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Wetland restoration: Nema 
cuts downtrees, plantatlons 
Appesl. District leaders 
have appealed to the 
environment authority to 
work with local teams. 
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MBARARA/FORT PORTAL In a bid to 
save River Ryizi, officials from the 
National Environment Management 
Authority (Nema) have cut down 
hundreds of acres of eucalyptus 
trees and banana plantations that 
‘were in wetlands of Nyakayojo and 
‘Bubaare sub-counties. 

Mr Herbert Nabaasa, the senior 
district support officer in charge 
of fragile eco system in Western 
Uganda, said on Tuesday that Nema 
had destroyed plantations and for- 
ests covering 12 kilometres. 

‘The restoration of the wetlands 

in the two sub-counties kicked off 
inlast month. Mr Nabasa said as an 
environment watch-dog, they are 
targeting torestore ll wetlands and 
river catchments in Mbarara, Isin- 
giro, Kiruhura, Sheema, Buliweju, 
Ntungamo, Lyantonde and Rakai 
districts. 

“River Rwizi s a major water 
source for five districts. It starts 
from Buhweju through Mbarara, 
Isingiroand also parts of Ntungamo. 
Unfortunately, th river s drying 
up because of human activiti 
Nabaasa said. 
Drainage channels 

He added that they have also 
closed up all the drainage channels 
dug by residents to drain water ina 
bid to create gardens and farms. 
“Weare targetingthe entire catch- 

ment area. This therefore serves as 
a warning to all people, we have 
started destroying structures and 
nobody should return to those same 

places,” Mr Nabaasa warned. 
Headded: “Weserved them warn- 

ing notices asking them to leave the 
catchment areas. In case they defy, 
they will pay all the restoration 
costs and be imprisoned.” 

‘According toauthoritis, covern- 
ment earmarked Shs200m to be 
spent every year on the restoration 
of River Rwizi. 

Initative 
‘The team, according to Mr Na- 

baasa has also evicted several peo- 
ple from wetlands in Kiruhura and 
Buhweju distriets since October 
last year. 

The environment authorities 
have also planted trees in the 200 
and 100 meters buffer zone for 
lakes and rivers respectively. 
‘The Mbarara District speaker, Mr 

Balam Ndyaguma, on Wednesday 
said Nema should be vigilant and 
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briefly 
Veterans advised 

MBARARA. T sten of State 

0 3t Mearara District Counci 
<y hat nstead of 

17 360t poverty they shoukd 
hermsahes i gIougs of 

co-operaties. 1 oider totapinto 
overnment programmes and be. 
able to secure funding from donors. 
[Rojab Mukomozi) 

Parents told to help 
KABALE. Tre abale Distret char- 
person, M Patick Besigye Kehwa, 
has asked parents to support govern- 
ment to rase academic standards in 
schools Mr Kewa on Toesday whie 
hending over 834 ron sheets to 14 
primary schaols inthe distict said 
athough the govemment provides 
much ofthe funding toschoals there 

is need for parents to bck it by offer- 
ing food and other cholastic materils 
o theirchidren He castigated parents 
who have abandoned thei responsibii- 
s (Emmanuel Arnitwe] 
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