . simple thing It is a threat because Par-
;na'et:nr:;?h; u'?sanm-. Thr\-l‘:aﬁl;?v:) dren, whom she in\ritgd. h:m:e played  liamentis am institution gltc]r‘:
independent bodies that are supposed private in every deal, including what ‘1{10;1 can mobilise MPs to impea
to operate independently” Dr Kakum- they own. dent.”

| carthedalotatrotwinmheinsie: | | WITH ALLT04 MATCHES -

| tion that is supposed to hold the other

| arms of government accountable.

| The online expose revealed cases of

| gross alleged corruption and malprac- !
| ticein the House. The three-month ex- st !

| hibition, which started on February 24,

| 2024, and ran until mid-May, brought { i | |, /
| out the issue of the Shs1.7 Service Mg 21 \
= Award to the former Leader of the Op- : o A\ -
position in Parliament and four NRM Rt s i . [ - J

Parliamentary backbench Commission- . e ot . S g s T
ers, the irregular recruitments at Parlia- LS TH 5 :
ment, and the bloated budget of the Of- :
: m the Speaker and Deputy,among
Ithink the The exhibition also unearthed a re-
Mistake she ported Shs3b for 10 trips outside the
md;v:that country be}t\l:reen July 2023 and Janu-
P 2024, which allegedly not un-
assumed ;gtakm. e
certain Mr Chris Obore, the director of com-
things, She | Munication at the Parliament, defend:
did not ed the expenses and said the trip was
understand taken, but an analysis of the Parliament
theart of Hansard by this newspaper in March in-
politics that dicated the Speaker was in the country
lthedﬂf:;“ m%%ommegmhgammm&m : 104 Games
eadership Mr Obore claimed she had travell . .
plays” -Dr Also, of concern was the huge with- 4 Dedicated Channels
Juma Sultan drawals of money by parliamentary

Kaluba, | stall cosly ssociten ith Amemg o Live 24/7 Coverage

head of alleged Corporate Social Responsibility
Dopartment

T's and C's opply
of Politieal Did Among trigger own downfall?
Scienceat Dr Juma Sultan Kakuba, the .head of
JKyambaogo the Department of Political Science at




