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Encroached. Some of the structures and plantations that have been established on the shores of River Nile in Kayunga District. siormay cens roenn

Encroachers claim River Nile banks

Resolution. Mr Basaliza says they have
embarked on a River Nile bank demarcation
exercise under which they have erected
Stone pillars to indicate to residents the
No-go zones.

BY FRED MUZAALE
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

KAYUNGA. Due to increasing de-
mand for land, encroachers are now
claiming plots of land on the banks
of River Nile, Daily Monitor has es-
tablished.

The encroachment on the river
banks has sparked outrage among
conservationists and raised fears
that such human activity could de-
grade the environment.

River Nile is the world’s longest
river. It serves millions of Ugandans

‘and cuts across 10 countries along
the Nile course.

The State Minister for Environ-
ment, Dr Mary Kitutu Kimono, says
her ministry cannot sit back when
River Nile.banks and wetlands in

* the area are being encroached on by
merciless developers.

" s#rere 2 v.DrKimononotes that shehas since

ordered Kayunga District authorities

 serve the 100 métre najiie consel-
vation zgﬁ]é:%g}é'cése O%tb’be"r' (ri’é){tv R

to evict all the encroachers a.

The Kayunga District Environment
officer, Mr Edgar Basaliza, says they
are yet to implement the ministerial
directive.

He says the most affected section
of the river, is in Kangulumira Sub-
county, near the Kalagala falls.

Mr Basaliza says residents and
foreigners have encroached on the
100 metre nature conservation zone
by setting up hotels and gardens yet
such areas have to be jealously pro-
tected.

This, he says, has greatly degraded
the environment as soil and contami-
nated water is being poured directly
into the river. “Eroded soils from
construction sites and gardens are,
by volume, the greatest pollutants of
the river in this area. We are under
instructions from the minister to
stop such activities,” he says.

Mr Basaliza adds that residents in
the area are using the land to grow
crops such as maize, rice and yams.

At least 50 encroachers are to be
evicted, the environment officer
notes. N

“Anyone is free to own land near
the river, however, they mpst ob-

caling

Degradation. Mr
Basaliza says
residents and
foreigners have
encroached on the
100 metre nature
conservation zone
by settingup
hotels and gardens
yet such areas
have to be Jealously
protected.

Scarcity. Mr Dan
Kalibbala, who has
amalze and beans
garden In the 100
metre nature zone
In Kalagala Village,
Kangulumira Sub-
county, said he was
forced to encroach
on the river banks
because he had

no land where he
could cultivate
crops to feed his
family.
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month), we are going to start force-
ful eviction of all people infringing
on the river’s conservation zone,” he
adds.

Some of the investors who con-
structed hotels and cottages within
the prohibited zone, secured user
permits from National Environment
Authority (Nema), according to Mr
Basaliza.

“If they do contrary to the permits
they acquired from Nema, they will
also be evicted as well,” Mr Basaliza
warns.

Mr Basaliza also noted that they
have embarked on a River Nile bank
demarcation exercise under which
they have erected stone pillars, to
show residents the no-go zone ar-
eas. He says the exercise started in
Kangulumira Sub-county.

The Kayunga District chairperson,
Mr Tom Sserwanga, says the district
would not have had any problem with
the residents if they were observing
sustainable use of the river banks.

“The human activities in the nature
zone led to a change in the river’s
eco-system and as leaders, we have
to act swiftly to save the river before
itis too Ia}g, ”Mr $semanga says.
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Councillor donates
MASAKA The )

Division youth
Kasekende, has do
materials to nead
Shs2.5 million. Mr Kasekends, through
his Needy Kids project and support
donors from Germany, handed over
items including books, pens, and
sanitary pads to 51 children in Nyendo-
Mukudde Zone. He said the initiative
is aimed at keeping the children in
school. “The best way to change the
community as a leader is to help the
needy who will transform society,” he
said. [Gertrude Mutyaba)

Nyendo Ssenyange

Residents protest

SEMBABULE. Residents of Kik-
ooma village in Mijwala Sub-county,
Sembabule District, have protested
over the constant power black-
outs in their area. Led by Vincent
Kirinya, the residents allege that
they have had no electricity for

the past three months. They claim
that their businesses have been
affected since they require electricity.
According to Mr Kirinya, coffee

and maize mills in the sub-county
have been closed because of higher
cost of running fuel generators.
[Moses Muwulya} Sif
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Investors, reside_nts
encroach on R. Nile banks

“Eroded soils from
construction sites
and gardens are,
by volume, the
greatest pollutants
of the river in

this area. We are
under instructions
from the minister
tostop such
activities”

EDGAR BASALIZA,
KAYUNGA DISTRICT

ENVIRUNMENTUFFICER

“They should allow
Us to continye
cultivating crops
here because we
have nowhere to
90.The president
should come
toour rescue,”

DAN KALIHBALA,

RESIDENT

“The human
activities i the
Nature zone led
toa change i the
river's €Co-systern
and as Ieaders,
We have t a¢¢
SWiftly to saye

the river before
itis too late”

TOM SSERWANGA,
KAYUNGA DISTRICT
CHAIRPERSUN
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He says they fear that the en-
croachers, mostly those who have
planted crops use dangerous pes-
ticides which kil insects and anj-
mals in the river

A member of the district land
board who refused to he named
because he s not authorised to
speak on hehalf of the district
Says: “As the district land board,
We sanctioned some of the de-
velopers but we don’t know how
other developers Came to set yp
Drojects there, Their eviction is
long overdye »

Mr Dan Kalibbala, who has a
Maize ang beans garden in the
100 meter nature zone ip Kalagala
Village, Kangulumira Sub-county
» Say8 said he wag forced to ep-

croach on the river bankg because
he had ng land.

“The

e
the area twice in 5 5
month as hg 4y

y e tried to find lasting
solutiong for the Wrangleg

€ver, his eff,
any frujt,
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